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In view of the success of the Free Registry for the Unemployed at Egham, as de-
scribed by its founder, Mr. Nathaniel L. Cohen, in the columns of the T'imes of
February 9th, an influential Central Committee, including the Earl of Jersey
and the Right Honourable Edward Stanhope, M.P., has been formed to organise
and assist in the formation of similar registries in other parts of the country.
All interested in the scheme (which appears, for country districts, an eminently
useful and practical one) are invited to send for particulars to the Honorary
Secretaries at 8, New Square, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C.

Aqua VITE.

THE inhalation of oxygen has been largely tried in phthisis and other affec-
tions with but temporary and doubtful benefit. Lately, a method is stated to
have been discovered by a firm of chemists in Paris, by means of which oxygen
can be rapidly and cheaply prepared; and it is now proposed to introduce a
drink, consisting of distilled water charged with oxygen gas under pressure,
similar to soda or seltzer water, for which, from its theoretically recuperative
powers, the name of aqua vite is deemed suitable. There is something seducing
in the idea of thus imbibing the aéra vite, any lack of supidity in which can
presumably be readily corrected by the admixture of suitable quantities of one
or other of the alcoholic beverages at our command.

It would be interesting to know the results, beneficial or otherwise, of such
imbibitions; but for them to have any value as observations, it will be necessary
for the individuals who are willing to sacrifice themselves on the altar of scien-
tific experience, to state whether they mixed anything with their allowance of
¢ oxygen water,” and, if so, how much, and how often.

MATERNAL IMPRESSIONS.

IN reference to Mr. Garraway’s letter on the above theme in the JOURNAL of
January 30th, Mr. T. Graham, of Hilldrop Road, writes that, about fourteen
years ago, on examining the reception prisoners at Holloway Gaol, a boy, about
18 years old, came before him with the fore, middle, and ring fingers of his right
hand closely webbed together. His finger-nails were extremely long and nar-
row, each terminating in a very sharp point, like a rat’s claw. It appeared that
his mother, when pregnant, had been frightened by a rat, and in her terror
;vrupgl her hands violently together, no doubt using the right fingers the more

orcibly.

A lady had exerted herself greatly, when pregnant, in endeavouring to get an
idiot-child admitted into Earlswood Asylum. The mother of the child showed
it to the charitable lady. The result was the birth, if not decidedly of an idiot,
certainly of an imbecile offspring, with an imperfectly developed head, and,
though now eleven years of age, still unsusceptible of any but the most rudi-
mentary education. Mr. Graham does not see how we can well ignore the facts
as above recorded. He thinks, with Mr. Garraway, that a woman’s surround-
ings, during her pregnancy, should be free from everything that is repulsive.

INJURY OF THE ELBOW-JOINT IN CHILDREN.

Sir,—Will you permit me to make a few observations on a paper of Mr. J. Hutchin-
son, junior, which appeared in the BriTisH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 2nd ?
The subject of the paper was Dislocation of the Radiusin Children, and followed
one by me relating to the same subject, and which appeared in the JOURNAL of
December 5th, 1885.

Mr. Hutchinson claims priority of publication, in that he published a paper
on the subject in the Annals of Surgery, in August. I fully explained the dislo-
cation, I believe for the first time, in the BriTisH MEDICAL JOURNAL in 1882,
and had been collecting notes of cases for two years previously. The paper
which you published on December 5th was written in 1883 for the annual meet-
ing of the East Anglian Branch of the Association. Owing to the abundance of
material the paper was not read, but the President forwarded it to you. More
than four years’ residence in hospitals as house-surgeon gave me unusual advan-

es in investigating injuries of this kind. I still believe my own method of
reduction to be the correct one, and that the displacement has a tendency to re-
cur, or rather to occur again, in the same subject, is undoubted. The post mor-
tem experiments of Mr. Hutchinson are most interesting, and quite confirm my
own opinions.—I am, sir, faithfully yours, '

Umballa, Punjab. SipNEy H. LingJemaN, Medical Staff.

PREGNANCY AND SMALL-POX.

Sir,—In vol. i, page 470, et seq., of Obstetric Medicine and Surgery, by Drs. Robert
and Fancourt Barnes, the history of small-pox associated with pregnancy is
fully discussed, also the statistics relating to ninety-five cases occurring in
women at different periods of gestation, all of whom came under my personal
observation.—Faithfully yours, Wum. GavroNn, M.D,

Haverstock Hill, N.W.

THE BINAURAL STETHOSCOPE IN THE DETECTION OF CARDIAC MURMURS.

8IR,—Some months ago, I had a similar experience to that of Dr. Suckling in
auscultating the chestin a case of mitral murmur, and can confirm his observa-
tion in the fact that the binaural stethoscope does not conduct the sounds of
the heart with the exactness that could be desired. As a rule, I always prac-
tise immediate auscultation in examining the heart. The wooden stethoscope
may enable one to localise with more exactness pericardial friction-sound than
wi]gh the ear to the chest.—I am, etc., JorN BrowN, L.R.C.P.Lond.

acup.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :
Dr. Graily Hewitt, London; Dr. W. Woodward, Worcester; Dr. Joseph Rogers,
London; Dr. W. Gayton, London ; Dr. Edwards, Philadelphia ; Mr. C. S. Gra-
ham, Bristol ; Our Egyptian Correspondent ; Mr. C. E. Tanner, London ; Dr.
Henry, Sydney ; Dr. Macpherson, London; Mr, C. 8. Evans, Londen ; Mr. G.
E. Jeaffreson, Framlingham ; Mr. J. R. Purdy, Oulton, near Leeds ; Surgeon-
Major W. T. Black, Edinburgh; Mr. H. G. Brooke, Manchester ; Dr. Durand-
Fardel, Biarritz; Dr. De Chaumont, Southampton; Dr. Arthur Gamgee, St.
Leonard’s-on-Sea ; Dr. Lindsay, Belfast ; Mr. Edward East, London; Mr. Gor-
ton Coombe, Tillingham; Dr. C. E. Prior, Bedford; Mr. Alfred Teevan, London;
Dr. Rayner, Hanwell ; Dr. Napier, Dunbar ; Dr. Simms, Twickenham ; Dr. P,

M. Rice, Galway ; Mr. Joseph Hobson, Leeds ; Mr. Bertram M. H. Rogers,
London ; Mr. W. T. Jackman, Coggeshall, Essex ; Dr. Warner, London ; Mr.
Shirley Murphy, London; Dr. C. A. Gray, Penicuik; Dr. Gowers, London ;
Mr. T. A. Collinson, Chester-le-Street ; Messrs. R. H. Read and Co., Bristol;
Dr. R. H. Townsend, Queenstown, Ireland ; Mr. R. Dane, South Hampstead ;
Mr. Austin Meldon, Dublin; Dr. J. J. Welply, Bandon ; Mr. T. Cronin, Cork ;
Mr. H. Waite, Leeds ; Mr. L. Paine, Stroud ; Dr. Wigan, Portishead ; Mr. F.
M. Blumer, Stafford; Mr. T. W. H. Garstang, Knutsford; Mrs. E. Kempe,
Newton Abbott ; Mr. W. Gruggen, Hatfield, Broadoak; Mr. C. G. Campbell,
Saddleworth ; Dr. F. Imlach, Liverpool; Dr. A. M. Edge, Manchester; Mr. J.
Smith, London ; The Honorary Secretaries of the Association of Members of
the Royal College of Surgeons ; Dr. Thin, London ; Mr. W. F. Sheard, London;
Mr. F. Craddock Palmer, Chalford; Mr. C. E. Parslow, Birmingham ; Our
Aberdeen Correspondent ; Dr. Shuttleworth, Lancaster ; The Honorary Secre-
taries of the Manchester Medical Society ; Dr. J. W. Moore, Dublin : Mr. W.
E. Green, Sandown ; Mr. Frederick Treves, London ; The Becretary of the
Ophthalmological Society; Dr. G. W. Crowe, Worcester ; Dr. Gervis, Ashbur-
ton; Mr. A. W. Nankivell, Chatham ; Dr. Mackie, Bedford; Dr. Stedman,
Guildford ; Dr. Richard Jeffreys, Chesterfield ; Dr. W. J. Sykes, Wallington ;
Brigade-Surgeon Watson, Cheltenham ; Dr. Playfair, London ; Mr. H. Nelson
Hardy, London ; Mr. W. C. Hearne, Cinderford, Gloucester; Mr. Robert
Reily, Boyle; Mr. H. B. Anderson, London ; Dr. R. Fowler, London ; Dr. P.
Z. Hebert, London; Mr. A. E. Chambers, Denton; Dr. Matthew Coates, Streat-
ham ; Dr. Pearse, Plymouth ; Mr. Francis H. Welch, Netley, Southampton ;
Dr. Bond, Gloucester; Mr. H. B. Runnalls, Saltash; Mr. C. E. Goddard,
Wembley, Middlesex ; Dr. Ernest Jacob, Leeds ; Dr. Styrap, Shrewsbury ; Mr.
C. Donkin, Faversham; Dr. Willoughby, London ; Dr. A. Ernest Sansom,
London ; Mr. W. B. Kilburn, Ventnor, Isle of Wight; The Secretaryof the
London Sanitary Protection Association ; Dr. Oscar Liebreich, Berlin ; Dr. B.
H. Mumby, Portsmouth ; Dr. Waters, Liverpool ; Dr. A. T. Myers, London ;
Dr. W. Campbell, Liverpool; Mr. A. 8. Myrtle, London ; Mr. F. J. Turner,
Reeth ; Messrs. Burroughs and Wellcome, London ; Our Birmingham Corre-
spondent ; Dr. A. H. Carter, Birmingham ; Dr. A. Stewart, Pendleton ; Mr. W.
8. Jebb-Scott, London ; Mr. J. K. Coutts, Stalybridge; Mr. H. A, Fotherby,
London; Dr. W. H. Pearse, Plymouth; Mr. T. Harvey, Liverpool; Dr. Meadows,
London ; Mr. W. Morrant Baker, London; Mr. Percy Dunn, London ; Dr.
Alexander Hill, Grantchester; Miss Edith Topham, London; Mr. R. W.
Parker, London ; Our Dublin Correspondent; Our Paris Correspondent ;
Mr. D. Maguire, London ; Medicus ; Mr. T. Holmes, London; Mr. J. Andrews,
Gosport ; Mr. H. G. Terry, Bath; Mr. W, T. Cole, Holywell ; Mr. Law Webb,
Ironbridge ; Dr. J. Foulis, Edinburgh ; Mr. M. Greenwood, junior, Dalston ;
The Secretary of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, London; The
Secretary of the Clinical Society, London ; Dr. Henty, London ; Mr. J. B.
Hamilton, Llandrinio; Mr. A. W. Thomas, Bangor; Our Edinburgh Corre-
spondent; Our Glasgow Correspondent; Mr. Barlow, Dalston; Mr. T. G.
Parrott, Bournemouth ; Mr. H. Bird, Wattisfield ; Mr. H. G. Plimmer, Upper
Norwood ; Mr. W. T. H. Spicer, Saffron Walden ; Dr. 8. Martin, London ; Dr.
A. Macvie, Baillon ; Mr. B. M. H. Roper, London ; Mr. A. F. Clay, Birming-
ham ; Dr. Tatham, Salford ; Mr. G. F. Masterman, Stourport; Dr. H. Barnes,
Carlisle ; Dr. T. 8. Clouston, Edinburgh, ete.
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Elements of Materia Medica and Pharmacy. By Alfred W. Garrod. London:
H. K. Lewis. 1886.

On the Feetus in Utero, as Inoculating the Maternal with the Peculiarities of the
Paternal Organism. By Alex. Harvey, M.A.,, M.D. London: H. K. Lewis.
1886.

On Diseases of the Lungs and Pleura, Including Consumption.
Powell, M.D. Third Edition. London: H. K. Lewis. 1886.
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SCALE OF CHARGES FOR'ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”

Seven lines and under .. . .. ..£0 3 6
Each additional line . . .. . .. 00 4
A whole column .. . .. . .. .. 1150
A page .. .5 00

An average line contains eight words.

When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is
made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction
can beallowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of . 10 per cent.
»120r13 ,, 1 . . .. "
. .. . %,

» 26 » ”
5

» 52 I ’» .. . .. ”»

For these terms, the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve months from
the date of first insertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at the Office, not
later than noon on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if not paid for at
the time, should be accompanied by a reference. L

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association,
at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts may be paid in
postage-stamps,



