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PROPOSED ANNUAL METROPOLITAN MEETING OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION, ¢

81r,—I am highly gratified to see that the proposal for an annual meeting of the
British Medgical Association, to be held regularly in the metropclis, has' béen
brought before the Council of the A iation, on the occa of their last

. meeting of April 17th, by Surgeon-Major Evatt. Albeit upacquainted with
his letter's_exact contents (not yet given to publicity), I am able, nevertheless,
to readily divine its more salient points, having enjoyed the advantage of a per-
sonal conversation on the subject with that gentleman a short time sinece, when
Tintimated my warm approval of the same, and also my resolution of cordially
supporting his application when made. It may be fairly pleaded that such an
arrangement cannot be too prematurely adopted, and I trust that-its obvious
advantages will be patent to all members of the Association. Its promoters
strongly deprecate any wish to abolish the annual movable meeting as now held,
but the adoption of an annual London meeting need nat in the least militate
against the latter, while the regularity of such a meeting at a fixed locale in Lon-
don, the great centre of the scientific as well as of ‘the political world, will be
fraught with unspeakable advantages to the eleven thousand members of the
British Medical Association. ..

To sum up as briefly as possible the benefits and practicability of the proposed
scheme, there are numerous buildings in London, especially on its Surrey side,
which, for a comparatively moderate outlay, insignificant for the Association,
already one of the wealthiest medical bodies in the world, could be acquired and
readily converted to the following requirements. A hall for the annual and other
meetings of the Association, and dependencies which, properly utilised, might
answer the purposes of that, so urgently needed, desideratum, a club of an ex-
clusively medical character. It may be noted nnder this head that many an
abortive scheme for supplying the medical profession with a club, as exclusive,
in a professional sense, as those devoted to the army, éfc., has been mooted;
none have succeeded. Supported by the countenance of so powerful a medical
corporation as the British Medical Association, a club exclusively reserved to
medical members would become an accomplished fact and permanent institu-
tion. A powerful case in illustration of this assertion is found in the Medical
Sickness, Annuity, and Life-Assurance Society, which has not-.only become a
living organisation, but is gradually and rapidly progressing in development
under the all powerful auspices of the same Association. b

ractical nature may be raised against the feasibility of the project is natural,

gut they will speedily vanish on inspection. A judicious selection of site and

building can obviate much néedless expenditure, especially if due precautions be

. taken against flights of architectural fancy, should fresh building be needed, by

the adoption of a chaste and simple style befitting an erection devoted to
ZAsculapius. )

Permitmealso to offera further suggestion. A shorf f,ime since I wrotea paper, not
yet published, demonstrating theadvantages ofan institution begotten by our trans-
Atlantic kindred, the Polyclinic or Post-Graduate Medical College, as established
in New York and other American cities. Might not _the building devoted to the
purposes now so warmly advocated be also utilised by extension to facilitate the
contemporaneous establishment of a British Polyclinie, an institution which, it
may be confidently asserted, will be enthusiastically hailed on itsinauguration
(and we are happy to add it i3 actually in embryo) by thousands, certain as it is
of taking definitive root and prominent place among the medical eduecational

bodies of the realm, if backed up by the British Medical Association with its i

eleven thousand active members ?

In the interest of our noble calling and its numerous bers, T shall est:
myself deéply favoured if you will kindly find room for ihsertion for my letter in
your valuable columns, and beg to remain, sir, your obedient servant,

4’4;, Jamaica Road, S.E. . J. BRINDLEY JAMES.

- SociaL Purity. - .

Dr. Geo. K. PooLE, Warden of the Norwood White Cross League, Upper Nor-
wood, writes :— Inreply to ‘‘ Hirudo,” the best pamphiet I know is-Ellice Hop-
kins’s White Cross Army, published by Hatchards, Piceadilly, price 2d., or 8s. 4d.
a hundred. It touches very fully on the movement for social purity among
men. The Bishop of Bedford’s speech at Exeter Hall, printed by the Social
Purity Alliance, is also excellent. I should be happy to assist ‘“Hirudo” in
forming a white cross legion in his parish if he would write to me.”

ENgLisH WORK IN EGYPpT. :

MR. CHARLES Cook writes :—* Dr. Crookshank has been Director-General of the
gﬁsons of Egypt since the beginning of the year, and.it is only fair to say he is
oing all he can to cleanse and purify those dreadful places. It was no uncom-
mon thing to find the water used for drinking purposes kept in the latrine, and
a cesspool under the room where the prisoners slept. At Zagazig, in a prison 72
yards square, there were 72 men sleepini; and at Benha there had been an epi-
demic of typhoid fever. But this is not the worst. Over 1,400 prisoners we found
in prisons who were untried, some havingebeen there over five years, or, as the
inclosed letter from Mr. Clifford Lloyd states, longer than that. On my return to
Cairo, I wrote to the authorities, and to His Highness the Khedive, praying that
the cases of these men might be seen into at once, or else that they be dis-
charged, as Dr. Crookshank had informed me that most of them had served
the maximum term of their imprisonment if they had been tried and found
guilty, but, as he declared, ‘ very many of them have been falsely accused.” In
many cases, no witnesses could befound, and all documentary evidence inst
others had been lost ; yet were these poor creatures kept in chains, with no books
to read, and no work to do. Iam glad to say that, three days after our petition
ﬁ"ﬁ: rt?l‘l't in, 120 were released, and this was to continue till all were set at

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, ete., have been received from :
Our Edinburgh Correspondent; Mr. Malcolm Morris, London; Mr. Shirley
Murphy, London; Messrs. John Moir and Son, London ; Dr. Mackey, Brighton ;
Lord Brabazon, London ; Mr. J. J. Byrne, Preston ; Dr. R. Saundby, Birming-
ham ; Sir J. Eardley Wilmot, London ; Messrs. J. M. Wilson and Co., London ;
Dr. Allen Duke, Guildford ; Mr. W. H. Greening, Birmingham ; The Secrétary
of the Crystal Palace Company ; Dr. Robertson, Kimberley ; Mr. Thomas J ones,
Brecon ; Messrs. S8ampson Low, and Co. ; Dr. W. J. Sykes, Portsmouth ; The
Secretary of the Royal Medical Benevolent College, Epsom ; Dr. Shirtliff,
Kingston-on-Thames ; Our Aberdeen Correspondent; Mr. Vincent Jackson,

That objections of a |

‘Wolverhampton ; Dr. Stowers, London ; The Secretary of ‘the Pathological
Society, London ; Mr. H. Jackson, Barnstaple ; Mr. T. M. Stone, London; Dr.

. Sidney Coupland, London ; Mr. A. T. Brand, Driffield ; Dr. H. Campbell Pope,
London; Dr. G. E. Yarrow, Londen ; Our Dublin Correspondent ; Our Glasgow
Correspondent ; Mr. Berkeley Hill, London ; Dr. Althaus, London; Mr. Samuel
Benton, London; Mr. H. Clark, Ipswich; The Secretary of the University of
8t. Andrew's; Mr. R. T. Risk, Harrow; Mr. Wm. House, Devonport; Dr.
Ashley, London; Mr. Joseph Swales, Sheerness : Mr. Bisdée, Eversleigh, Ban-
well; Mr. E. Joseph, Eton; The Secretary of the Epidemiological Society ;
Mr. Joseph Byrne, Londonderry; Mr. Druce J. Slater, London ; Dr. R. Wade
Savage, Loudon ; The Secretary of the Clinical Society ; Mr. T. Jenner Verrall,
Brighton:; Mr. P. 8. Brito, Edinburgh; Our Manchester Correspondent ; Dr.
Bernard, Londonderry ; Mr. C. G. Wheelhouse, Leeds ; Mr. Henry A. Powell,
Beckenham ; Mr. J. Holroyde, Chatham ; Mr. H. A. Collins, Saxmundham ; Dr.
Menzies, Cannes ; Dr. Joseph Rogers, London ; Mr. C. E. Baker, Newport ; Dr.
J. Pedlow, Sutton ; Messrs. Kensington and Co., London ; Dr. Clifford Allbutt,
Leeds; Mr. C. E. Jennings, Tynemouth; Dr. J. Farrar, Morecambe ; Mr. R.
Jeffreys, Chesterfield ; Mr. D. Wilson, New ‘Washington; Mr. R. J. J. Mac-
Donald, Edinburgh ; Mr. P. H. Reed, Hartlepool ; Dr. J. Milner Fothergill,
London; Dr. T. 8. Reid, Carn Bres, Cornwall; Dr. R. J. Roulston, Aylesford ;
Mr. Macvie, Bootle ; Dr. Wm. Niven, London ; Mr. H. A. Lawton, Poole ; Mr."
Thomas Partridge, Stroud ; Mr. J. H. Morris, Bolton ; Mr. R. N. Halliwell,
Dewsbury ; Mr. A. W. Nankivell, Chatham ; Dr. J. Magee Finny, Dublin; Mr.
W. T. Clegg, Liverpool; Dr. H. A. Martin, Cosham ; Mr. W. H. R. Starkey,
London ; Dr. Dobell, Bournemouth ; Mr. A. Boyle Thompson, London; Mr.
George Scudamore, London; Dr. Sanctuary, Salisbury ; Mr. A. Stokes, Rei-
gate; Mr. W. J. Mackie, Turvey ; Mr. Wm. Harvey, Newton Abbot; Mr.
Bernard Roth, London; Mr. R. W. Ingle, Cambridge ; Mr. James W. Cook,
Aberdeen; Mr. W. James Maurice, Reading; Our Paris Correspondent ;
Messrs. Loeflund and Co. ; The Secretary of the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday
Fund ; Dr. E. F. Scougal, Holme Valley; Dr. Sturges, London; Mr. W. C.
Dunton, London ; Mr. A. W. Mayo Robson, Leeds; Dr. W. Ewart, London ;
Mr. F. J. Lloyd, London ; Dr. Herringham, London ; Mr. C. E. ‘Winckworth,
Sheffield ; Mr. C. Baxter, Glasgow ; Dr. Enders, Sandwich Islands ;3 Our Belfast
Correspondent; Dr. Sadler, Barnsley; Mr. T. Whitehead Reid, Canterbury ;
Mr. Samuel Foulds, Chesterfield; Dr. Fancourt Barnes, London; Mr. J.
Brindley James, London ; Mr. M. D. Makuna, Rhondda ; The Honorary Secre-
taries of the Odontological Society ; Mrs. N. Barry, Cork ; The Honorary Secre-
tary of the Manchester Medical Society ; Mr. J. White, London ; Mr. George L.
Webster, Bewdley; Mr. John Giles, Caxton, Cambridge ; Mr. A. Smither,
London; Dr. Sieveking, London ; Mr. W. L'Heureux Blenkarne, Buckingham ;
Mr. Paul, Liverpool ; Mr. R. Sadler, Barnsley ; The Secretary of the Chelsea

" Hospital for Women; Mr. Lawson Tait, Birmingham ; T. W.; Mr. G. Smith,
Higham ;- Mr. J. D. Phillips, Hoxne ; Our Birmingham Correspondent ; Mr.
Walsham, London; Mr. G. 8. Mahomed, Bournemouth ; Mr. W. B. Paterson, ~
London ; Mr. W. H. Webb, Kingsbridge ; Mr. A. H. Twining, Salcombe Dr.
Acland, Oxford ; Mr. T. O. Wood, Wimbledon, etc.

BOOKS, rrc., RECEIVED.

Cremation ; The Treatment of the Body after Death. By Sir H. Thompson.
Third Edition. Together with paper, entitled, Cremation or Burial, by 8ir
T. Spencer Wells ; and the Charge of Sir James Stephens. London : Smith,
Elder, and Co. 1884.

In the Watches of Night: Poems.
and Co. 1884,

An Index of Surgery. By C. B. Keetley, F.R.C.S. Second Edition. London :
Smith, Elder, and Co. 1884.

The Cinchona Barks Pharmacognostically Considered. By Friedrich A. Fliickiger,
Ph.D. Translated from the original text, with some additional notes, by
F. B. Power, Ph.D. London: J. and A. Churchill. 1884.

A Medical Guide to Health-Resorts of Northern England. By R. Ellis, F.R.C.S.
London : W. Scott. Newcastle-on-Tyne: W. E. Franklin. = 1884.

By Mrs. Horace Dobell. London: Remington

SCALE OF GHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”

Seven lines and under .. . . .. ..£0 83 6
Each additional line . . . .. .. 00 4
A whole column .. . . . .. .. 115 0
Apage .. 500

An avetaéé line contains e'i'g‘nt words.

‘When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is
madge onuth‘ev;ibove scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction
can be allo . M

For 6 insertions, a deduction of .. .. . 10 per cent.
5 120r13 ,, 1 .. .. o200,
" ” 1 . .. .. 25 ”

5 52 ” ' .. .. .. 80

For these terms, the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve months from
date of first insertion. ’ ”

Advertisements sheuld be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at the Office, not
later than Twelve o'clock on the Wednesday preceding .publication ; and, if not
paid for at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association,
at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts may be sent in
postage stamps.



