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at fixed rates to attend their subscribers. But the working of these societies is
very lax, and their conduct is generally entrusted to & body of men who have
no aim on earth beyond making them pay. Therefore, they argue that the
cheaper the terms upon which they can secure the services of medical officers,
the better it is for the society, and this leads to many irregularities for which
they are practically irresponsible, as it may safely be assumed that the majority
of their subscribers are wholly ignorant of the laws relating to the illegal prac-
tice of medicine and false assumption of titles. I know of one instance occur-
ring within the last two months, in a case where 1 was concerned, in which such
8 society retained the scrvices of a wholly unqualified medical rrnctitioner, the
unquslified assistant of one of their medical officers. The principal had two
Kucﬁeas, eighteen miles apart—one attended to by himself, and the other by

is unqualified assistant. ‘The society put the names of both on their books
nu:} (fa;c!s as “‘doctors” and ‘‘medical officers” of the districts in which they
resided !

I trust, however, that this scheme—which I believe to have been set on foot
from the best and purest of motives—may have this (}verhaps uncxpected)
result; that it will induce the more eminent members of the medical profes.
sion to take up and settle once and for all the question of unqualified assistants,
aud that they will satisfy themselves by independent inquiry that the esta-
blishment of provident dispensaries as voluntary and irresponsible institutions
is coutrary to policy, contrary to law, opposed to the dignity of members of the
medical profession, and prejudicial instead of beneficial to the poorer classes of
suffering humanity, whose ills it is their duty to cure or alleviate.

J. H, writes : T have becn somewhat surprised that there has not been a storm
raised by general practitioners all over London against the scheme of universal
establishment of provident dispensaries. Is it that the scheme seems so unrea-
sonable and 80 cut-throat to the bulk of the profession that they cannot believe
that it is really intended in seriousness to carry it out? Or is it that there is uo
room in the JOURNAL for discussing & question dealing with such a worldly
matter &s the means of making and continuing to make a living for a large
number of medical men, the majority of whom are just as eapable practitioners
aud as well qualified as the select few who, throngh having money and influ.
ence, have never been compelled to make a living among the working classes,

" and who have had time and means to wait till their influential friends were able
to secure them a hospital appointment—after which they dub themselves phy-
sician or surgeon, as the case may be, and ever after think they have a right to
look down on what they style the *‘ general practitioner ?*

Not content with seeing patients while still under the care of one of these
poor general practitioners—and unknown to him, until he afterwards sees a pre-
scription or hears some foolish statement which the patient assures him has been
said by the physician (physicians are the greatest uffenders)—it has now come to
this, that a system of infinitesimal fees is to be forced on us, to be paid not in
lealth only as a system of insurance, and after a preliminary medical examina-
tion as to the individual's comparative good health, but he may join when actu.
ally ill, and childreu—who require more attendance than adults—are to be
accepted at a reduction * for quantity,” like the famous love-spells, and we are
told by Mr. Holmes that we should not enter into com&;etitinn with this system,
but should join it, if we do not wish to be swamped by it. And to-day you
say great harm is done by sham dispensaries; but if harm is done by sham dis.
pensaries, where the fees are greater, at any rate, than clubs pay, is it not
reasonable that much more harm will be done by this universal providing of
medical attendance? No wa¥e limit can ever prevent abuse.

How many of the medical men of the district will be appointed? Or will
patients be able to choose any medlcal man within a certain radius who is
willing to attend these cases? If only a few men are appointed, the hardship
will be very great to others, especially those juniors who are only working up a
practice, and hope through the working classes to gradually get to a better and
inore remunerative class. Why cannot the hospitals close their out-patient
departments altogether, except to urgent cases, or to those specially recom.
mended by outside medical men? People who cannot pay the usuall small fees
have the parish medical men to attend to them,

The working classes are so degraded by charity that they have lost all self
pride, and think there is no shame in accepting charity in the form of medical

advice and medicine, but they would feel insulted if offered mauvy of the other
necessaries of life.

MR. LeoNARD B. DipLoCK writes : You published a letter from Dr. R. H. 8. Car-
g:nter, in the JourNAL of December 17th, in which he states that because I
ve only been qualified three years my *‘ observations and estimation of the
different modes of practice existing in the profession are based upon a far too
limited experience to entitle them to any very weighty consideration,” but I
think that six months’ experience in working for a sick assurance society would
convince any practitioner of the advantage of such societies both to himself
?ont‘,ih the working classes, as stated in my letter in the JoUuRNAL of December

I have not been able to find out whether Dr. Carpenter, in his many years of
practice, has had any practical experience in the working of sick assurance
societies or provident dispensaries, or whether his opposition to such societies
is based on imagination or from what he has heard from other practitioners,
but I feel he hus not had practical experience, or he would not be so much
against them.

With regard to what Dr. Carpenter states in his letter about members waiting
until they are ill before they apply for medical help, I think the Medical At-
tendance Organisation Committee have endeavoured to meet this hy charging
an increased contribution ; but if Dr. Carpenter will refer to my letter of De-
cember 10th, he will see that I consider they have tixed their rate of contribu.
tion too low.

I think that Dr. Carpenter, when he speaks about cheap doctoring, seems to
forget that dispensaries are not for patients who can pay a reasonable fee, but
for those whose wages are 80 small that if you attend them their accounts ap-
pear in your ledger, in nine cases out of ten, as a bad debt.
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