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THE CHOICE OF AN ANZSTHETIC.
81r,—Will you kindly inform me with whom the resgonslbili and choice of an
thetic lies—the operator or the administrator ? I say the latter. but have
been led to believe that the surgeon usually decides. My reason for asking is,
that I prefer chloroform to ether.—I am, sir, yours obediently,

AN ESTHESIA.

*_* The responsibility in question falls upon the anwsthetist, and the choice
of the anwsthetic should, therefore, rest also with the administrator. The sur-
‘geon, in our experience, usually leaves to the administrator the choice, and does
not particularly care what vapour is used so long as his opcration is rendered
painl and the patient s from the anwsthesia without accident of any
kind. The choice of the anesthetic, however, which depends upon many differ-
cnt conditions—the age of the patient, the nature of the operation, etc.—is
generally a matter of amicable arrangement between the operator and adminis-
trator. Our correspondent appears to fear that his choice may not be accept-
able to every surgeon, and wishes, perhaps, to enlist some anthority on his own
side, in view of a future possible divergence of views. May not the fear of such
conflict arise from an apprehension that his preference of chloroform to ether is
not now genorally entertained by surgeons, at any rate, for operations upon
adult patients? And, if this be so, would not our correspondent do well to
cndeavour to assimilate his views to the opinions of those who often have the
choice of an anmsthetist, even if to the latter gentleman belong the selection
of the anwmsthetic to be used ?

CERTIFYING FACTORY SBURGEONS.
8ir,—Could you, or any of the readers of the Jour~ar, let me know how
certifying factory s ns are appointed ? Is it by seniority in age, or residence,
or qualifications ? or has influence un{lthing to do with it *—I am, etc.,
EMBER BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

RovAL CoLLEGE OF S8URGEONS OF ENaLAND.

THe following were the questi in 8 g', Medicine, and Midwifery, sub-
mitted to the candidates at the final examination for the membership on January
20th. Surgicel Anatomy and the Principles and Practice c¢f Surgery. (Four
questions at least to be answered, including one of the first two.) 1. How would
you amputate the thumb at its carpal articulation? What parts would be
divided in the operation? 2. Give the attacl ts and of the scalenus
anticus muscle, with special reference to ligature of the subclavian artery. 3.
You are called, four or five days afterits infliction, to a case of punctured wound
of the palm, which was attended at the time of the accident with copious
hwmorrhage. This being repeated, what modes of treatment are open for adop-
tion? State your reasons for the particular method which you would select.
4. What are the causes of gangrene ? How is dead tissue separated from the liv-
ing? 5. What are the xarietics and complications of compound fracture of the
tibia and fibula? How would you treat them? 6. Describe the symptoms,
treatment, and pr is of ign bodies in the pharynx and (r,soglugus.—
Principles and Practice of Medicine. 1. Describe a fit of ague. Point out the
etiology, varieties, scthologlul effects, and treatment of this complaint. 2.

Give an account of the causes, morbid anatomy, u¥m toms, and treatment of
acute peritonitis. 8. Describe the physical signs of (a) pericardial effusion, (b)
emphysema with chronic bronchitis, (¢) cancer of the liver. 4. Mention the
important ingredients in the following officinal presa.ru.!;i0|u::S and indicate briefly
their actions and therapeutic uses, with their doses :—Confectio sulphuris,
liquor arsenicalis, mistura fe: posita, pilula ip hee cum scill, pilula
saponis composita, pulvis kino compositus, pulvis elaterii ¢compositus, spiritus
ammoniz aromaticus, and tinctura colchici.—Midiwcifery and Diseases of Women.
1. Describe the mechanism of labour, with the head presenting in the right
oblique diameter and the occiput posterior. 2. What is the meaning of the
terms ‘ uterine inertia * and ‘“ tonic contraction of uterus?” How would you
distinguish between these conditions? 3. Describe a case of phlegmasia dolens
from its commencement to its termination in recovery. What are the dangers
incident to this disease? 4. What are the conditions which give rise to menor-
rhagia? How would you treat them?

HoSPITALS FOR MORPHINISM.

SIRr,—I observe that one of your correspondents has inquired as to the existence
of any hospitals for the treatment of morphinism, and your answer agrees with
the result of my own inquiries, that there are none in this country. Yet it is
to be feared that cases of morphinism, resulting from the abuse of hypodermic
injection and the taking of chlorodyne and other opiates, are of frequent oceur-
rence, and arc ming more common every day, as is the case also with
chloralism. The first step in the treatment of such cases, as in common alco-
holie inebriety, is to remove the paticnt from all the surroundings which are as-
sociated with the formation of the habit, and to launch him on an entirely new
carcer of health{ physical and mental occupations. [ have been accustomed to
take, or to send, under suitable medical supervision, such patients to travel
abroad ; but this, though attended, almost invariably, with good results, is a
very expensive line of treatment ; and, moreover, it i3 not the best which might
‘e adopted if suitable means for isolating and treating the patient existed at
home. It may interest your correspondent to know that there is a scheme on
foot, at the present time, for establishing a private home for young men of in-
temperate habits, in a honse on the banks of the Thames, a short distance
from London, but isolated from all town-associations, where boating, fishing,
‘riding, driving, lawn-tennis, gymnastics, billiards, and other !mltb{ outdoor
and indoor occupations can be carried on ; and also, when necessary, the higher
branches of education and preparation for examinations can be pressed forward
simultaneonsly with medical treatment. It is intended to meet the case of many
young men whose bad habits are of short Guration, and are, therefore, easily
curable.—Your obedient servant, 3

OATMEAL FOR CONSTIPATION IN CHILDREN.

Sin,—I have always found a tablespoonful of fine bran in bread and milk,
night and morning, to be the best method of combating this troublesome ail-
ment, and it is very useful in conveying to the child silica and phosphates. The
bran should be allowed to soak in the milk, and then, when warmed up to a
little below boiling point, it should be poured on the bread.—Yours truly,

124, Fulham Road, 8, W. V. Pourailx, M.D.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have beon received from :
Mr. Laurence Humphry, Cambridge ; Mr. W. Anderson, London ; Dr, Carring.
ton, London ; Our Liverpool Correspondent; Mr. Bhirley Murphy, London :
Mr. H. J. Forster, London ; Mr. Percy Pope, South Hayling ; The Secretary of
the Home Hospitals Association ; M.B. ; Mr. William Battle, London ; Mr, J.
R. Purdy, Woodlesford, Leeds; Sir James Paget, London ; Dr. Champ
London ; Mr. R. W. Savage, London ; Mr. T. W. H. Young, Woodley; Mr. E. J.
Adams, Sheflield ; Dr. E. Paget Thurston, Southb gh; Mr. James A. Myrtle,
Harrogate; Our Aberdeen Correspondent; Mr. G. P. Atkinson, Pontefract ;
Mr. Richard Wood, Bromsgrove ; Dr. Poulain, London ; Mr. J. L. Green, Salis.
bury ; Mr. Joseph Bullivant, Derby ; Dr. H. Campbell Pope, London ; Dr, J.
Hamilton Scott, Canterbury ; Mr. Jabez Hogg, London; Mr. John Marshall,
Dover ; Mr. W. D. Spanton, Hanley ; Dr. Wm. Stokes, Dublin; Mr. P, g,
Abraham, Dublin ; Dr. V. Poore, London; The Secretary of the Soclety of Arts;
Mr. G. A. Bolton, Manchester; Dr. W. Hickman, Folkestone; Mr. Arthur
Davies, London ; Dr. J. Hussey M. Williams, Southport ; Dr. Beaven Rake,
Trinidad ; Mr. H. R. Hutton, Manchester; Mr. Fletcher, Warriagton ; Mr, F. T,
Paul, Liverpool ; Mr. 8. Watson, London; Messrs. Lynch and Bateman, Man.
chester ; Mr. R. Bterling, Kilkenny ; Mr. J. H. Hughes, Ombersley, Droit-
wich ; Mr. H. 8. Bryant, London ; Dr. Dolan, Halifax ; Mr. Q. H. Cable, Green-
wich; Dr. J. McGrigor Croft, London ; Dr. Atthill, Dublin ; Dr. P. Kirkpatrick
Picard, London ; Mr. W. Roger Williams, London ; H. E. D. ; Mr. T. P. Devlin,
Orkney ; The Editor of Life; Mr. Walter Berry, Upwell; Mr. G. Cowell,
London ; Mr. T. Bryant, London; Dr. Hobson, Harrogate ; Mr. Dyke, Merthyr
Tydfl; Mr. A. Percy Smith, Rugby ; Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome, and Co.,
London ; Mr. E. T. Lloyd, Dartmouth ; Mr. F. Algar, London ; Mr. C. Love-
grove, Lianwddyn; Mrs. W. Taylor, London; Dr. Heron, London; Dr. E. Rayner,
Stockport; The H 8 fes of the Odontological Society; Mr. W,
Spencer Watson, London ; Mr. J. Chiene, Edinburgh ; Mr. Alexander Duke,
Dublin ; Mr. J. Vesey Fitzgerald, London ; Dr. Leonard Cane, Peterborough;
Mr. E. Thompson, Omagh, co. Tyrone; Mr. H. R. Mosse, Wandsworth Common;
Mr. William Thomson, Dublin; Our Birm Correspondent; Our Man-
chester Corrzespondent; Our Dublin Correspondent ; Dr. C. Theodore Wil.
liams, London ; Dr. M. Suggaty, Venice; Mr. John Whitty, Tagart, co. Wex.
ford ; The Becretary of the Parkes Museum ; Mr. W. F. Jebb, Lond on; Mr.
Richard Hare, Birmingham ; Mr. W. Watson Cheyne, London ; Dr. Donald
MacAlister, Cambridge ; Dr. Cavafy, London ; Mr. G. R. Nunn, London;
Messrs. Street and Co., London ; Dr. W. Hale White, London ; Qur Berlin
Correspondent; The Secretary of the Parkes Museum ; Dr. Thomas Cole, Bath;
Mr. H. L. Jones, Chatham ; Mr. Lawson Tait, Birmingham ; Mr. G. B. Mas.
son, Walton, Preston; Mr. John H. Chapman, London ; Mr. G. 8. Mahomed,
Bournemouth ; Mr. John Thomas, Dover ; Dr. R. Neale, London ; Mr. Charles
Wood, Dover; Dr. Wm. Woodward, Worcester; Mr. Donald Macleod, Rams-
bottom ; Mr. Owen Bowen, Everton ; Mr. Horsley, London ; Dr. James Allan,
Leeds ; Dr. Philipson, Newcastie-on-Tyne ; Mr. A. Rankin, Glasgow; Mr. T
M. Stone, London ; Dr. T. Harris, Oxford ; Miss Isabel Thorne, London ; Mr.
F. E. Eliot, Birmingham ; The Secretaries of the Mah d Fund, London
Our Edinburgh Correspondent, etc.
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