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vassing, but should be left, as the governors have already decided in meeting,
to the Selection Committee, who are in the best position to weigh the respec-
tive claims.

NURSING IN AUSTRALIA,

J.F.J. writes : Two well-trained nurses (one of them a sister) in one of the large
hospitals in this town, wish to become nurses or sisters in a hospital in Ans-
tralia. Isthere some agent in London through whom they could get such a
situation ?

** We have referred this question to the Assistant Agent-General of South
Australia, who states that, so far as South Australia is concerned, all appoint-
ments in hospitals and asylums are made in the colony, and not here in
London. There is very little doubt, however, that the two nurses referred to,
if thoroughly competent and possessing good characters, would very soon
find employment in South Australia.

DIPLOMA IN SANITARY SCIENCE.

G.C. writes : Some time ago I read that it was necessary for a man who wanted
to hold a dispensary or other medical (Government) appointment, to have,
in addition to the three qualifications (Medicine, Surgery, and Obstetrics) a
diploma in Sanitary Science. Does that apply to Ireland, and, if so, when
does it. come in force, and where easiest obtained ?

*4* There is no requirement of the kind referred to in_the Local Government
Service of Ireland.

NOTES, LETTERS, ETC.

HUMBOLDT ON VACCINATION.

A MEMBER writes : Now that the vaccination question is under discussion in
the House of Commons, the unprejudiced opinion of a philosopher and keen
observer, not belonging to the medical profession, may help to refute the
illogical arguments of anti-vaccinators. Baron von Humboldt writes:
* Among the causes of the depopulation of the Raudales "—the district of the
rapids on the Orinoco—‘*I have not reckoned the small-pox, that malady
which in some parts of America makes such cruel ravages that the natives,
seized with dismay, burn their huts, kill their children, and renounce every
kind of society. This scourge is almost unknown on the banks of the Orinoco,
and, should it penetrate thither, it is to be hoped that its effects may be im-
mediately counteracted by vaccination, the blessings of which are daily felt
along the coasts of Terra Firma ” (Continental South America).

HoOSPITAL ABUSE.

A VicTiM (Birmingham) writes: Your correspondent ¢ Panem Nostrum
Quotidianum,” is quite right in saying that you deserve the thanks of
medical men in endeavouring * to stem the flood of charity physic.” The
whole system of hospital relief requires thorough revision. In Birmingham—
and I dare say many other large towns—hundreds who can well afford to pay
a private practitioner obtain attendance at the hospital weekly. What is
the result > The noble profession is reduced to the level of a huckster. Here
many a private practitioner sees patients at the surgery at 6d., 9d., and 1s. a
head, and will give visits and medicine for 3s. 6d. per week. A private in-
surance agent has mapped Birmingham out into districts, has organised what
he calls a ** Medical Aid Society.” Thousands have joined his society and
pay to him 1d. per week for medicine and professional attendance; he then,
with the air of a potentate, appoints medical men for the different districts,
and at the end of each quarter gives his cheque, so that a vast number of the
artisans of Birmingham really form a gigantic club, and obtain the services
and the medicine of a medical man for next to nothing.

The Birmingham Hospital and the Birmingham official dispensaries are to
blame for this state of things. It certainly is high time that a medical man
should be in a position to earn something more than bread and cheese in this
large and prosperous town.

EMPYEMA » EMPY £MA.

E. MaxsenL Sywrson, M.A., M.B.Cantab. (Lincoln) writes: Every now and
then the second curious spelling of this word crops out, like a geological
fault. A year or two back a notice board at one of our largest hospitals bore
the same curious characters, and in the March number of a medical monthly
I notice the same running right through one article, and so it is no mere
misprint. Whether the derivation of pus from blood has had anything to do
with perverting men’s minds, we wot mnot. Certain it is that all
authority derives this word from éuminua, a gathering, from éumvéw, to have
abscesses in the lungs. Liddell and Scott, or the New Sydenham Society's
Lexzxicon, should suffice to prove it. Like the popular pronunciation of ¢néma
—encma (though no one stumbles at énémy), empy=ma seems deeply rooted.
These two instances, among many others, show the real want of just such a
dictionary as Mr. Power and Dr. Sedgwick are completing.
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J. H. Midwinter, London; Mr. G. Mowat, St. Albans; Mr. E. Cresswell
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