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THE BRITISH MEDICAL FOURNAL,

CORRESPONDENTS are particularly requested by the Editor to observe
that communications relating to advertisements, changes of address,
and other business matters, should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Journal Office, 1614, Strand, London, and not to the Editor,

. . FEES FOR ATTENDANCE AT INQUESTS.
S1r,—Will you kindly insert the following in next week’s JOURNAL, or the answer?
he coroner orders a post mortem examination ina case of sugposed murder or
manslaughter, and the medical man makes the examination as ordered, and attends
to give his evidence; but, after a preliminary inquiry of two heurs’ duration, the
inquest was adjourned for five days. The medical man again attended, and was
detained all the day; in the evening, his evidence was taken, and the coroner paid
him two guineas for the gos# morten examination and attending two days to give
his evidence. Iwas under the impression that the fee was one guinea for each
day’s attendance. What is the law (if any) in such cases ?—I am, etc.,
S. GOURLEY,
*.* It is certainly very hard on our correspondent that he should have been re-
quired to give attendance on two separate days; but the law is, unfortunately,
against any extra payment ; for, by the Coroners’ Witnesses Act, the fees are thus
arranged: for making a pos# m:0r¢em examination, £1 1s.; for attending and giving
evidence, 41 xs.;‘but.there is no Qrovision as to the duration of such attendance.
Coroners are ordinarily very considerate to medical men; and probably our cor-
respondent’s evidence would have been taken earlier if he had made application.
He will be wiser next time.

BroMsGROVE.—We are somewhat surprised that our correspondent should have
formed the idea that, because in his position as an assistant he has been called to a
case which subsequently becomes the subject of a local inquiry, and is afterwards
remitted to the assizes for trial, he has a claim of any kind to the fees accruing there-
from. The only way in which he could establish a claim would be by showing
that, by the terms of his engagement, his principal arranged to give all or part of
the fees earned by the assistant ; in the absence of that, all monies earned by the
latter belong by legal right to the principal.

Sir,—Would you oblige me by giving me the following information in your next issue?
I was appointed medical officer of health for this district, of which I am Poor-
law medical officer, in 1874, under the Public Health Act of 1872. I was then
appointed until further notice, or during the will and pleasure of their board (urban
sanitary authority). As my salary was not paid out of moneys voted by Parliament,
I was not considered to be under the control of the Local Government Board, but
I have had a letter from that Board, calling upon me to send them a copy of my
annual report, and to fill up their statistical papers. Can you tell me whether they
can make me do this? What control they have over me? and what I had better do?
I have never been reappointed since 1874.—Yours truly, INQUIRENS.

P.S.—The Local Government Board have never been requested to sanction my
appointment.

*,* The Local Government Board possess the same power over the appointment
of Poor-law medical officers, as medical offigers of health, that they have over ap-
pointments where they repay half the salary. The fact of the Board ‘not having
been requested to sanction your appointment” at the time it was made, was an
omission which the Whitehall authorities have apparently only just found out. The
Local Government Board now invariably require, as a condition of their sanction-
ing the appointment of district medical officers as medical officers of health, that
the reports and returns specified in their Orders shall be forwarded to them; and
we fear you will not be able to evade this requirement.

INFANTILE SUMMER DIARRH&A.

Sir,—With regard to the above subject, it is difficult to arrive at-any other conclu-
sion than that heat is the exciting cause. Those who travel on the ocean in medical
charge of infantile life know that the tropics produce diarrhcea as naturally as that
the strawberry blooms in spring; and that when the tropics are left diarrhoea as
naturally ceases. The nature of the food, overcrowding, and other assignable
causes can be excluded in such a case; as neither fowl, fresh meat, or vegetables
in a condition likely to decompose quickly are used as articles of diet. Mr. George
Turner of Southsea has, I believe, devoted much time to the study of the causes
of the ailment; and the result of his investigations would, doubtless, be gladly
received by those members of the profession who, like myself, have taken some

interest in the matter.—I am, sir, etc., Geo. WorTHINGTON, M.K.Q.C.P.

ARTERIAL ANOMALIES.

Sir,— It fell to my lot, during a recent dissection of the scapular arteries of an adult
male, to find the suprascapular arising from the first portion of the axillary artery.
As I feel sure this must be an abnormality of extremely rare occurrence, and the
possibility of such occurring a matter of surgical interest, I venture to add a short
description of the axillary portion of the suprascapular artery in this case, trusting

ou may have space for the publication of this communication in your valuable
OURNAL.

The artery, given off from the posterior part of the axillary trunk half an inch
below the clavicle, immediately descended to the extent of one inch into the apex
of the axilla, lying on theupper border of the subscapularis muscle ; then, making a
sharp turn, it ran upwards and outwards, coming in contact with the posterior
thoracic nerve ; again passing behind the axillary, it pursued an extremely tortuous
course towards the suprascapular notch, passing over the outer cord of the brachial
glexus, and being embedded in a quantity of fat beneath the costo-coracoid mem-

rane. Arrivingatthe base of the coracoid process, it dipped downwards, passing
beneath the transverse ligament, thence through the suprascapular notch to the
under surface of the supraspinatus muscle. One inch from its origin it gave off
two small branches ; one supplying the axillary surface of the subscapularis muscle,
the other ramifying between this muscle and the bone. In addition to the supra-
scapular, the axillary gave off all its usual branches.

In the same subject, the suprascapular nerve arose from the inner cord of the
brachial plexus, close to the origin of the suprascapular artery, and took very much
the same course as the artery, also passing beneath the transverse ligament, lying
there beneath its companion. These abnormalities existed on both sides of the
body. The same body presented the posterior scapular artery arising from the
third portion of the subclavian.

I should be interested to learn whether the above abnormality of the supra-
scapular artery has before been noticed by any of your readers.—I am, sir, yours
faithfully G. WaLTer Steeves, M.R.C.S., etc.

53. Parkfield Road Princes Park, Liverpool, Feb. 2nd, 1881.

INFANT MORTALITY.

Sir,—It is admitted that, if infants were fed upon proper food, amidst proper sur-
roundings, and trained with proper care, there would be a great reduction of the
present mortality. This is a conclusion drawn mainly from the fact that the worse
the food and surroundings, the greater the mortality—of which instances and
statistics are only too numerous. This is the black side of the picture; and it has
occurred to me that the British Medical Association might throw light upon the
subject by engaging in the task of finding and disclosing the other bright side, and
demonstrate amongst an educated class of people, with hygienic and medical aid
always at hand, how much the mortality may be reduced.

The necessary information might easily be obtained, by asking each member to
make a return, upon a suitable form, of the number of his own children born alive,
the number dead, and the ages at which they died or have already arrived. Your
influential organ should also put forth every effort to impress upon members the
desirability of returning the forms; indeed, I think every one of them would be
interested in the result.—-I am, sir, yours, etc., PATERFAMILIAS.

Sir,—The writer of the article at E 1002 in your JoUuRNAL for Dec. 18th will find, in
a recently published report of the late Convention of the National Public Health
Association, at p. 24, the latest that has been put in print respecting the operation
here of the contagious disease and public school work, the general plan of which is
accurately outlined by him in the above-mentioned issue.—%(ours truly,

Brooklyn, Jan. 4th, 1881. R. M. Wyckore, M.D.

ERrRATA.—In Dr. M. Charteris’s article on Salicin and Salicylate of Soda in the
iOURNAL of February 12th, page 229, column 2, the following corrections should
e made. In conclusion 1, line 2, afZer *“ grains”, add ‘‘ every two hours”; and in
colr.nc'lufion 4, last line but two, defween “‘iron” and “‘ transformed” izser¢ “ on the
salicin”.
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