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DipsoMANIA, '

81n,~In reply to your correspondent “ X..” I beg to state that my experience
in eonnec%lin wfth the Home for Inebriate Waafnen in this city supports the
exhibition of the bromides to the subjects of di i In this institution,
our aim is to establish a healthy condition of nervous system, by means of
food, fresh air, and cheerful surroundings, avoiding, as far as possible,
e use of drugs of nn{ kind. There are cases, however, in which, at times,
the ‘' nervous irritability” becomes so intense as to demand special remedies
for its immediate relief. In such cases, I am in the habit of prescribing a
draught containing from fifteen to sixty grains of bromide of fouulum, and
from fifteen to sixty minims of aromatic q;‘lrlt of ammonta, In water, to be
given every six or twelve hours, for twn or three days, or until the * nervous
equilibrium” is restored. It is much better to give large
vals, than smail doses h‘equentl‘y. Under this treatment, I have seen the
attacks of drink-craving become less and less frequent, until they have com-
pletely disappeared. Of course, there are many cases in which every form of
treatment is utterly unavailing. I remember one man, in my private prac-
tice, whose attacks were gradually lessened to one ‘per anaum, but who was
never completely cured. is was demonstrated by his giving way to tempta-
tion during his annual attack one summer, while I was out of town ; although
by means of bromide and sal volatile he had been maintained in abstinence for

over five years previously.—Yours, ete., J. Muir HowIg.

88, Princes Road, Liverpool, January 12th, 1884,

Dmmn (Driffield) desires information on the subject of epidemic St. Vitus’s
08,

doses at long inter-

MurrLEix LEAvVES.

EXPERIENTIA DOCET desires to ask Dr. Quinlan to inform him where mullein-
leaves can be obtained, together with the price of the same; and also about
what quantity would be required in order to give it a fairtrial in a case of pre-
tubercular phthisis?

L.R.C.P. & 8.—This question has frequently been answered in the affirmative
during the last twelve months.

ELECTROLYSIS IN THE TREATMENT OF DRACUNCULUS.
SIR,—There is nothing new under the sun. What Dr. Faulkner has just found
out, I knew about twenty-five years ago, having been informed by a brother
officer that he had used a galvanic battery in the extraction of guinea-worms,
he having employed it to the worm with startling effect. He also told me
that he found the worms that were not extracted died and became calcified.

Prior to obtaining the information from my friend, I had had many oppor-

. tunities, penomll( and otherwise, of extracting worms, but it so happened
I never met any afterwards. The mode of extraction that Dr. Faulkner gives
is not the onl¥ one. In Bombay in those days, one or two barbers had quite
ﬂ:en up their legitimate occupation, and taken to extracting worms. A

ber took five out of my legs very cleverly; most of them were extracted at
one sitting, but two (one in each foot) held on with their hooks, and he had
t0 leave them till the next day, when he got them out. His stock of instru-
ments consisted of a needle and a razor; he commenced operations by ﬁndlnf,
as near as he could guess, the centre of the worm ; then he raised the skin
over the centre of the worm on the point of the needle, passed the razor
under it, and snipped off a tiny bit of cuticle, making an almost circular
cut the size of a large pin’s head. B{ raising almost invisible pieces of skin
and tissue, and slicing them away with the razor, he deepened, but did not
increase, the area of the whole, till he saw the white worm at the bottom ;
then passed the eye of the dle (like a ¢ lum) under it, and brought up
aloop. He pulled on the two sides alternately till he had got one end out,
then he dealt with the other. When he found the hook had been made use
of, he applied heat and friction to make it yield its hold. If galvanism were
sp&llied instead of heat, the worm would not hold on long.
ere is another point in Dr. Faulkner’s letter to which I wish to allude,
that is, the inflammation and suppuration set up when a worm is broken.
He evidently is not aware of the cause of the inflammation. If, on the next
occasion of taking out a worm, he will open it, and put a drop of the fluid that
exudes from its abdomen on a slide, and put it under a microscope of even
moderate power, he will no longer be surprised. If he has any preserved in
spirits, by cutting one open and putting a dro? of fluid from the abdomen
under a microscope, he will find the same thing, namely, myriads of very
minute worms.

On my return to England in 1862, I gave Dr. G. Harley a number which I
bad in e?‘ ts, and, on examination, he found the young. He
afterwards published a paper in the Lancet on the subject.

There are various theories as to how the worms iet into the human body
my opinfon i{s that they enter by the pores of the skin, for I attribute my
bel nf infested with them to having walked barefoot over a half-dried stubble
paddy-field. They made me aware of their presence about six months after-
wards. The water-carriers in Bombay frequently have them in their backs.

One European patient of mine had a worm in his scrotum, which he attributed

to sitting too long in his bath.

About thirty years ago, Bombay was supplied with water from wells, some
of which were more infested with worms than others. Afterwards,the supply
came from an artificial reservoir about twelve miles off, so perhaps guinea-

- worms are not so common as they use to be.—Yours, etc.,
J. W. REYNOLDS, late Port-Surgeon, Bombay.

€.W.—A copy of * The Memorandum on Vaccination,” by the Chairman of the
Parliamentary Bills Committee, has been forwarded as requested.

PUERPERAL MELANCHOLIA.

SIR,—] have a patient who was safely delivered on June 23rd, 1882.
It was her first confinement. Bhe got a fright while out on the 8th
July following, a case of drowning having occurred here that;wg_.dy.
On July 12th, one of her breasts suppurated, and, shortly afte: s,
the other; and the suppuration went on for thirteen weeks; at the

same time, puerperal mania set in. Her recovery has been gradual. At
nt, she seems in good health, and menstruates regularly. She has noc-
urnal incontinence of urine, which, however, yields to tincture of belladonna.

In domestic or other affairs, she has not the least interest. Bhe would lie in
bed all day, if permitted to do so. Bhe has no inclination to work. If asked
to do my{ ing, she makes an attempt, then seems to forget all about it, and
the work remains undone. There i8 no hereditary taint, as far as I can learn.
‘Would confinement in an asylum be likely to benefit her? Or do you think
time will improve her condition ?—Yours, etc., M.B.

OOMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :
Dr. @. C. Kingsbury, Blackpool: Dr. D. MacAlister, Cambridge; Mr. J. H.
Haydon, London ; Mr. T. Laurie Gentles, Derby ; Dr. A. Tucker Wise, Enga-
dine ; Dr. Althaus, London ; Dr. Hare, London ; Mr. Power, Portsea ; Mr. W.
D. Bpanton, Hanley ; Dr. Willoughby, London ; Mr. T. Home, Brill; Mr. C.
C. Child, London ; Dr. W. Talbot King, London ; Dr. Btyrap, Shrewsbury;
Mr. Jai Gopal, Punjab: Mr. Bavory, London ; Mr. J. E. Garner, Preston; Dr.
J. Garrett, Manchester ; Mrs. Oglesby, Leeds ; Dr. Bawyer, Birmingham ; Dr.
G. H. Darwin, Manchester; Mr. A. T. Brand, Driffield; Mr. John Brown,
Bacup; Dr. R. Pritchard, Glasgow ; Mr. Henry Teevan, London ; Mr. A.
Teevan, London ; Mr. East, London; Dr. Althaus, Leeds; Messrs. Allen and
Hanburys, London; Dr. George S8cott, Portpatrick] N.B.; Dr. A. G. Barrs,
Leeds; Dr. Lewis A. Bayre, New York; Dr. Thomas Barlow, London ; Mr.
L. Martin Buckell, Bouthampton ; Mr. J. Brindley James, London; Ex-
perientia Docet; Mr. J. Muir Howie, Liverpool; The Honorary Becretary of
the Liverpool Medical Institution ; Dr. J. Woodman, Exeter ; Mr. John Lind-
say Steven, Glasgow; Mr. H. Langley Browne, West Bromwich; Mr. C. H.
Phillips, Hanley; Mr. Duncan J. Mackenzie, Glossop; Mr. W. Tobin,
Halifax, New York ; Mr. G. Hodgson Higgins, Leeds; Mr. Percy Ashe. Bex-
ley Heath; Mr. William Cooper; Berkhampstead; Dr. Hants, Amsterdam ;
Mr. A. H. Benson, Dublin ; Dr.J. Woodman, Exeter; Mr. D. J. Hamilton,
Aberdeen : Mr. W. Roger Williams, London; Dr. Rabagliati, Bradford ; Dr.
MacCombie, London; Dr. J. Whitson, Glasgow; Mr.J. C. Pinncott, Rom-
ford; Mr. F. O. Bryan, Littlehampton; Dr. G. Hunter, Linlithgow ; Mr.
Charles White, Warrington; Our Aberdeen Correspondent; Mr. William
Macrie, Bootle, Liverpool ; Mr. C. W. Wyatt, Bouthbourne-on-S8ea ; Mr. W.
T. Clegg, Liverpool; Mr. F. Paye, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Mr. Walter Pye,
London; Mr. W. F. Baldry, London; Mr. F. Vacher, Birkenhead; Mr.
Makuna, London ; Dr. H. Radcliffe Crocker, London; Mr. H. W. Roberts,
London; The 8Secretary of the London Fever Hospital; Mr. W. A. Wilding,
Andover; Mr. G. D. Aliman, London ; Dr. Broadbent, London ; Dr. Glascott,
Manchester; Dr. Bond, Gloucester; Dr. Norman Kerr, London; Dr. Habershon, -
London; Dr. H. W. King, Chester; Mr. G. A. Wallis, Eastbourne; Dr.
Junker, London ; Dr. Dudfield, London ; the Rev. Dr. Warburton, London;
Miss Edith Lupton, Bradford ; Mr, J. J. Spearing, Dublin ; Dr. Hack Tuke,
London; Mr. George Cowen, Dublin; Mr. A. Macdougall, Auchnacraig,
Oban ; Dr. Paget, Great Crosby ; Mr. R. F. Benham, London ; Mr. F. Hutton,
Liverpool; Mr. T. Watt, Hovingham ; Dr. F. Barnes, London ; Dr. Heywood
Bmith, London ; Mr. T. M. 8tone, London ; The Becretary of the Great Nor-
thern Hospital ; Mr. R. Davy, London; Dr. George Henty, London ; The
Hon. J. G. Beaney, Melbourne; The Honorary Becretary of the Bath and
Bristol Branch ; Mr. Blackett, London ; The Executors of the late Mr. Cowan ;

Mr. W. A, Norry, London; Mr. J. F. Little, Ben Rhydding; Mr. Gover,
London ; Mr. John Wilson, Darlington ; Mr. T. Whitehendglleid, Canter-
bung; Mr. G. P. Atkinson, Pontefract; Dr. E. Hart Vinen, Bayswater ; Mr,
F. Evans, Cardiff; Dr. C. J. Barry, London ; Mr. F. Craddock Palmer, Brigg ;
Mr, Alfred Allen, Bath ; Mr. J. R. Barton, Wakefield ; Dr. J. Murphy, Sun-
derland; Dr. E. Meeres, Plymouth; Mr. G. H. Younge, India; Mr. L.
Humphry, Cambridge; Mr. H. R. Robertson, Liverpool; Mr. H. 8. Carpen-
ter, London ; Mr. Herbert Larder, London; Mr, J. R. Perkins, Bedford ;
Miss M. A. Cobb, Carnarvon; Dr. R. W. Burnet, London ; Our Edinburgh
Correspondent ; Dr. Napier, Birkenhead; Mr. Charles Arnison, Darling-
ton; Mr. Arthur Kempe, Exeter; Dr. Collier, Homerton; Mr. Wickham
Barnes, London ; Mr. Robert Btores, Doncaster ; Mr. ThomasGriffin, London ;
Dr. Robertson, Kimberley ; Messrs. Burroughs, Welcome and Co.; Dr. Mac-
g}lerson. London ; Mr. 8hirley Murphy. London ; Dr. C. West, Nice; Mr. R.

if Parker, London; Mr. J. L. Nevin, Ballymoney ; Dr. Grimshaw, Dublin,
ete.

BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED.

Treatment of Wounds as Based on Evolutionary Laws. New York: J. and H.
Vail and Co.

Hints in Bickness; Where to Go, and What to Do. By H. C. Burdett. London :
Kegan Paul, Trench and Co. 1883.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”

Seven lines and under ... s oo .20 3 6
Each additional line w 0 0 4
A whole column ... .. . . 115 0
Apage .. w 500

An average line contains eight words.
When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is
made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduc-
tion can be allowed.
For 8 insertions, a deduction of ... 10 per cent.
»120r13,, »» . .20,

”» »» " e . .. 25 ”

”» »”» »e . 30,
For these terms, the serics must, in each case, be completed within tw'clve months
Sfrom date of first insertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at the Off ce,
not later than Twelve o'clock on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if
not paid for at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Assozition,

oo oo

at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn. 8mall amounts may be scrt in
postage stamps.



