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RESULT OR COINCIDENCE?

Bermingham and Co., London ; Dr. Robertson, Kimberley ; Mr. J. Farrant Fry,

Srr,—I wish to know if the following somewhat desirable result of treatment has
been observed in other cases where syrupus ferri et quinire hydrobromas cum
strychnid (Fletcher) has been prescribed. . o

Mr. J. H., aged 50, suffering from dyspepsia, loss of appetite,and the symptoms
frequently observed in subjects who are often on the verge of delerium tremens,
came to me on April 27th last, and asked for some tonic medicine. He said the
loss of appetite for food was what he chiefly complained of, and that he felt in
a very weak state, a short walk or any slight exertion making him feel tiredamtl
Sbo use his own words) ‘‘ good for nothing.” I prescribed the above medicine in
drachm dosés, three times a day. '

Now comes the unlooked-for result. He had been an habitual smoker of the
strongest black tobacco, but since-taking the syrup has felt no desire whatever
$o smoke, and attributes it entirely to the medicine. This case of course is
hardly a fair one to judge by, being only a short time under treatment.

It would, however, be very interesting to ascertain if this effect (if it be one)
has been noticed in other similar cases.—T remain, yours truly,

Coole Abbey, Fermoy, Ireland. Henry W. PEARD, M.B.

) CHLOROFORM NARCOSIS DURING SLEEP. .
SiR,—It i:})rohable that the house-surgeons of hospitals would be able to give a
00d deal of information on this subject. While acting in that capacity at the
gurgieal Hospital, 8tockton-on-Tees, I have on several occasions induced chloro-
form narcosis without awakening the dpatient. I never tried it on adults, as my
object was to avoid the struggling and erying usual in children when chloroform
is given. Ihave only distinct recollections of three cases which occurred last
year; and as I only did it as a matter of convenience, I should not be surprised
if some unsuccessful cases have escaped my memory.

Inone case a child, about eight years old, suffering from very extensive burns,
I twice ehloreformed during sleep previously to dressing the burns. .

Case 2 was a child of about four years, in whom I produced anmsthesia pre-
viously to lithotomy.

In case 3, where the leg had been amputated at the hip-joint, I administered
chloroform before the first dressing without awaking the child, aged 8, who was
of an exceedingly nervous disposition. The ehloroform was in each case given
very gradually, and ona towel. There are two or three remarks to be e on
these cases, fourin all. 1. The patients were all children. 2. They were all,
more or less, out of health, but, on the other hand, from the nature of the ail:
ment, they were none of them sound sleepers, and the anmsthetic was given
during daylight, in a large ward. With regard to the time occupied, I do not
think that more than ten minutes was required to produce ansthesia ; indeed,
I believe it was probably less, but then the subjects were children, and more or
less debilitated. I have once or twice given chloroform to an adult previously
to an operation who was insensible from shock caused by injury ; but this hardl;
bears on the question, and I quite think that it would probably be tound muc|
more easy of accomplishment in the young than in adults.—I am, ete.,

E. GorpoN-Hurr, M.D.Dubl., Withern, Lincolnshire.

Rus should apply to one of the medical agents for the information he requires.
We cannot answer the question.

THE UNION oF WOUNDS AND FRACTURES IN OLD PERSONS.
Bir,—Having seen a letter from Professor Humphry in the BRITISE MEDICAL
JouRNAL of the 17th instant, in which he states he is anxious to obtain évidence
relative to the ‘‘union of wounds from operations or otherwise inflicted,” on old
persons, probably the following case may be of interest to him.

John Carrol, aged 91, residing in Collooney, fell out of his bed, one night last
June, on the edge of a Dutch oven, and réeeived a very serious wound, dVer four
inches long, on the lef§ side of his head. I saw him two hours after the accident
in a very weak state from shock and loss of blood. The wound was gaping in
its entire extent, the bone stripped of the periost: , and slightly dep d at
one point about the centre of the wound. I drew the edges of the wound to-
%e‘tl:ner, put on a compress saturated with: ‘“ Friar's Balsam,” and placed a tight

dage over all. On the fourth day the wound looked healthy, healing by gra-
nulation, and was dressed with carbolic.oit. On the cighth day the old man was
‘* himself again,” and able to go out.. He gave me a most graphic acconnt of how
he saw & gentl in the y y-serv.ce shot down by the French in 1798 at
a place some miles distant from this village, and how the * poor young gentle-
tnan’s * father was ¢ tuk’ prisoner by the *furiners’ when trying to.rescue his
darlin’ sen.” My old patient was then six years old, and was being carried on
his mother’s back to an inland village for safety, when they came on the scene.
1 may mention .that three years the old man met with some very rough
treatment in a fight after a fair, and I then dressed a very nasty scalp-wound for
him, the result of a blow from a ‘ blackthorn.' The old man is still alive, but
suffering from senile dementia.—I am, sir, yours faithfully,

JorN MoLony, Surgeon and Physician.
Collooney, Co. 8ligo, May 19th, 1884.
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