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still conducting the experiments, but have published the first ser.es of sixty
bacteriological and chemical analyses in the Sanitary Kecord, from which they
have been copied into various British and ioreign papers. o

From a bacteriological point of view, Pasteur's is perhaps the best; Coke’s I
also found to give good results ; but none of these have much influence on the
dissolved mineral or organic matter, nor on the ptomaines. The separation or
destruction of harmful organic matter I think is of even greater general im-
portance than the separation of bacilli.

Taking the results of both the bacteriological and chemical examination, I

found that prepared charcoal, as contained in Mawson and Swan's filter, gives

the best results. It separates almost the whole of the lime salts, destroys
special bacilli (as B. subtilis), oxidises and destroys organic matter, even strych-
nine being destroyed by it.

EARLY TRACHEOTOMY IN DIPHTHERIA,

Dr. C. R. ILLINGWORTH writes : The remarks by Mr. Owen in the JOURNAL of
May 21st, relative to the impracticability of special local antiseptic measures
in the diphtheria of children, ure most important and true. Even the simple
operation of spraying the throat is a source of terror to a child. If, however,
medicines can be given which, besides a pleasant taste, have a local antiseptic
and general curative action combined, the necessity for terrifying local measures
disappears. Such a medicine I have indicated in the JOURNAL of May 1st, 1886.
Children take it readily, and when given every hour or two hours, it consti-
tutes a most effective local antiseptic during each act of deglutition.

The sodic iodide as a solvent for the biniodide of mercury in'the treatment of
diphtheria has ad vant not p d by the p ic in that, with other
salts of soda, it diminishes the fibrin-forming power of the blood, and thus at
once checks the effusion of false membrane caused by the irritating presence of
210 micro-ox;ganisms peculiar to the disease (vide Jones and Sieveking’s Pathol.

nat., p. 20).

For a child of from 2 to 4 years of age, I prescribe as follows : sol. hydrarg.
bichlor., two drachms ; sods iodid., fifteen grains ; syrup, half an ounce; water
to two ounces. One teaspoonful of this mixture should be given every hour
until the temperature is reduced to the normal, and all false membrane has dis-

appeared, when remedies such as iron or dilute hydrochloric acid and chlorate .

of potash should be given to complete the cure,

As for tracheotomy, whether early or late, the necessity for the operation
w&)ulg gever arise if the treatment 1 have suggested and proved were always
adopted.

FoOREIGN BODIES IN THE ALIMENTARY CANAL.

D. W. ATkeN, M.B. (Edinburgh) writes : I wish to record two cases in which
foreign bodies were swallowed. In the first case a child, one year old, bit off
close to its -attachment a caoutchouc teat, thus practically the whole entering
the alimentary canal. This body was ejected at stool about five days after,
although during the interval between swallowing and evacuation no symptoms
were manifested.

But much more remarkable is the second case.” A child, aged 5 years, was
brought to me with the statement that she had just swallowed a large lead but-
ton, or rather weight, such as ladies put at the corners of their dresses to make
them hang well. Although cross-questioned, the child gave an intelligent ac-
count of the incident ; and so while I expressed my doubt as to the truth of the
statement (the body being so large), yet I advised the parent to administer large
pieces of dry bread, almost no fluid, and to watch the stools—the same treat-
ment as was adopted in the previous case. To my astonishment the mother
brought the lead to me, and stated that it had been passed a few days after.
No symptoms had declared themselves except a little pain a few days before the
evacuations. This was probably at the time of passage through the pylorus.
This mass of lead measures 2.5 centimétresin diameter, is 4 millimétres thick,
and weighs 19.65 grammes, that is, practically, three-quarters of an ounce.

In conclusicn, let me say I send you these cases as it seems importaut to
know with what formidable substances the alimentary canal can deal, and how
little mischief may result from their presence, especially if careful expectant
treatment be adopted. '

OBSCURE CASE OF INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION, -
Dr. E. F. FLYNN (Bunderland) writes : While Mr. Stonham is to be congratulated
on the excellent result of his case of laparotomy, is it not possible that the
-patient was suffering frem peritonitis alone, and that no volvulus existed? My
reasons for suggesting this are that all the symptoms of peritonitis were present,
and that it did actually exist was demonstrated at the operation ; might not
the enema have sufficiently acted on the lower portion of the bowel to have ex-
pelled all gas from it, while the portion of the intestine above the splenic
plexure retained its gaseous contents from having been paralysed owing to thé
peritonitis until acted upon by the operator’s hand, which stimulated it into
expellivg the flatus per anum? The character of the vomiting, too, was more
characteristic of peritonitis than of obstruction.at the splenic flexure of the
colun, in which case it would probably have become stercoraceous; while on
the other hand volvulus of the splenic flexure of the colon is exceedingly rare,
-and all the recoguised predisposing causes were absent, and had it existed for
four days, it would surely have lett sufficient pathological evidence to place the
matter beyond all doubt.
I feel sure that Mr. Stonham will see that these remarks are written in mno
captious spirit, but merely to help to clear up what he very properly describes
as an obscure case.
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