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Tax PRACTICE OF MEDICINE In FRANCE.

DR. pE VALCOURT, M.D.Paris, M.R.C.P.Lond., Physician (Cannes), writes: A
recent letter of the Ministre de I'Instruction Publique was not clearly un-
derstood by the English public. I think useful to exdphln here the fact.

France is the most liberal country in Europe, and I believe the only one
where foreigners are allowed to enjoy the same privileges as its own citizens.
To be an M.D. in France, and to have the right &u:tlu a3 such, one must
be a Bacheller-2s-Lettres, as well as a Bacheller-3s-Sciences, and fo t h a
course of five years medical studles, also pass several examinatious, ing
in reality six years of hard medica! study. Furthermore, a Frenchman is

obliged to deposit his diplomas at the mairie of the town where he intends to
set ug(:n practice, and has also to pay the fee, or *‘taxe de patente,” as it is
term

‘We consider it is just that foreigners who, in their own country, have fol-
lowed an equally complete course of studies, and have passed their *‘ exams.”
and obtained their diploma, should be allowed to practise in France after
payment of the said ** taxe de patente,” but it is very natural that English
doctors should not be exempt from the law any more than French ones are;
consequently, it cannot suffice that a medical man who, having gone through
an incomplete course of studies, and possessing a second rate diploma in his
own country, should have the right granted to him by favour to practise in
France. All this is the more important as in general English doctors estab-
lishing themselves in France do not hesitate to attend, not only their own
country people, but French, Russians, Germans, and other nationalities who
may happen to require their services. In our winter resorts more especially
are to be found every season any number of medical men who come out with
invalids as their private physician, and who do not scruple to offer their ser-
vices to other families inhabiting the same hotel, or residing in the same
town as the patient, from whom he is well remunerated, In fact, a consider-
able number of English doctors frequent the hotels along our coast in quest
of clients, Now these doctors have no legal right whatever, and do not even
pay the tax required of them ; however, this does not prevent their obtaining
patients, though in a most irregular manner. These remind one forcibly of
Offenbach’s * Table A’'Hote Major” in **La Vie Parisienne,” and might be
termed *“table d’hote doctors.” I do not for one moment suppose that it
enters into the mind of anyone to approve of these underhanded proceedings.

To resume my subject, allow me to state, first, it has never been a question
of changing the present state of affairs with respect to the numerous English
doctors who for years have settled at Cannes or elsewhere, and who have
been authorised to practise, after passing certain ‘‘ exams.,” and after paying
the yearly tax to Government. It is therefore perfectly false to lead the
minds of the British public to suppose they will in future be deprived of the
medical advice to which they have hitherto been accustomed. Secondly, it
is much to be desired that the French Government should only grant the
right, after a short *“ exam.,” to practise to those English doctors who possess
diplomas that come up to the same standard as those awarded by the French
medical faculty, and who are willing to pay the same tax as ¥rench doctors
are obliged. By these means some sort of arrangement could be made, but at
the same time all abuses must be repressed.

TREATMENT OF CYSTITIS.

T. M. R. writes: Having not infrequently had experience of the obstinate
nature of cystitis, I have recently been quite charmed by the marked good
effected by balsam of copaiba. I had never tried it before, but, reasoning on
its effects in gonorrhwa as well as in some cases of bronehitis, I resolved to
give it a trial; this I did in doses ter die of mvij, alonf with lig. potasse
mxv, suspended in a little mucilage of gum tragacanth ; the patient, a middle-
nfed lady. who had for some weeks taken inf. buchu in two-ounce doses three
times a day, along with liq. potasse and tinct. hyoscyami, felt relief with the
very first dose, and in the course of a week was almost perfectly well; the
case is, however, so recent that I am still keeping up the treat ¢

Perhaps ““J. R, B. K.” may find my observation of service; if he does, I
should be glad to hear from him. I presume “J. R.B. K.” has made sure of
the absence of calculus.
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