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A CASE OF ADHERENT PLACENTA.

Str,—The following case may prove interesting. On Friday morninz, November
-2sth, my assistant, Mr. Churchouse, was called to see a girl, aged 16, who had
given birth to a child ; and the midwife had sent, being unable to remove the
placenta. The child had been born at r A.M., on the floor, and the cord had
snapped at its attachment to the placenta. On examining, he found the uterus in
a state of rigid hour-glass contraction; but, after some little trouble, he managed
to pass his hand through this, and found the placenta firmly attached to the
fundus of the uterus—so firmly, indeed, that he could not remove it ; he there-
fore sent for me and the chloroform.

On my arrival, I placed the girl under chloroform, and Mr. Churchouse again
tried, but without success. We then changed places, and I attempted to get the
placenta away, but found it impossible to_do so. So firmly was it adherent, that
1t seemed almost part and parcel of the uterine wall ; we therefore decided to leave it,
as we feared that if we made further attempts we might injure the uterus itself. We
therefore gave the girl a dose of ergot, put on a binder, and left her, telling the
nurse to send at once in case of any ha&morrhage. The girl from that time had
not 2 bad symptom. We syringed out the uterus three times daily with a solution
of permanganate of potash, and gave her ergot combined with opium. On Thurs-
day, December 2ud, the placenta suddenly came away of itself, in a very putrid
conditioa, and the girl is now well.

I may add that, having occasion to write to one of our leading obstetric phy-
sicians, I mentioned the case to him. He told me he had had such a case three or
four times, and advised me to keep a sharp look-out for fever or hamorrhage, and,
if either occurred, to again put the girl under chloroform, push my finger through
the centre of the placenta, and to peel it off from the uterus; and, if I felt any
hard nodules, to peel off the placenta around them, but leave them intact. I quote
his advice, thinking it might be serviceable to some brother practitioner.—I am,
etc., S, FARR.

Andover, Hants.

R. M. Simox.—Shall have early publication.

Fies ForR ATTENDANCE ON FanivLizs oF Mepicar MEex.

S1r,—In your issue of January 28th appears a letter, sizned by Joseph Thompson,
animadverting on the profession in Dumfries ; aad I have waited until now, ex-
pecting some further light to be thrown thereon, either by the writer of the letter
referred to, or by some one more conversant with the facts than myself, Nothing
having appeared, I think it a professional duty to state my experience of the Dum-
fries practitioners during a residence of about four years in the neighbourhood.
Although living on my own estate, about eight miles from Dumfries, and not
practising, I had to call on two of the leading practitioners of that town to see me
through a very dangerous attack, which they not only did willingly, most atten-
tively, and gratuitously, but I hold their letters acknowledging my small recog-
nition of their services, each repudiating the thought of fee or reward from me
as a_ professional brother.  Such is my experience; I give it in justice.—Yours
obediently, Turo. ByrNE (of Elshieshiels, etc.).

Ellenslea, South Molton, Devon, February 13th, 1882.

X.—Under the circumstances, we do not feel that we have enough of the fac:s before
us to give an opinion.

Tue HIGH ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE.

S18,—The extraordinary atmospheric pressure which prevailed over this kingdom
and on the continent last month commenced here—Portsmovth—on the 14th, the
mercury then standing at 30.534 inches; it reached its highest point, 30.986, on the
28th, when it fell gradually, the reading on the 26th being 30.581. ~ During this
period I was called on to treat an unusual number of cases of febricula, or febrile
catarrh. The symptoms were high temperature, ranging from 99° to 103°, accom-
panied by pulmonary or gastric catarrh, and preceded by rigors. The duration of
the attacks varied from twenty-four hours to a fortnight. Was there any con-
nection between the physiological and meteorological disturbance?—VYour obedient
servant, MEeDICAL METEOROLOGIST.

P.S.—The above barometer readings are reduced to mean sea-level and 32° Fahr.,
and were taken at 9 A.M.

Dr. VINES was no doubt right in treating the matter as a joke

SMALL-POX AND THE “CRANKS.”

¢ SMALL-pOX" says the New YVork Sanitary Engincer, ‘‘is increasing in the West,
Cincinnati, St. Louis, and Chicago, with® their large emigrant populations, are
especially afflicted in this way, and wherever the disease spreads and increases the
mortality is, a5 a rule, among’ the emigrants, and always among the unvaccinated.
Almost every newspaper contains aparagraph upon it, and some contain not merely
news items, but ‘explanations,’ and  views’ and ‘remarks’, which arouse and keep
up the public interest. Under these circumstances, the Antivaccination Crank
sees his opportunity for securing fame by getting his name in the papers, and acts
accordingly. Under pretext of anxiety for the public good, he proceeds to write
articles for the Press, denouncing vaccination, and urges his point partly by square
and solid lying, and partly by insinuations against the honour and morality of those
who are striving to avert the spread of the pestilence by the one and only means
which the experience of the civilised world has found to be efficacious for that pur-
pose. Argument he has none ; but by dint of brazen-faced assertions that vacci-
nation transmits tubercle, syphilis, etc., he does sometimes succeed in getting up
a little scare, and in inducing someone to reply to him, which is all that he desires.
The sickness and suffering, and the th dsand tens of th ds of deaths, in one
of the most horrible and loathsome forms known, which would follow if his recom-
mendations are carried out, are nothing to him, so long as he can make his offensive
personality conspicuous. Theself-conceit, and other well-known characteristicsof the
Crank, with which the Washington trial is making us so unpleasantly familiar, are
manifested in almost every publication of these antivaccinationists. Having norepu-
tation whatever as scientists, they coolly ask us to accept their dicta in place of the
advice of the educated and skilled physicians of the whole world, and proceed to
quote their manufactured and utterly untruthful statistics, in the face of the ex-
perience which every one of us possesses as to the power of vaccination to prevent
small-pox, and as to the absence of unpleasant results of any kind from the opera-
tion of vaccination itself in the immense majority of cases, 1here have nodoubt
been a few deaths from vaccination, about as many as there have been from pin-
pricks ; there may have been a few cases in which syphilis was transmitted by the
use ot improper matter, about as many as where syphilis has been transmitted by
cigars—and that is all ; and even that slight risk no longer exists, as pure bovine
virus is within the reach of every physician. It is, of course, an absolute waste of
time to argue with the Crank, or to attempt to expose in detail the falsity of his
statements. But we appeal to the editors of our great journals and newspapers not
2o lend the infl e of their col to aid these men in advertising themselves,
and thus gratify their selfish and unscrupulous vanity.”

CanapiaN MebicaL Fees.

IT may be interesting to many, as throwing a light upon colonial medical fees, to com-
pare some of the existing British provincial tariffs with the following, which is the
new tariff of fees recently adopted by the board of governors of the College of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons, Quebec. It is published in the Canada medical journals.
The items represent the maximum fees to be charges for services rendered. The
value of the dollar is about 4s. 2d. Visits from 8 A.M. to g p.M., not exceeding half
a mile, $2; visits from g p.M. to 8 A.MM., not exceeding half a mile, not to exceed
$4 ; visits, each additional mile, in daytime, 50 cents; at night, $1 ; detention a
whole day, $20 ; a whole night, $52 ; ordinary cffice consultation, with prescrip-
tion, $2; the same at night, $3; consultation, with special examination, $5; with
a practitioner, $5; by letter between practitioners, $10; ordinary certificate of
health, $5; special certificate, attested with report, $3; certificate, with report on
disease and death, $5; pgos¢ moriez examination, external, $5; with sectio cada-
veris, $10 ; ordinary cases of midwifery (subsequent attendance extra), $15; turn-
ing, application of forceps, extraction of placenta (subsequent attendance extra),
30 ; miscarriage, premature confinement (subsequent attendance extra), $15; for
attendance with a midwife, in all cases the charge is the same as for delivery:
catheterism, ordinary cases, $3 ; each subsequent operation, $1; vaccination, bleed-
ing, extraction of teeth, hypodermic injection, etc., $1 ; introduction of stomach-
pump, $5; application of cupping-alasses, leeches, setons, moxa, plugging, etc.,
$5; chloroformisation, or other anasthetics, $5; setting fracture of the thigh, $25;
of leg or arm, $20; reducing dislocation of thigh, $s0; of leg or arm, $25 ; ampu-
tation of the thigh, $1c0; of leg or arm, $50; operation for strangulated hernia,
$100; reduction of hernia by the taxis, $25; lithotomy or lithotrity, $200 ; ovari-
otomy, $300; tracheotomy, $s0; operation for cataract, $100; extirpation of thc
breast, $50: of the tonsil, $10; amputation of fingers or toes, $10; capital opera-
tions, not already specified, S100 ; minor operations, $25. ‘L'he above charges for
surgical operations are for the operation only ; subsequent attendance and scrvices
being extra.

A ScsscriBer (H. G. C.).—1. It is within his discretion to put off the inquest. 2.
No fee can be claimed where the witness is not duly summoned in writing to give evi-
dence, and in no case without having actually attended. 3. Tothe Home Secretary.

Surely, H. G. C. will communicate with B. as to his certificate.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from:—

Dr. Ransome, Bowdon; Dr. R. M. Simon, Birmingham; Dr. W. B. Carpenter,
Londeon ; Our Glasgow Correspondent ; Dr. J. Bettman, London ; Dr. J. Brown,
Edinburgh; Mr. G. W. Weis, Rathmines ; Mr. Luther Cooke, Aspull, Wigan ;
Mr. T. J. Verrall, Brighton; Mr. A. C. Butlei-Smythe, London; Dr. Stirling,
Aberdeen ; Dr. W. W. Stainthorpe, Wareham; Mr R. J. Bryden, Bristol; Mr.
J. H. Williams, Bootle ; Mr. R. E. Power, Portsmouth; Dr. Cameron, Dublin;
Mr. J. E. Inkpen, London ; Dr. Matthews Duncan, London; Dr. W. H. Day,
London ; Dr. Laseron, Tottenham ; Mr. A. Phillips Hills, London ; Dr. Stewart,
London ; Dr. P. W. Latham, Cambridge; Mr. J. B. Baker, London ; Dr. J. W.
Moore, Dublin ; Dr. Stevenson, London ; Dr. E. Malins, Birmingham ; Dr. E,
Rickards, Birmingham; Mr. Charles Kennedy, Edinburgh; Dr. M. C. Hime,
Londouderry ; Mr. E. Rainbow, Coventry ; Dr. Norman Kerr, London; Dr. R.
W. Batten, Gloucester ; Mr. P. Swain, Plymouth ; Mr. T. J. F. Dolby, Dulwich;
Dr. T. S. Dowse, London; Mr. J. Chestnutt, Howden; F. W. J.; Dr. Fairlie
Clarke, Southborough; Mr. J. Brindley James, London ; Mr. R. D. Macgregor,
Bedford; Mr. G. E. Pollard, Baildon; Mr. W. Stewart, Bacup; Our Dublin
Correspondent ; Dr. G. H. Fitzgerald, Ponteland; Dr. Neale, London; Mr.
Lewis H. Jones, London ; Mr. Hodgson, Brighton; Mr. E. P. Hardey, Hull;
Dr. Sawyer, Birmingham ; Dr. Tripe, Hackney ; Dr. Drury, London; J. W.E.;
Dr. McCombie, London ; Dr. George Lowe, Middleton; Mr. George Newstead,
Eccleshill; M. O. H., Sunderland; Dr. George Johnson, London; Mr. L. M.
Griffiths, Clifton; Mr. W. Hammond, Nuneaton ; Mr. J. F. Knight, Carlton;
Mr. J. W. Ekens, Alresford ; Dr. C. H. Allfrey, St. Mary Cray; Dr. R. Thorne
Thorne, London ; Dr. E. Markham Skerritt, Clifton; Dr. Wilberforce Arnold,
Belfast; Mr. E. White Wallis, London ; Mr. James Startin, London ; Mr. J. C.
Sargeant, London ; Dr. Emrys-Jones, Manchester ; Dr. W. Deely, Malton; Mr.
Aifred Baker, Birmingham; Mr. A. G. Bloomfield, Exeter; Mr. C. H. Phillips,
Hanley ; Dr. F. Churchill, London; Mr. J. A. Hogg, Cardiff; Mr. J. Howe,
Lianidloes ; Mr. H. Eales, Birmingham; Mr. E. Wood Forster, Darlington ; Dr.
Percy Boulton, London; Dr. J. Styrap, Shrewsbury; The Secretary of the
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Edinburgh; Mr. W. H. Browne,
Aldbrough, Hull; Mr. James Gardner, Greenock ; Dr. A. Davidson, Liverpool ;
Dr. Clifford Allbutt, Leeds ; Dr. Crichton Browne, London ; Mr. W. H. Michael,
London ; Mr. S. R. Lovett, London ; Mrs. Barry, Ballybrack ; etc.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL”",

Seven lines and under . . . . . wiho 3 6
Each additional line .. . . . . . «w O O 4
A whole column . . . . . . e« II5 O
A page .. e 5 00

. “An av;;rage.l.ine contains .eight‘;vords...
When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is made
oﬁ th:;bove scale in the following proportions, beyend which mo reduction can be

allowed.
For 6 insertions, a deduction of .. . . .

10 per cent.
99 12013 " . . . . 20 ”
9 26 P ” . . . . 25 ”

v 52 0, » . . .. .« 30
Advertisements should be delivered, add d to the Manager, at the Office, not
later than Twelve o’Clock on the Wednesday preceding publication; and, if not paid
for at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association, at
the West Central Post-Office High Holb Small may be sent in postage
stamps.




