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matter with him, although the dressing was still on. Several of the stitches were
deep, but not one had to be removed ; all were found adhering to the wool when
peeled off. The same method may also be applied to an abrasion. However
gharp the pain at the time, it will cease directly the collodion is dry. If done
quickly and evenly, the wool will adhere until quite healed. In erysipelas of
the face, I have found nothing equal to collodion, either with a few grains of
nitrate of silver, or without, according to the case. Adhesive plaister applied to
cuts or such wounds of face, hands, or exposed part of the body, is simply bar-
barism, and the result nothing equal to a dressing of collodion and wool.

Dr. F. CHURCHILL writes : Referring to Dr. Spender’s remarks upon this subject,
I should like to say that the best way to avoid ugly scars in these cases, as also
the pain of passing the suture-needle, is to clamp together the edges of the
wound with a very fine steel pin, and then to apply a spiral silk thread over and
under the pin, so as to keep up the compression, restrain hemorrhage, and ap-
proximate the deeper tissues. The scar-tissue will then be reduced to a mini-
mum, and there will be no *‘ cross-scars” caused by the grip of the ligature.

A. L. Evans, L.R.C.P. (Hawarden).—We are obliged to you for a copy of the
BriTisH MEDICAL JOURNAL for April 19th, 1884, which has been forwarded to
the College of Surgeons’ Library, for which it was needed.
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Mr. Wickham B"anes, 3, Bolt Court; Fleet Stréét, wishes to inform intending
subscribers to this Fund that the list will close on January 19th.

AN APPEAL.

Mr. W. Howarp Cory (The Avenue, Redland Road, Bristol).—The appeal in
question should be addressed to a local newspaper rather than to the BriTisH
MEDICAL JOURNAL.

POISONED SANDWICHES.

A SINGULAR case of poisoning occurred recently at Sydney. A hotel proprietor,
named Uhde, being troubled with the presence of rats in his house, which he
sought to exterminate, spread some poison known as ‘“ Rough on Rats” on
some sandwiches. Being called to another part of the house, he left the
poisoned sandwiches in a room where several of his customers were sitting,
epjoining on them, however, not to touch them as they were poisoned. Return-
ing a little later, a Mr. Berndt, a merchant, one of the number, informed him
that he had eaten some of the sandwiches, believing that the warning was net
meant seriously. The unfortunate man at once took an emetic, and, after
vomiting, retired to bed. During the night, however, he became worse, Dr.
‘Wright was called in, remedial measures were taken, but, in spite of all treat-
ment, the deceased expired on the following morning. The deceased was 30
years of age.

UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS AND THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

H. C. writes : As an unqualified man, may I be allowed to add my word on the
subject of such vital importance to myself, and hundreds of others in a similar
position, relative to the rendering illegal the employment of unqualified assist-
ants. Surely this is not the time to add to the distress and the cries of the
“unemployed” throughout the land. Personally (and I am sure mine is a
parallel case with dozens more), I served an appr hip in a pr , where
1 saw much work and gained a large amount of experience. Lack of funds pre-
vented me attending lectures and qualifying. I have been engaged as an
assistant for the last few years, my work always being under the supervision
of my principal. Are we, then, to be thrown on the mercy of the world with
scarcely & warning word? I feel sure that the majority of practitioners would
prefer an assistant who, by years of labour, has acquired a practical knowledge
of his work to a young newly-fledged qualified man, whom they would be
obliged really to teach and break-in to the routine of the surgery before he
could be of any use. I am confident, also, that they would not wish the old
custom of employing an unqualified man to do the surgery work, visit the
chronic cases, etc., under their own personal supervision, andattend the ordinary
confinements, to be suddenly discontinued by one sweeping reform.

I would advise the calling of a meeting of unqualified men to consider the
‘best means of keeping their homes from ruin and misery, and to state the case
plainly to the Medical Council, pointing out to them the misery and poverty
they will entail on many a married man and his family, and also on unmarried
men who have nothing to depend on but their salaries derived from their
assistantships, and who are too old to begin life again in some other profession
or business. Surely something can be done to avert this calamity. Why not
let every man, before he can become an assistant, serve a moderately long
apprenticeship, and then register his name? Or let all who are now assistants
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register their names, and allow no others to become assistants (without qualify-
ing). By this means, if the Council are determined to put a stop to the em-
ployment of unqualified help, it would be done by degrees, but not in such a
sweeping manner. I trust some early steps will be taken by the unqualified
men to keep themselves, and those who have wives and families dependent upon
them, from the workhouse.

Adverti ts should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at the Office, not
later than noon on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if not paid for at
the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association,
at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn, Small amounts may be paid in
postage-stamps.



