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VARIX OF THE VuLva.

R. C. writes : I am inclined to question the advisability of keepinga woman, who
is suffering from varix, in bed for two or three months prior to her continement.
The relief gained at the seat of the varix would not be a sutlicient compensation
for the disturbance set upin the alimentary tract. And again, I think **In-
quirens” would Hnd that most of his paticnts, especially among the poorer
classes, would object to the prolonged rest.

Next to “‘rest” in bed, our professors would tell us that support to the
tumour is indicated. In acase which I had a few months ago, I took the
elliptical guard which is supplicd with the vaginal tube of a Higginson's encma.
apparatus, had it well padded with boracic lint (which should be changed fre-

uently), and fastened over the varix, like an ordinary pad for prolapsus uteri.

he patient applicd this support every morning, and, after using it for two
months, said that it had been a great comfort to her, and she could not do with-
out it. Sle has since been confined, and the varix has disappeared.

A MemBer would do well to instruct a solicitor to attend Lefore the magistrate
in question. A refercnce to the Mcdiol Leyister would probally be satisfac-
tory.

JuNior MEMBER.—The object in view is onc with which we fully sympathise, and
will keep in view ; but we do not think that it can be realised in the precise
manner suggested.

J. W. A.—We have made inquiries. It is not published, but probably may be.

MoxpAy.— Professor Paul Broea died on July sth, 1880.

PERMANENT DEVELOPMENT oF THE Facian MuscLes,

F.R.C.8.—The facial muscles could certainly be developed by exereise,  Fara-
disation would be beneticial, should atrophy have occurred, provided that the
cause of the atrophy has been removed.  Injection of irritants would be quite
unjustifiable. It would excite inflammation of the muscle, followed by loss of
function and atrophy. Consult Darwin, Oa the Erpression of the Emotions,

R.—We regret to say we have no information on the subject.

NOTES, LETTLERS, ETY¢.

Bav TimEes.

CAxTAB Writes :—May I call attention to an injustice to whiceh the profession is
liable? At the present time, when everyone feels, to some extent, the existing
depression, medical men have in many cases tu reduce their fees or make bad
debts. Somc prople, however, who are called upon tao reduce their expenditure,
think proper to begin by cutting down their doctor’s fees. A few days ago, a
lady, who attends at my consulting rooms for a speeial complaint, requested to
be seen twiee for her usual fee of £1 1s., saying that X, a well-known medieal
man, who attends Royalty, attended her family for 5s. a visit. I happen to be
in a position to make inquiries, and find that she is decidedly wealthy, with
town and country establishments, ete., and altogether quite of the last class of
person who ought to pay reduced fees. Unless medical men will combine
against this formn of cheating, rather than compete for the paticnt, the pro-
fession is likely to sufter a great injury.

AseprTic CATHETER FOR WASHING OUT THE DBLADDER.

Mgr. W. J. Penny (Clifton) writes --In his communication to the JorrxNar of
March 13th, Dr. Foulis very candidly admits the point to which I called
attention on February 27th, that his ““apparatus does not entirely guard against
the admission of air, which may enter the bladder when urine ceases to pass from
the end of the instrument, before the tap, allowing the antiseptic solution to
flow, is turned on.”

If we could trust our patients not to cough, or sneeze, or forcibly strain with
sudden relaxation, the simplest appliance, an_ordinary ecatheterand a syringe,
would be sufliciert to prevent the entrance of air into_the bladder; but, as I
jmplied in my last letter, the elaborate apparatus, devised by Dr. Foulis, does
not. guard against such accidents, and therefore is very little better.

The double-current catheter, with siphon apparatus attached to one orifice,
more effectually guards against such accidents. If the patient cough, the urine
is ejected from one orifice ; and, on relaxation of the pressure, the antiseptic
fluid takes its place, without fear of air entering the bladder at the same time,

If Dr. Foulis will experiment with an accurately fltting plug, or press his
finger firmly on the orificc, he will find that the fluid does not escape from the
closed pipette catheter.

There is no neeessity ¢ to bend the catheter on itself, or move it about, or turn
it upside down,” at any rate, until it is in the urethra; and then, if the plug
fit accurately, there is no danger of air, laden with motes, entering the in-
strument.

Dr. Foulis and his friends are fortunate in possessing patients who cre not
easily alarined at claborate appliances.

MATERNAL IMPRESSIONS.

MR. A. LepLiE (Belfast) writes : About three years ago. T was summnioned to see a
child that had fallen to the pavement from a window upstairs. The child re-
covered. About ten months afterwards, I was again su d to see th
child, then about three months old, in a house just opposite that from the
window of which the child had fallen. I found this child the subjeet of very
P 1 double genital talipes equino-varus. The mother (unquestioned)
told me that she had seen the child fall from the window, and that, from that
moment, she * knew something would be wrong " with her child.

Dr. JaMes Brypox (Hawick) relates the following case. A short time
ago, I attended Mrs. C. during her second confinement. After the child
was born, the common question, Is it all right? was asked by the mother, and
answered in the affirmative. Presently, the nurse discovered that the great toc
of the right foot was entirely wanting. The mother then related that, whenshe
was in her fourth month of prognancy, she dreamed that a rat had bitten off her
corresponding toe ; and so vivid was the impression that she awoke screaming,
and narrated the cause of her fright to her husband, who corroborated her state-
ment. The veracity of both parties is unimpeachable.
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the time, should be ied by £

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association,
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THE LATE DR. STORRAR.
A CORRESPONDENT informs us that Dr. Storrar was not the first chairman of the
Convocation of London University. His predecessor in that office was Dr. C. J.
Foster, who was chairman from 1858 to 1863.

Dr. R. 8. Arcner (Liverpool) is referred to the standing notice. We regret to be
unable to make special conditions.




