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Paramore treats with such scorn in the JoURNAL of March 17th? The answer
to the gquestion whether provident dispensaries are a necessity depends on
the answer to vet another question, whether there is or is not a class between
those called puupers and those able to pay proper fees, which is unable to find
means to recompense the medical attendant, unless some special armnge-
ments are adopted.  If there is no such class then, of course, Dr. Paramore is
right, and any efforts in such a direction as dispensaries must. be attended by
Y.uperimtinu as regrds the recipient, and robbery as regards the dispenser.

thoroughly and fully believe that a fair day's work demandsa fair day’s
pay;: and if our social system was perfect. such a condition would be our
normal lot. But I inaintain there is such a class, and that the committee ap-
pointed at the Society of Arts has defined well the limits of such by fixiug
the wages at 3us. and 40s. per week. I fail altogether to see how any falr-
minded man can deny this if he knows anything at all about the life struggles
of his poorer neighbours. At the present time there are many among the
younger practitioners who charge 1s. for visit and medicine, and surely this
Is a sufficiently malest charge. Now, taking even this fee, and a patient with
3us. week and a family, and the patient he suffering from pneumonia or
typhoid, and let it be the breadwinner.  Such u cuse wiﬁ require a visit every
day, and if very bad. sometimes more often; hut take it at once a day, this
will mean 7s. 0 week, nearly a fourth of the whole week's income ; and it
must not be torgotten that at such a time there are many other expenses in-
volved, so that it {s not only the simple doctor’s fee that is demanded, but
extras in the way of food, very likely in the way of nursing, and when
the breadwinner is struck down the income censes to come in,

It will be at once answered that the man ought to belong toa club, and
with truth; even then his sick pay will not equal his wages, unless he isa
a member of several, and if the former, then he is still less able to pay the
fee above-mentioned, The case is scarcely much better when the wife is laid
low, for then all the domestic arrangements go wrong; and if it is the
child‘ren, then the wife’s time and energies are taken wholly up with the
nursing.

It has been n common experience, when surgean to the Battersea Dispen-
sary, to find that patients had been having the services of private medical
men until their means were exhausted, and they could not afford it any
longer, and so joined » provident dispensary. Having such a class to deal
with, what other plan cun be adopted ? Some of Dr. f’nmmon—'s supporters
say hand them over to the parish, but this is impossible, as under the
present state of the law the purish would refuse them, and rightly so,
as they certainly are not destitute, and it would not be fair to tax the great
majority in order that men with 30s. a week might be provided with medical
necessaries. Relief must come by clubbing together, and by a fixed and con-
tinuous payment the necessary provision must be made. and this is the pro-
vident dispensary scheme. There must be & mutual accommodation on the
part of the profession and those needing help.

Those who oppose provident dispensaries"would lead one to infer that their
Lellef was that mankind was specially created to supply them with the
means of living comfortably, no matter what shifts the said mankind was
reduced to in so doing. Dr. Paramore is ungenerous enough, in the hurry of
the moment, to seize upon abuses reported about the Leicester dispensary. to
sneer at the whole system, but such practices are not altogether unknown in
private surgeries. There are two abuses in connection with provident di~-
pensaries, and both of which ought to be grappled with. The first is the
most cryving, and it is the most difficult one to deal with—the admission of
untit people. This is not, however, a problem bevond human power to deal
with. When I held o dispensary appointment, I always used to report at
headquarters any case, when my own observation lead me to believe the
patients were not fit objects for relief. The other evil is that the dispensary
staff being limited, jealousies are promoted hetween such staff and their
brother practitioners. The cure for this is to allow every qualified man in the
neighbourhood, who eares to do so, to put himself forward as a candidate,
and to be accepted by the committee.

Dr. Rentoul is quite correct in saying that club practice is heart-breaking,
and for two reasons, the one being that clubs pnt no wages limit to their
membership, and the other that the medical man is entirely at the mercy of
the club, whereas, in provident dispensaries, he has to deal with a committee,
in the main composed of men of an altogether different. social standing, and
from whom he obtains a fuir hearing in case of any disputes. I firmly Lelieve
that no fairer scheme than that propounded by the Society of Arts Committee
could be arranged both in the interests of patients and doctors.

AN APPEATL.

Sm: We beg to acknowledge with thanks the following subscriptions, received
by us in acknowledgnment of our appeal in the JoURNAL of February 18th, on
behalf of the widow and three orphan girls of the late James McDonald, Esq.,
medical officer of Barvas, N.B. Any kind friends who may have hitherto
overlooked this deserving case will greatly oblige hy forwarding their sub-
scriptions to CHas. M. MacRak, Stornoway ;

R. Ross, Barvas, Stornoway, N.B.

£ s d.

Henry Stear, Esq., M.R.C.S., Saffron-Walden, Essex ... .. 2 2 0
F. R.'Mutch, Esq.. M.D,, Sneinton Road, Nottingham ... 110
W. Macfie Campbell, Esq., M.D., Liverpool... . 010 6
F. Turtle, Ksq., M.D., Woodford, Essex .. ... ... 100
W. McDonald, Ksq., L.R.C.P.and §.Ed., Maryhill, Glasgow ... 1 0 0
ANonymous ... .. .. e aeae e e e 0028
D. Sinclair, Esq., M.B. and C.M., Loahs, N.B. .. 1 00
C. M. McRae, Ksq., M.D., Stornoway, N.B.... . 100
ﬁ. Ross, Esq., L.R.C.P.and S.Ed., Barvas, N.B. . 100
. B, ... ™ . 110
H. A, Latimer, Esq., M.R.C.8., Swansea .. ... . 05 0
W. G. Martin, Esq., M.D)., The Limes, Bolton-le-Moors ... .. 010 O
W. Greig, Esq., New Apothecaries’ Company, Glasgow... ... 1 0 0
1112 0

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :

Mr. J. M. R. Philpots, Parkstone; Mr. W. G. Lakeman, London ; Dr. J. Rorie,
Dundee ; Mr. G. F. Sydenham, Harwich; Mr. W. B. Benham, London ; Mr.
Feroza, London; Mr. J. H. Thomas, Wellingborough; Mr, T. M. Wills,

Liverpool ; Dr. W. J. Spratt, Nottingham; Dr. G. Vincent, Downham ; Mr.
M. F. Macnamara, Tipperary; Surgeon-General Fox, London; Mr. A. M.
Sheild, London; Messrs. Sampson Low and Co., London; Mr. G. W.Turner,
Stockport ; Dr. D. R. McArthur, Sturminster Newton; Mr. P. R. Griffiths,
Cardiff; Mr. Verrall, Brighton; Mr. R. Rice, Steventon. Berks; Mr. J. B.
Mann. Manchester: Mr. J. Molony, Dublin; Mr. G. L. Davis, Detroit ; Dr.
Gray, Castlewellan ; Dr. Ward Cousins, Southsca ; Mr. A. Clay, Birmingham;
W.L.C.: The Secretary of Parkes Museum, London; C. Digby, M.B.,
Lagos, South Africa; Dr. F. Fox, Strathpeffer ; Dr. W. Pearce, London ; Mr,
G. H. Williams, Warrington ; Mr. Marcet, London; Mr. W. J. Walsham,
London; Mr. G. Smith, London ; Dr. Duncan, London; Dr. Clark Bell,
New York:; Mr. C. J. Caspers, London ; Our Swiss Correspondent; Dr.J.
Philipson, Newcastle ; Dr. B. H. Spedding, Belfast; Dr. J. McNaught, New-
church; Mr. F. A. Southam, Manchester; Mr. T. R. Bailey, Bilston; Dr.
Percy Frankland, London ; Dr. Murray, Forfar ; Dr. Marshall, Clifton; Dr.
Clippingdale, London; Mr. T. d'O. Partridge, Cachar, India; Mr. R.
Witherby. London; Dr. D. Stewart, Nottingham ; Mr. F. Archer, Liverpool;
Nemo; Mr. A. H. Benson, Dublin; Dr. M. Brown, Edinburgh; Dr. Para-
more, London ; Dr. ‘Barrs, Leeds ; Our Glasgow Correspondent ; Mr. W. H.
Maling, Sunderland; Miss Chreimann, London ; Lord Arthur Hill, M.P.,
London; Dr. W. H. Carmalt, New Haven, Conn.; Dr. R. Boxall, London;
Mr. G. R. Leeper, Ederney; Dr.E. H. Jacob, Leeds; W. Banks, M.B,,
Falmouth; Surgeon J. C. H. Peacock, Kerachi, India; Mr. H. T. Butlin,
London; Mr. O. J. Sills, Guildford; A. S. Patton, M.B.,, Ebbw Vale,
Mon. ; Dr. R. Wade Savage, London; Dr. F. Winslow, London ; Dr. Sym,
Edinburgh; Mr. H. Goodrich, Kingston-on-Thames; Professor T. G.
Stewart, Edinburgh; Our Berlin Correspondent; Dr. Sykes, Mex-
borough; Dr. T. P. Harvey, St. Leonard’'s-on-Sea; Mr. S. Murphy,
London; Mr. Willlams, Brecon ; Dr. N. Kerr, London; Mr. H. A. Reeves,
London; Mr. T. D. Greenlees, Dartford; Mr. E. A. Fox, Warrington;
Dr. J. B. Dickinson, Stalybridge; Mr. Timothy Holmes, London; Dr,
Strange, Worcester; Dr. Loth, Edinburgh; Dr. Haslam, Birmingham;
Mr. A. C. Morton, North Walsham; Mr. F. Long, Wells-next-the-Sea;
Dr. J. R. Stocker, Glasgow ; Sir William Jenner, Bart., London ; Dr. Major
Greenwood, Dalston; Mr, P, H. Day, Poulton le Fylde; Sir Edmund Lech-
mere, London; Mr. E. East, London; Surgeon-Genmeral W. R. Cornish,
London; Dr. S. Spicer, London; Our Vienna Correspondent; M. S. P.
Ag: , M.B., Manningtree; Mr. L. Bastwood, Darlington; Mr. B. Jones,
Leigh; Dr. G. R. Brebner, West Croydon; Mr. H. Adcock, London ; Mr. E.
N. Close, Streatham ; Mr. F. J. Knowles, St. Helens ; Dr. J. A. Rigby, Pres-
ton; Mr. H. Lowndes, Liverpool; Mr. T. H. Corbyn, London; Mr. F.
Tresilian, Ebbw Vale; Dr. M. Skerritt, Clifton ; Mr. A. H. Leech, Woolpit ;
Messrs. Cassell and Co., London; Mr. R. E.: Farrant, London; R.5.J.;
Mr. J. Warer, London ; etc.
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The Housekeeper. Vol.i. English and French Cookery. Edited by Percy
Lindley. London : Marshall'and Son, and all booksellers.

A Practice of Medicine and Surgery Ap})lied to_the Diseases and Accldents In-
cident to Women, By W. H. Byford, M.D., and Henry T. Byford. 4th
Edition. London: J, and A. Churchill, 1888.

The Demon of Dy-&egms or Digestion Perfect or Imperfect. By Adolphus E.
gridger, B.A., M.D,, F.R,C.P.RE. London: Swan Sonnenschein, Lowry and
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The Fundamental Principles of Chemistry, Practically Taught by a New

Method. By R.Galloway, M.R.I.A., F.C.8. London: Longmans, Green
and Co. 1884,

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”

Seven lines and under oor

. £ 3 6
Each additional line oo ee w 00 4
A whole column ... e w 1156 0
A page w 5 0€¢

“An sve'l;ge line conwns seven.;vord-.
When a serles of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is

made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction
can be allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of 10 per cent.
»ldorld,, " 20,
” ” ” ” e oo e 20 ”

” » ” 3

Special terms for occasional change of copy during series :

20 per cent. if not less thmggs pagel:ybe taken ) or their equivalent
25 » 52 ”» in half or
30 ”» 104 " quarter pages.

For these terms the sevies must, in each case, be completed within twelve months from
the date of first wnsertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager at the Office,
not later than noon on the Wednesday greccdlng publication ; and, if not paid
for at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association,

at the West Central P . unte may be paid in
e &e‘ Weat Do 0st-Office, High Holborn. Small ame y bo pai



