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health on board a small ship infected with small-pox, having on board
twenty blacks with confluent small-]iox—six of whom dicd—twenty to
twenty-five others with dry crusts all over the body, with seven deaths
before their arrival at the quarantine station, all packed in a small
space between decks, is perhaps the most crucial test ever witnessed of
preservation by vaccination.”

A “RECORD” IN TWIN-BEARING.

NAPOLEON, in answer to Madame de Staél, said the greatest woman that
ever lived was in his opinion the one who had borne most children. On
this principle he would no doubht have given a conspicuous niche in the
temple of Fame to the American lady whom, according to the New York
Mcdical Record of February 21st, Dr. M. II. Turner, of Hammondsville,
New York, lately delivered of a fifth pair of twins. The citizens of the
great republic seem to be somewhat disappointed at the result of the
recent census : it is to be hoped that they will duly honour the prolific
matron who is certainly doing her share in the work of doubling the
population.

PARACENTESIS PERICARDII.

SURGEON-MAJOR MAURICE SMITH, I.M.D., writes : With reference to the
interesting case of pyo-pericarditis related by Dr. Hermann Bronner,
in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of February 14th, I venture to bring
to notice that in addition to the two cases of incision and drainage ot
the pericardium on account of purulent distension which are cited by
him as being the only successful ones on record, a third case was de-
tailed by Dr. Dickinson, at a meeting of the Clinical Society, somewhere
about two years ago. This case was under Dr. Dickinson’s care at St.
George's Hospital, and the chief point about it, in addition to its suc-
cessful termination, was that the site selected for incision was to the
right of the sternum and at a somewhat lower level than in Dr. Bronner’s
patient. The case will, I believe, be found recorded among the Trans-
actions of the Clinical Society.

ASCARIS LUMBRICOIDES.

DRr. WM. W. SHRUBSHALL (English Methodist Mission, Tientsin, China),
writes: On reading in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL (just to hand) of
October 25th Dr. Bryden’s note on * Curious Symptoms produced by
Ascaris Lumbricoides,” I am reminded of a case recently seen at my
dispensary. Similar symptoms to those deseribed by Dr. Bryden are of
common occurrence here, and by no means considered curious; the
natives speak of such an attack as “ch'ung tzu téng,” that is, ** worm-
pain,” and their facility in diagnosis is not to be wondered at in a
country of which it is said that every native becomes the habitat of
worms at some period of his life.

The case [ am about to mention is a curiosity, so far as my experience
goes, cven in this worm-frequented country. Chang Shih Fa, 4 years of
age, was brought by his father to the out-patient departinent. The boy
complained of pain in his bowels, loss of appetite, constipation alterna-
ting with diarrhcea, frequent nausea, but no vomiting. Temperature
was slightly raised, and for several nights the father said the lad had
been hot and restless. On examination, the abdomen was found very
protuberant, and in the umbilical region, about an inch to the left of
umbilicus, was an area of dulness, painful on pressure. It was ten days
since he first noticed hardness and pain in this region. I gave him
powders containing santonin and pulv. scam. co.

So far there is nothing curious about the case. In a week he returned,
saying that two large worms had been vomited, about a dozen passed
per anum, and that a small sore had burst at the navel and a worm
about eight inches in length had *‘come out” there. The father con-
firmed the patient’s statement, asserting that he saw the worm before
it had left the abdominal wall. I examined the umbilicus, and found a
minute opening, through which, on pressure, a little clear fluid exuded,
but there werc no signs of active inflammation. The boy stated that
previous to the bursting of the ¢ small sore” he had had great pain and
tenderness at the navel. He lost a very few drops of blood after the
worm_had passed out. The previous symptoms had almost entirely
:Fhsidcd, and he went away with another dose of santonin to complete

1¢ cure.
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