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against 12,182 in this country; between the ages of 40 and 50 France has
12,190 per 100,000, against 9.629 in this country. Finally, between, 50 and 60.:
the proportional number per 100,000 in France is 9.62, against 6,426 in this
country. ’ ' , )

It is well known that cancer is far more common in this country since
there has been an increase in its -average longevity, and consequently, @ jfor-
tiort, we must expect to find a greater increase in the more adult country of
France. This, and not diet, seems to me a more probable ecause of the effect,
chronicled by the learned Professor ¥erneuil. '

CRACKING OFF A FLy. i

OR. T. SAvcTUARY (Kensington) writes : In your report of the meeting of the;
West London Medico-Chirurgieal Society for April 6th, Mr. Dunn, in relating;
a case of perforation of the eyeball by the knot of & whip, assigned as a reason:
for the detachment of the knot from the lash that ‘“the thong had become,
heated.” I donot think this solution of the accident is the right one; and,
although it is but a small point, I venture to suggest that the knot' flew off
on account of the lash being so sharply curved in order to produce the*‘crack”
of the whip. ! :

An analogous thing frequently happens in fly fishing, and was much com-'
amoner before ** eyed” hooks came into vogue for artificial flies; in this case
there is certainly no heating, for in the majority of instances the fly is only
"just out of the cold water, and the cause of the fly ¢ cracking ” off is that the;
line is returncd too suddenly from the backward cast, thereby allowing it to.
make an acute angle with the.line instead of an easy curve. And that this.
should happen more frequently with catgut than whiplash is explained by
the fact of the comparative brittleness of the former. Perhaps Mr. Hulke or
Mr. Pridgin Teale could give their practical experience on this point.

As an illustration of the force with which a fly ‘‘ cracked off ” in this way
goes through the air after its separation, I may mention a fact which oc-
curred under my own observation, where a heavy salmon {ly tied on dry gut
{not properly soaked previous to using) cracked off and went through a glass
window behind the fisherman. I may add that the fly could not have reached
dhe window without being detached from the line; it must have travelled
Tnearly ten yards after separating before it smashed the glass, and it was
picked up on the floor of the room subsequently, just as the knot of the whip-
lash was found in the eyelall.

This unique case is the more interesting to me personally as it occurred
whilst T was acting as ** médecin en chef” to the Hippodrome at Olympia;,
and because I sent it on to Mr. Dunn for the operation which he so success--
tully performed. :

“ KISSING THE BoOK.”

MR, F. W. Lowxpes (Liverpool) writes : Now that the Oaths Bill has been in-
troduced into the House of Commons, would it not be a favourable oppor-
tunity for effecting a reform in the manner of taking thé oath? Even should
the Bill pass, as seems certain, there are many witnesses, medical and lay,
as well as jurors and bailiffs, who will still feel bound to take the oath, in pre--
ference to making an affirmation.

In all parts of the United Kingdom except Scotland and (I believe) the
Channel Islands, the oath is administered to the witness by the coroner, or in
all other courts by an officer appointed for the purpose who repeats the form
of words, the witness being required to place to his lips a copy of the New or

Old Testament ; the only exceptions beiniz Quakers, who are permitted to .
led, is, to say the very least, a dis- .
agreeable mode of being sworn, from which many would be glad to be re-:

affirm. This *‘kissing the book,” as it is ca!

lieved. When regard is had to the very varied classes of the witnesses, who
are all sworn upon the same book, this feeling of the disagreeable is consider-
ably enhanced. Nor does it require any ﬁ:’eat stretch of the imagination to
suppose that this mode of swearing, or taking the oath, may be a possible and
very probable source of infection, = What is more probable than that a witness
or juror should have come from a house in which one of its inhabitants was
affected with fever? Again (though I hardly like to suggest it), might not

syphilis be conveyed in this way ? ' If the latter may be communicated by |

Xkissing, by using a tobacco- or blow-pipe in common, of which we hayve abso-

lute proof, this handling and kissing of a book indiscriminately appears to me |

to be a perfectly possible means of contagion.
does not remove the objection. . .

In Scotland the oath is given to each witness in a manner free from any
such objections. The witness holds up his right hand and repeats the form
©of oath after the judge. No witness is required to kiss the book, and one is
only used in the case of Roman Catholics, who hold the finger and thumb
upon a cross made on it, while. repeating the form. It appears to me very
desirable to substitute at least a .modification of the Scotch form of oath for
‘that now in use in England. The holding up of the right hand and the repe-
tition of the oath by each witness is more impressive, and free from any objec-
tion. A very short clause in the Act would suffice to ensure this, and would
facilitate rather than retard its passing. I have suggested it to two members
of the House of Commons, and if every associate who agrees with me will use
his influence with other members, this much-needed reform, even if it be not
effected, will at least receive some of the attention it deserves.

Even kissing the open book
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