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COFFEE IN DYSPEPSIA AND ToRPID LIVER.

81R,—In the JOURNAL of January 5th, a ‘ Bilfous Physician ” asks for some in-
'f‘;)rma.tion as to the influence of coffee in flatulent dyspepsia and ‘torpid
ver. ' : :

H"i"% suffered from torpid, and also from congested liver, at intervals
duriug the last eight years, and seen much of these affections in others, my
experience leads me to the conclusion that coffee is generally as beneficial in
one as it is injuriousin the other. To this rule, however, there ar& many ex-
ceptions. For many years past, unless when congestion was present, I have
found coffee infinitely more useful than any other beverage, in relieving de-
pression of spirits, constipation, and flatulence. In such cases tea is' in-
variably injurious, owing to the nausea, muscular relaxation and palpitation
which it causes. This drug (for coffee and tea should be looked upon as
medicinal agents) is followed by symptoms somewhat analogous to those set
up in many people by the use of tobacco. Nor, indeed, is coffee to be taken
indiscriminately, too ec trated, or in 8, for then palpitation, fre-
-quency and irregularity of pulse, singing in the ears, sleeplessness, confusion
of the senses, and even delirium will result. In one case that came under
my notice, the use of coffee was followed by neuralgic pains inthe liver, which
were both distressing and prolonged, and it has been known to cause tooth-
-ache and migraine.

There can, I think, be no doubt that amongst the effects of coffee are in-
creased activity of the organs of digestion and secretion. As a vasculo-nervine
stimulant, it increases the appetite which its rival, tea, so often destroys. 1t
also excites the functions of the kidhey, liver, and intestines. Inactive
‘hepatic congestion and perihepatitis, so common in the tropics, and even
-amongst those who return therefrom, owing to this vascular excitement
which it causes, coffee should be given with a sparing hand, or not at all.
Here, in my opinion, cocoa is the beverage par excellence, at once nourishing,
calmative, and refreshing.—Your obedient servant, ;

27, Welbeck Street, W., January 4th,1884. D. H. CULLIMORE, M.D., etc.

A DEFENCE OF DoCKING HORSES.

81r,—I have for years been a member of the Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals of this district, and have always been greatly attached to
animals, especially horses, never being without one or two in my stable;
mevertheless, I fail to see that your correspondent grasps fairly the subject of
“‘docking,” on which he writes, as all know that Providence has mercifully given
‘a horse a long tail to prevent insects from biting him ; he has also power over
This skin quite sufficient to disturb his small enemies. His long tail is all very
well when he is not in work, but it is extremely dangerous when he is When
once the dock is over the reins, no manual power will g)revent a fearful acci-
dent ; theanimal becomesinfuriated and bolts, leaving the rest to be imagined
‘better than described.

1 had a long docked horse once, and it will be the last, nearly having been
killed in the way mentioned. I consider docking as essential as castration.
Your correspondent may say : Raise your splash-rail ; but if you do, you will
‘have no control over your horse unless you drive from a coach-box.

Another argument in favour of docking is cleanliness.” I deny that the
operation can be performed for the sake of beauty, for nature is beauty ; but,
supposing it is, any horse would gladly lose his tail to be admisted into goad
society. . .

Chi'lvdren are vaccinated to prevent them from getting and spreading a
eertain disease, so in docking the small amount of necessary suffering pre-
vents them from injuring themselves and breaking their drivers’ necks.—I
-am, etc., WALTER BUCHANAN.

ERrATUM.—In the JOURNAL of January 5th, page 31, column i, line 11 from
bottom, for ** Mr. 8mith, of Bromsgrove,” read *“ Mr. Smith-Batten, of Broms-
grove.”

. MALFORMATIONS.

‘8r,—In 1861, when in practice at Clapton, I delivered a woman of a fcetus
precisely similar tothe one reported in the JOURNAL of December 8th by Mr.

raham. The mother, at a very early period of her pregnancy, was struck
between the eyes with a small eel, just caught by her boy in the Lea, which
accidentally slipped from a piece of thread while the boy was slinging it

-round to show her, and to this she attributed the malformation. The speci-
wmen is now in the museum at Lingoln’s Inn, and was of the feminine sex.r

Shortly after this case, I attended a woman in the same neighbourhood
with a monstrosity having two heads and three legs, and which case was
published by the late Dr. Phillips in Guy’s Hospital Reports. The mother
attributed this abnormal birth to an impression made upon her some seven
months previously when seeing the Biamese twins.

In the following year, I also delivered a woman of a full-time male child,
minus the left forearm. B8he had, some. few months previously, left an hos-
pital in which an amputation of the forearm had taken place, and had seen
the case dressed. . o

These cases are, I think, some evidence of the effects’of maternal impres-
-sion.—I am, C. H. WeLcH, F.R.C.8., etc.

Rock Gardens, Brighton.

ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY.

81r,—Can anv of your subscribers kindly suggest what course of study a gentle-
man should pursue who is anxious to be an analytical chemist ?—Yours faith-
fully, . J. C. M.
DIPSOMANIA.
81r,—1 should feel very much obliged if you, or some of your readers, would
‘kindly ‘give me sofme suggestions as to the treatment of a mild case of
dipsomania. :
'he ient is resident with me, and, in addition to the necessary super-
vision, I am at present giving him a mixture containing sulphate of iron and
‘tincture of capsicum in clove-water, to be taken when there is any craving.
As-a drink at meals, he is taking a mixture of compound fincture of cinchona,
~tineture of capsicum, and syrup of oranges, with potash-water.
Isthere any medicinal cure? We hear of many ; and is there anything to
‘be given when the periodical attacks of craving (to satisfy which he does his
utmost, and often, I fear, successfully) occur ? The patient himself is very
anxious to be cured, but being one of those unfortunates who cannot easily
-say “‘ no,”’his control over himself is very small. Whisky’seems ‘tno be the
. desired beverage.—I am, sir, yours truly, . . X.
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A page ... . . 500
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For these terms, the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve months
Srom date of first insertion. .
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