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March 22, 1884,

THE YELLOW PIGMENT FOUND IN THE INTESTMNES IN CASES OF ARSENICAL
Porsoxinc.
81r, —The interesting observations made by Dr. J. Campbell Brown and Mr.
Edward Davies, of which an account was published in your last fssue, would
seem to indicate that the yellow pigment in question is impure bilirubin
(Cy Hy NO,). At least, this suggestion would be worth bearing in mind in any
further investigation of the subject.—Yours truly, C. T. Kixczert.
Trevenna, Amhurst Park, N., March 15th, 1884.

THE AUDIOMETER.

81r,—In & recent number of a contemporary journal, the ‘‘audiometer” is de-
scribed as having been recently exhibited as a novelty, and been in use prior to
exhibition for twelve months. I wrote, mentioning that I showed and deseribed
this instrument at the Association meeting at Cork in the year 1879, and that its
merits were then fully discussed by such eminent aurists as Dr. Weber-Liel of
Berlin, Dr. Beard of New York, Drs. Fitzgerald and Jacob of Dublin, Dr. Pierce
of Manchester, Dr. Kirk D of Edinburgh, Dr. McKeown of Belfast, and
Dr. Cassells of Glasgow ; the whole being very fully reported in the BriTism
MEDICAL JOURNAL of August 30th, 1870,

Since the editor of the journal in question has not Frinted my letter, Task,as
an act of justicc to a member of the Association, to allow me to note this fact in
the JourNaL.—I am, yours faithfully, LENNOX BRoOwNE,

36, Weymouth Street, Portland Place, W., March 15th, 1884.

NEW LATIN SYNTAX.
81r,—The following specimen of doctor's Latin occurs in a prescription of a
London physic‘iinn which recently appeared in a medical journal: * Fiat injee-
i ut bis die utendum.”
T would suggest that medical men who are ambitions of writing Latin, after
they have forgotten the rules of syntax, should, for the sake of decency, adhere
to the usual abbreviations.—I am, sir, yours faithfully,

MEeMBER BRIT. MED. As.
SECOND-HAND FRENCH DBOOKSELLER.

Dr. C. P. CooMps asks for the address of a dealer in second-hand medical books in
8.

»,* Leclerc, Boulevard St. Germain, 104; Rey, Rue Monsicur le Prince, 12.

VIOLENT ITCRING IN AN ELDFRLY GENTLEMAN.
81r,—To my mind, one cause of the **itching ™ is the ‘‘ brandy and water several
times a day.” Let him leave this off, and for the ‘‘weak heart” take occasion-
ally a glass of cold soup, made of Liebig's extract, or a tumbler of milk-gruel,
ang observe the result. Aleohol in any shape determines blood to the skin ; and,
when there is a tendency to irritation, the less blood sent to the surface the
better. An aloetic ﬁurge occasionally would be useful in this case.—I am, etc.,
Upper Norwood, March 15th, 1884, GEORGE K. PooLE, Surgeon-Major.

CLIMATE OF AUSTRALIA.
Dr. J. WARD wishes to learn whether the climate of Australia is suitable for a

rson suﬂeﬁnﬁ“from rheumatism, and whether preference is to be given to
xleelbonrne, Adelaide, or Sydney.

QGAs-FIREPLACES.

W. R. E. C. writes: Replying to inquiry of **Ne Quid Nimis," the gas-fireplaces are
shown by the official report of the Smoke Abatement Committee, page 105, to be
superior in heating efliciency to gas-stoves. No smell of burnt gas is to be per-
cemed in the room, as the gas-fireplaces are fitted with & hood and [:pe which

e

convey the products of combustion up the chimney, in front of which the fire-
place stands,

My experience is that, with plenty of gas, a good heat can be got, but costly as
compared with a coal fire, Unless a good draught up the chimney be main-
tained, there will be unpleasant smells and injurious ctluvia.—1 am, etc.,

.

Sir,—I beg to inform *‘ Ne Quid Nimis"” that I have had one of Fletcher's gas-fires
in usc through the winter in the surgery, and am very much pleased with it. It
is instantly red-hot, radiates more heat than the old cual-fire did, and does not
give off the slightest odour in the room.

I enclose my address, and shall be glad to give *“ Ne Quid Nimis” any further
particulars.—I am, ete., . H. W,

P.8.—I may mention that, when choosifg it, I saw several others in action,
but none were by any means cqual to Fletcher's.

THE TREATMENT OF ABORTION.

81r,—I have read the letter of “A Member,” on the above subject, with some
interest, and not without some sympathy for the difticulty he has experienced
in the treatment of abortions during the early months of pregnanc{. An ususal
recommendation in books is to introduce the forefinger of the right hand, and
sweep out the placenta, making sure that it is wholly cleared out. Now, this is
much easier said than done; and I must say that I have usually found it impos-
sible to sweep out the placenta in this or, indeed, any other way until it has be-
come detached from the uterus and is actually in process of being expelled by
uterine contraction. To attempt it before is, in my experience, not only useless,
‘but likely to prove dangerous.

I have for some years resorted to the xltsractice of letting the placenta alone, if
it do not immediately follow the expulsion of the embryo or feetus, which it
rarely does. I mf-rmiuce two sponges to prevent hemorrhage, one applied to
the o8, and another (a large one) in the vagina, to keep the first in position. 1
enjoin perfect rest, and give repeated doses of leiguid extract of ergot ; the
SpOnges are c]mnged daily, and the vagina is washed out with warm water and
Condy’s fluid. Ifind that within two days, as a general thing, the placenta has
become detached and can be with case. Rest, with ergot and bromide
of potassfum for a few days, followed by tonics, bring the case, I should say
almost invariably, to a favoursble termination. The dangers of delay are the
absorption of putrid matter from decomposing placenta, but this is not likely to
m&)en to any extent within three days, and hrwmorrhage due to the separation
of the placenta, i3 not to be viewed with alarm within certain limits. 1 have found
the sponges, introduced in the way I have mentioned, very effectual in prevent-
ing hemorrhage, and affer their introduction I leave the case for some hours
with the utmost confidence.

Another useful method, and one to which I shall resort more frequently in fu-
ture, is to introduce a compressed sponge-tent into the os ; this not only checks
hemorrhage, but also aids in dilating the 0s.--I am, ete.,

816, Kennington Park Road, 8.E. JN0. CaMERON, L.R.C.P.Lond.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :

Our DParis Correspondent ; Mr. J. F. Leeson, West Brighton: Mr. J. H. Hough,
Leamington; Mr. E. Richard, Newcastle; Mr. G. F. Masterman, Stourport ;
Mr. G. H. Darwin, Manchester ; Mr. J. Brindley James, London ; Dr. E. Symes
Thompson, London ; Mr. E. Gordon, 8tockport; Our Glasgow Correspondent ;
Dr. Burnet, London ; Dr. G. Henty, London; Dr. Ward Cousins, Portsea; Dr,
Glascott, Manchester ; Mr. R. F. Benham, London ; Dr. H. Tuke, London s Mr.
W. Chisholm, London ; Mr. P. Wemish, Edinburgh ; Dr. J. H. Stowers, London;
Mr. C. H. Hill, London ; Dr. J. H. Hill, Liverpool ; Mr. G. H. Bailey, London ;
Mr. P. W. G. Canning, Paignton ; The Secretaryof the Clinical Society ; Mr. J.
Brown, Bacup ; The Secretary of the Parkes Museum ; Mr. T. P. Thomson, Dor.
rington ; Our Dublin Correspondent ; Mr. E. Williams, Leicester ; Dr. Alfred
Newman, Wellington, New Zealand ; Mr. Alexander Wilson, Pendlebury ; Dr,
Paget, Cambridge ; Mr. J. Hatton, Weymouth ; Mr. William Crean, Brae, Shet-
land ; Mr. Sharman, Birmingham; Dr. Clifford Allbutt, Leeds; Mr. Power,
Portsea; Mr. A. W. M. Robson, Leeds ; Messrs. Deighton, Bell, and Co., Cam.
bridge ; Mr. R. Graveley, Newick ; Mr. W. H. Latham, Sandbach ; Dr. Suther.
land, London ; The Secretary of the Hospitals Association; Dr. D. G. Prothero,
Malvern; Mr. R. M. Boodle, Cirencester; Dr. P. Boulton, London; Mr. G.
Eastes, Tondon; Our Edinburgh Correspondent; Dr. E. Creswell Baber,
Brighton; Miss H. Lees, Stalybridge; Dr. G. Mitchell, Templemore; Dr.
Humphry, Cambridge; Mr. F. H. Spencer, Exeter; Mr. George Thomson,
Oldham; Our Birmingham Correspondent; MNr. W. G. Dickinson, London;
Messrs. Seeley and Co., London ; Dr. Chavasse, Birmingham ; Mr. R. Lindsay,
Tisbury; Mr. George Meadows, Hastings; Mr. F. W. Anderson, Kingston,
Jamaica; Mr. J. Cargill, Jamaica; Dr. West, London; Mr. Simeon Snell,
8heflicld ; Dr. J. Irving, London; Dr. Fancourt Barnes, London ; Mr. M. M. Car-
tan, Rostrevor, co. Down; Mr. J. Dixon, Dorking; J. 8.; Our Cairo
Correspondent ; Mr. A. M. Alcock, Innishannon, co. Cork ; Dr. Casey, ‘Windsor;
The Secretary of the National Health Society; Mr. T. Partridge, Stroud ; Mr.
C. Biddle, Merthyr Tydfil; Mcssrs. W. Watson and Sons, London; Mr. C. E. Jen.
nings, Tynemouth ; The Editorof the Medical Times and Gazette ; Dr. J. Foster,
Bradford ; Dr. Emrys-Jones, Manchester ; Mr. J. W. Hamill, Manchester ; Mr.
J. Cameron, London; Mr. A. T. Mears, Newcastle-on-Tyne; L. G.; Mr. A.
Kempe, Exeter; Mr. Lowndes, Liverpool ; Mr. P. M. Kelty, Sutton Coldfield;
Dr. Joseph Rogers, London; Dr. R. E. Carrington, London; Mr. E. Noble Smith,
London ; Mr. ¥. H. Harris, Mildenhall ; Mr. Charles Shears, Liverpool ; Mr. F.
Paul, Liverpool; Mr. Thomas H. Hawkins, Denver; Mr. H. Douty, Powick;
Mr. J. Lloyd Roberts, Denbigh ; Mr. Hudson, London ; Mr. E. Owen, London ;
Dr. W. Wilson, Manchester; Mr. Arthur Napper, Cranleigh; Dr. Norman
Kerr, London ; Mr. R. E. Burgess, Kettering; Dr. A. S. Currie, Lyduey;
Our Aberdeen Correspondent; Mr. Lennox Browne, London; Dr. Styrap,
Shrewsbury ; Dr. Windle, Birmingham; Mr. J. Smith, Belfast ; Mr. Bennett
May, Birmingham ; Mr. P. Davidson, Liverpool; Mr. W. J. Spence, Bradford ;
Dr. John McNab, Harris, N.B.; Dr. Suckling, Birmingham; Messrs. Thurs-
field and Messiter, Wednesbury ; The Secretary of the Apothecaries' Hall ; Sir
Edmund Lechmere, London; Mr. C. T. Kingzett, London; Mr. Shirley
Murphy, London, ete.

BOOKS, erc., RECEIVED.

Atlas of Female Pelvie Anatomy. By D. Berry Hart, M.D. Edinburgh: W. and
A. K. Johnston.

Aids to Obstetrics. Double Part. By Samuel Nall, B.A., M.B. London:
Bailli¢re, Tindall, and Cox.

Aids to Botany. Double Part. By Armand Semple, B.A.,, M.B. London: Buil-
liére, Tindall, and Cox. 1883,

The Gold-Headed Cane. By W. Munk, M.A., F.8.A. London : Longmans, Green,
and Co. 1884,

A Treatise on Bright's Disease of the Kidney. By H. B. Millard, M.D., A.M.
New York: Wood and Co. 1884,

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”
Seven lines and under
Each additional line

A whole column ..
A page
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An A\‘era{;é line contains éi;;ht words.
When a series of insertions of the rame advertisement is ordered, a discount is
made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction

can be allowed.
For 6 insertions, a deduction of

10 per cent.
» 120r13 ,, ”

25 ”

” ” ” o
» 52 ” ”

.. .. . "
For these terms, the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve months from
date of first insertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, sed to the M. , at the Office, not
later than Twelve o'clock on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if not
paid for at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payahle to the British Medical Association,

11

at the West Central Post-Oflice, High Holborn. 8mall amounts may be sent in
postage stamnps. )



