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attempt to subdue them. I tarn to the latest Druitt (a capital book). and find
that gleet, in the majority of cases, is due to a granulating patch in the urethra;
an olive-headed sound will as it is withdrawn detect tender patches, a short
speculum will show warts or chancre if there are any. But wil! the sound
always detect a tender patch, and what sort of speculum will show most of the
urethral eanal? I fail, through awkwardness or otherwise, to find out tender
patehes in the majority of cases. I have a patient who has been coming up to
me for months (simple faith!) for a sealing of the meatus every morning, but
who can pass a No. 12 bougie with no pain. But granting that I can find the
granulating patch, I'am told to apply a little solution of argent. nitr. with a
special syringe. Now what is the special syringe that will inject any particular
portion of the urethra ?

Will any of our surgical authorities admit that there are cases of gleet which
puzzle them to cure, or will any of them condeseend to give a solution of these
difficulties, which I know have troubled many of my friends as well as myself?
Tam sure that a succinct statement of the difficulties attending the treatment
of gleet and a full description of the best methods of meeting them would be
a great boon to the bulk of the profession.

Hors DE CoMBAT asks for suggestions for the treatment of the following case :(—
My patient, an otherwise strong and healthy man of 35, is the subject of an
obstinate gleet, with some unusual concomitant conditions. Two years ago he,
being intoxicated, in an endeavour to effect coitus with his wife, found almost
insuperable difficulties owing to the very imperfect state of erection. In his
own words, he ‘““madly and obstinately persisted ” until a miserable emission
resulted, and he was thoroughly exhausted. The next morning he discovered
the glans tumid, and a yellow discharge from the urethra. His medical adviser
ordered rest, cleanliness, and three or four bottles of soda-water daily. There
was never any scalding or pain, or chordee or difficulty in micturition, and
under the above treatinent the discharge quickly diminished, but has never
quite disappeared ; and the gleet, which is usually thin and colourless, always
becomes purulent after an extra glass of wine, and always after coitus. Though
I have spoken of his alcoholic indulgence, I should observe that this is rare,
and, ¢)mparatively speaking, anything but excessive. The tumefied condition
of the lips of the meatus, which usually subsides upon gentle digital pressure,
is nearly constant, especially is it noticed on waking in the morning., There is
undoubt:d evidence of the entire absence of any vaginal impurity in the wife.
Twelve years ago my patient had a ‘“ mild attack of syphilis,” of which there
are now no external signs. His occupation is sedentary.

He has been under my care six months, and I have tried the following : in-
jections of zine sulphate, zinc sulpho-carbolate and permanganate of potash ;
iodoform bougies ; mild nitrate of silver injection, Plummer’s pill, alkaline car-
bonates, general tonics. There is no stricture and no previous history of
urethral affection. I should be glad of suggestions in detail.

A SUGGESTED ADDITION TO THE SCIENTIFIC VOCABULARY.

J. D. writes :—I cannot think that Mr. Best's suggestion to introduce a new
French word into the English language is a happy one. The French use
physique both as an adjective and as a noun, but psychique they use only as an
adjective, Mr. Best proposes to take this French adjective and naturalise it as
an English noun. Surely it is for the French to make psychique into a noun,
if they think fit, not for us.

SUBCUTANEOUS INJECTION OF CUCAINE.

JouxJ. Evrg, L.LK.Q.C.P.1., ete., writes : I had occasion, on April 23rd, to make
an incision about an inch and a half long into the muscles of the fleshy part of
the forearm of a gentleman, aged 60 years, for the purpose of removing part of a
needle, which had got into the muscles. .

About ten minutes before making the incision I injected into the tissues of the
part 6 drops of a 10 per cent. solution of cucaine, in the hopes of lessening the
pain of the operation. The result was very satisfactory, as my patient, who is
very sensitive to pain, said he did not feel more pain than a scratch from a pin
would cause, although I had to cut into the muscles quite an inch deep, and had
to probe about for the needle quite twenty minutes.

NEw PosiTION FOR OPATHALMIC OPERATIONS.

AciaNo pA Gama, L.M. (Chief Surgeon Bombay Eye and Ear Infirmary) writes :
Surgeon G. M. Giles writes, in the JOURNAL of December 11th, 1836, page 1158,
about a New Position for Ophthalmic Operations, and gives an illustration
showing the relative position of the operator and the patient in a cataract
operation in the left eye. May I ask Surgeon Giles, through the JourNaL:
1, What method of operation does he follow in his new position; 2,
what instrument is that which he passes over the bridge of tbe nose into the
cornea ; 3, is really the position, as shown in the illustration, very convenient
to the surgeon ; 4, can modern operations be performed in that position with-
out first tixing the globe properly?

I agree with Surgeon Gilesgwhen he says that, with the use of cucaine, cata-
ract operations may be performed almost in any position, when only circum-
stances of the case require it, but I certainly feel constrained to disagree with
him when he says that a cataract operation could be performed conveniently in
the way shown in the illustration, and when he says that the supine position is
by no means a convenient one for eye operations. I should say that this latter
ought to be a position of selection.
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