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INFECTION OF SMALL-POX.
81r,—Could any of your numerous readers inform me, through the medinm ot
your JOURNAL, at what uperiod. after contracting small-pox, a patient may be
considered free of infection ?—I am, sir, yours, etc., W. E

*+* In mild cases the patient will be free of infection in three weeks from the
appearance of the eruption, in severe cases often not bLefore two months.
There is no fixed time, but, as soon as all the scabs and the dried up vesicles and
pustules have come off the skin, the patient is free of infecti The dried-up
pustules remain longest under the thick skin of the hands and fect.

COLERIDGE AND D& QUINCEY.

SiR,—I had already read the passage in Mr. Payn's Reminiscences, quoted in an
unsigned letter in the JourNaL of January 10th. Of course, it proves nothing
as to the quantity of laudanum which De Quincey was in the habit of taking.
It is not even stated whether he helped himself from his own decanter as freely
as he would have helped himself to wine. And, again, Mr. Payn did not ascer-
tain whether the decanter contained pure laudanum. Probably it was wine
with some laudanum added to it. The statements of Mr. Nicholson, who knew
both Coleridge and De Quincey, are very interesting.—Your obedient servant,

A SiMpLE AND EFFECcTIVE METHOD OF CLEARING THE TRACHEOTOMY-TUBE
AFTER OPLRATION. .

S1r,—Therc are unfortunately too many modern instances of medical men who, like
the late Mr. Samuel Rabbeth, have run the risk of death, in their endeavour to
¢lear the tracheotomy-tube, ¢ by the application of the mouth, and sucking ™ of
that exceedingly t i olwa{s T t in diphtheritic cases. In
order to obviate, if possible, the necessity for such a proceeding, I venture to
suggest that one or two of the long or primary feathers from the wing of the
ordinary barn-door fowl should always be laid in readiness on the table, among
the instruments considered indisp ble for this operation. By the insertion
of this simple instrument through the tube into the trachea, and gently twirling
it once or twice between the thumb and forefinger, the glutinous secretion be-
comes inveigled in the barbs and barbules of the feather, and may be drawn
forth more effectively, I bhelieve, than by any form of suction that can be
brought to bear on the tracheotomy-tube.

During the summer of 1866, 1 assisted Dr. Bruce, of Dingwall-then of Cri-
mond, Aberdeenshire—in performing tracheotomy on a child about 5 years of
age, suffering from a severe form of diphtheritic croup. The child was evi-
dently on the point of suffocation, and a brother or sister had died under similar
conditions only a day or two before. Dr. Bruce, however, determined on giving
the little sufferer the only chance in his power. The operation was performed
at once in the usnal way, but the tube was continually becoming blocked with
viscid mucus, so that, had not the feather or some such simple instrument
been resurted to, the child must certainly have perished. I remained several
hours with the case }mrposely to clear the cannula, and had the great satisfac-
tion, in the course of a few weeks, of seeing the patient restored to health.—1

am, W. Muir, M.D.
LACTATE OF LEAD.
81R,—1 belicve you will find liquor plumbi lactatis to be almost identical with
cremor lithargyri, given in Squire’sCompanion to the British Pharmacopeeia (liquor
plumbi 1, crcam 8). There 1is, perhaps, a little salicylic acid added to pre-
gerve it.

The prﬂmratioll is best used fresh, as, if sour, it irritates. I only know of its
being used to inflamed surfaces, erysipelas and eczema. It may be either painted
over with a brush, or applied with lint like a compress.—Yours truly,

1, Esplanade, Waterloo, Liverpool. JosEPH MATTHEWS.

ete.,

Ox toE,RESULTS oF EXTENSION)AFTER TENOTOMY.

SIR,~May I ask those of your readers interested in orthopzdic surgery, whether
it is an established fact (as generally stated) that, after tenotomy, the extension
madec use of in the after-treatment actually stretches the mewly formed tendon
between the cut ends, like a piece of India-rubber?

I have recently operated on two cases of wry-neck, one a severe case with two
and a half inches shortening on the affected side. My after-treatment in these
cages was first by elastic extension, with a Martin's bandage. Finding this
rather irk e, I d manual extension, with a very good result. One
thing struck me, that, on forcibly extending the divided tendon, a distinct
‘‘give,” accompanied by a snap, was the result. I found that the upper end of
the new tendon and the lower end of the old were scparated abruply for about
one-eighth of an inch; the nail and part of the tip of the index-finger could be
inserted into the hollow ; therc was evidently no new material between the old
and the new tendon.

After a lapse of twenty-four hours or so, this hollow was filled up with inflam-
matory lymph (tendon-callus, if we may so term it), which projected lump-like
above the level of the old tendon ; this, after a time, was smoothed down to the
ordinary level of the tendon.

8 not this show that, whether mechanical and slow, or manual and quick,
extension be used, the newly f d t is not stretched, but rather that the
emmiowl;d opens up a fresh area of sheath from which the new tendon is
ufenen

f this separation be %re&t non-union is the result, the blood-supply bein
unequal to tlln):rd‘emnd of te ’ ey s

ndon-formative material.—Your obedient servant,
Snodland, Rochester. T. HExDERSON Pounps, F.R.C.8.

LANCING THE GuUMmS.
S1Rr,—Will you allow me to send you the following remarks ‘by John Hunter, in
reference to the effects of dentition, and his experience of lancing the gums?
¢ Teething is lproelm:t(ve of local and constitutional complaints, with local
sympathy. The local symptoms are inflammation, heat, and sweiling of the
gums, and an increased flow of saliva. e constitutionsal, or g 1 conse-
quential symptoms, are fever and universal convulsion, attended by diarrhea,
costi , loss of appetite, erupti on the skin, especially on the face an
scalp ; cough, shortness of brmtfl, with a kind of convulsed respiration ; spasms
of particular parts ; an increased secretion of urine, and sometimes_a diminu-
tion of that secretion with a discharge of matter.”
He goes on to say : ‘“ As far as my experience has taught me, to cut the gums
down to the teeth appears to be the only method of cure. I have performed
this operation above ten times upon the same teoth, where the disease had re-

[ 80 often, and every time with absolute removal of the svn toms."” —
Yours faithfully, WiLLiax J. V, HagrLE,

———

BaANNOCKXBURN.—~Information on the subject of the preliminary examinations can
',5?1’{’,“‘“{" on application to the Officer of the Royal College of Surgcons,
inburgh,

L.R.C.8.—We do not know anything of the merits of the University o V!
United States.

DR. SHEPHERD.—The information required is not in our possession.
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COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been reccived from :
Our Dublin Correspondent ; Mr. J. Vesey Fitzgerald, Birmingham ; Our Edip.
burgh Correspondent ; Mr. T. M. Stone, London ; Our Birmingham Correspon.
dent; Dr. Norman Kerr, London ; Dr. W. J. Adam, Glasgow ; Dr. MacCombie,
London; Dr. J. W. Langmore, London ; Dr. Orwin, London ; Mr. 8. Snel,
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Imlach, Liverpool; Mr. J. A, McMunn, Alderney ; Mr.G. L. Crickmay, London;
Dr. Althaus, London; Mr. G. C. Kingsbury, Blackpool; Dr. Walter G. Walford,
London; Dr. Styrap, 8hrewsbury ; Dr. Vivian Poore, London ; Dr. W. P. Wat-
son, Jersey City ; Mr. Robert Gray, Armagh ; Mr. R. H. Woodhouse, London;
Mr. D. G. Bennet, Edinburgh ; Mr. M. A. B. Corbin, Guernsey ; Messrs. Harri-
son and Spooner, London; Dr. G. Ernest Herman, London; Dr. R. W. Leftwich,
London ; Dr. David Newman, Glasgow ; Dr. W. 8. Paget, Liverpool ; Mr, E.
Law, London ; Mr. Thomas Keith, Edinburgh ; Mr. Timothy 1lolmes, London;
The Honorary Secretarics of the Hospitals Assuciation ; Mr. A. W. B. Fadyen,
Lochinver; Mr. W. Hamilton Allen, Bardney; Mr. L. Charlesworth, York ;
L T. B.; Mr. Alexander Towne, London ; Mr. Sidney Barwise, Birmingham ;
Dr. J. D. Hayward, Liverpool; Mr. W. Thomson, Dublin ; Mr. Shirley F. Mur-
phy, London ; Mr. H. Lewis Jones, London; De Vrij's Cinchona Liquida Com-
pany, London; Mr. Henry Humphreys, 8t. Leonard's ; Dr. Atthill, Dublin;
Dr. J. J. Charles, Cork ; Dr. Hime, Buncrana, co. Donegal; Mr. Charles
Arnison, Stanhope ; Mr. J. F. Briscoe, London ; Mr. J. W. T. Moore, Birken-
head ; Mr. W. W. Fenton, Tallon ; Dr. Bond, Gloucester ; Dr. Fanceurt Barnes,
London ; Our Liverpool Correspondent ; Our Manchester Correspondent; Dr.
Neale, London ; Dr. 8impson, Aberdeen ; Messrs. Bouny and Small, London ;
Dr. Cullimore, London ; Mr. A. E. Ferns, Stockport; Mr. F. W. Lowndes,
Liverpool; Mr. Bernard Roth, London; Mr. Lawson Tait, Birmingham;

Mr. F. A. Southam, Manchester ; Mr. Wheelhouse, Lecds ; Our Belfast Corres-
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SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”

Seven lines and under .

. . .. .0 3 6
Each additional line . . . . .. 00 4
A whole column .. . . . - . 115 0
A page .. .5 00

An average line contains eight words.
‘When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is
made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction
can be allowed. ‘
For 6 insertions, a deductionof .. -« 10 per cent.
» 120113, " . . IR

"
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”
. B » ’ .. . . 30
For these terms, the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve months froin
the date of first insertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at the Office, not
later than noon on the Wednesday preceding publication; and, if not paid for
at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made I;ayn.ble to the British Medical Association
at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts may be sent in
postage-stamps.



