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colour of the surrounding skin. He said this dressing would remain with the
same appearance all day, whereas he had found that all other materials he had
before tried began to curl up at the edges after a time,

I may add that had I been in his company and ignorant of his condition, I
should, at the completion of his toilet, never have suspected that there was
anything on his face beyond the disfigurement produced by an old healed lupus,
whereas there was a red, raw, aud nodular sore of the size of a florin_on the nose
and cheek.

. ERRATUM.

In the report of the Leeds and West Riding Medico-Chirurgical B8ociety,
which appeared in the Jour~NAL of April 16th, Dr. Churton is said to have
described ‘“ cases of double and of feetid empyema, in which the pus came from
dilated bronchi.” Tt should have been ‘‘ cases of double and of feetid empyema;
and cases of apparent empyema in which the pus,” ete.

EARLY PATERNITY.

M.D. writes: A case has recently come under my notice of sufficient physio-
logical and medico-legal interest to deserve notice. A young woman was sent
to me for examination, and it was evident she was pregnant. 8he confessed it,
and was brought face to face with her paramour ; they both confessed that the
woman had led him astray, and allowed him to have intercourse at leasta dozen
times. The preseut age of the father is 13 years and 8 or 4 months, and as
quickening had taken place at the time of my cxamination of the woman, the
1ad could have scarcely attained the full age of 13 at the time the intercourse
took place. The boy, I may say, is well developed as regards the generative
organs, but is this not an unusually early age ior the development of the pro-
creative functions ?

*.* Instances of precocious puberty are of by no means rare occurrence, but,
so far a8 we are aware, procreative capabilities have never been proved hitherto
at so early an age as in the present case. The earliest recorded case up till now has
b.oen a case where a boy, aged 14, succeeded in impregnating a girl of the same
age.

STIFFNTSS OF THE GREAT Tor IN MALE ADOLESCENTS.

Mr. H. B. BLACKBURN writes : Mr. Lucy describes cases common enough. No-
thing can be added to what he attributes as the cause, which is undoubtedly
backward pressure, from the toe not being allowed to slide forward sufliciently,
from shortness of the boot or shallowness of the toe thereof. His treatment,
also, is the only one suggested by surgery or common sense, namely, rest until
the acute inflammation of the joints has subsided, and properly-made boots
afterwards.

Such things as corns, bunions, and the above painful and deforming condi-
tions, should be unknown, depending as they do on easily preventable causes.
Ready-made boots should never be worn—by the young, at all events. No adult
who has gone to the trouble and slight additional expense of having a last made
tor his boots will regret it. The last may be altered from time to time by slight
additions of leather, and eventually a perfectly-fitting boot may be obtained. The
last should be made by obtaining perfect measurements and perfect ehape of the
foot. He who is being measured should stand on one foot to get its shape and
size, as in walking ; the bootmaker should trace the shape with a pencil on a
paper on which the patient stands. .

There is likely to be permanent upward inflexibility, or, anatomically speak-
ing, want of extensibility, with deformity from osseous thickening in these cases.
Iudeed, with no very long continuation of the cause, such an event may be ex-

pected.
! I cannot say I have much faith in the external application of iodine, though
in all cases of this kind it is sure to be used. The whole treatment is rest for
the time and change of boots permanently.
PosT-GRADUATE COURSE DUTING THE ANNUAL MEETING.

A. B. C. writes to suggest, in view of the meetings of the British Medical Asso-
ciation at Dublin in August, that a post-graduate course of lectures should be
delivered at the Rotunda Hospital daily, and extending over a fortnight, or
thereabouts. The hour of lecture might be so arranged as not to interfere with
the sectional meetings.

THE PHRYSICAL"EDUCATION oF GIRLS.

Dn. RAYNER W. BATTEN writes: There are two points in Dr. Fielden Howard's
letter which call for notice. In the first place he very gently blames me for
not * meting out a measure of justice ” to one particular institution. If he will
refer to my paper he will see that I expressly stated that I would ‘ not even
allude to some very honourable exceptions;’ had it been my purpose I could
have named some high schools in which the physical training is nearly all that
¢an be desired ; but it would clearly have been most unjust on my part to have
done so.

In the second place, writing of girls of the same college, he says, ‘‘ the anemia
he [Dr.B.] speaks of is conspicuous only by its absence ;" it would have been some-
what strange had it been otherwise, seeing that the an@mia of which I spoke was
the anemia of women, and not of girls. I should no more expect to find the
marked signs of anemia amongst such girls than I should the neuroses and
uterine affections to which I also alluded. My argument was that the an@mia
and unsatisfactory condition of health of so many women might have been pre-
vented ; that it was due largely to a fanlty up-bringing ; and that amongst the
causes which had produced it the absence or insufficiency of wise physical train-
ing in girlhood was one of the most important.
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