March 17,1866.] -TO CORRESPONDENTS. [British Medical Journal.

-
THE LATE MR, FEATHERSTONE.— This gentlemen (a sorrespondent
writes) was once a distinguished pupil at the Bristol Royal In-
firmary; aod he was also, what I rejoice to know is not an unu-
sual ocourrence in the present day, a Christian student. What
he was then, so he remained ; and, as a practitioner, he won the
confidence and esteem of all around him. He was, in truth, one
who united the graces of an earnest Christian with the zeal and
industry of an accomplished surgeon. In speaking of death, he
had often remarked, that if it were God’s will, he would prefer
being taken suddenly; and, not many minutes before he was
killed, he was conversing with his servant on the blessedness of
feeling prepared, in the midst of health, for sudden death. That
such was the case with himself, and that he speedily realised that
bl d in all its ful , there canuot be a doubt. May we
be likewise ready.

THE VENEREAL COMMISSION.— SIR: From the temour of your
remarks on the Venereal Diseases Commission, your readers
may nnticigato that the result of the evidence of the high autho-
rities which they have taken, will lead them to the same conclu-
sion as that contained in the following scene, from the pen of a
living member of our profession. I am, etc.,

January 28th, 1866. OBSERVER.

AD ADOLESCENTES.
Qua morbus ille, tot malorum auctor malus,
Valdé timendus, arte sit vitabilis,
Sermone juvenem in hoc brevi senex docet.
Loq Pamphilus j is et Chremes senex.

P.—S8alvere Chremetem plurimum jubeo.

C.—Salve Pamphile: quid tu? rectén’ atque ut vis vales?
Conastin’? age; poculum exple: ecce Falernum prestantissi-
mum : sume: me ipse quidem sentio jam vino benevolentiaque
abundantem. Quid vis amicissime? dic q do bené de te
mereri possim.

P.—Gratias ago: de valetudine meé magnoperé cupio tecum
confabulari.

C.—ZEdepol! Tu florentis wmtatis juvenis, tanquam heri modo
togate, virtute et viribus predite; ten’ de valetudine tud mecum
consulere !

P.—Tmo, amice. Ita Dii te ament, ut mihi exponas qua ratione
ille morpus, quo tot amicorum affectos video (quod ad nos viros
pertineat), evitandus sit.

C.—Hem! rogas ? Sum animi dubius: nescio an arcanum
tanti pretii liceat mihi enunciatum facere.

P.—Cur hoc? an lueri caussd vulgatum nonvis? Verere ne
wra perdas? nonne ita’st? Vah!

C.—Certissimé : satis video te, licet adhuc adolescens sis, et
Thermas et Forum frequentare. Jta Dii me adjuvent, si is modus,
quem equidem mihi cognitum habeo, omnibus divulgatus fiat,
morbus ipse perpaucos afficiat.

P.—Amice, amicissime, validissimam rationem mihi protulisti,
quare id, quod ad salutem publicam tantoper: pertineat, universé
cognitum esse debeat, nec tantum mnedicis sed etiam omnibus.
Nonne officii tui est hoc vulgare ?

C.—Certé quidem officii est; sed med interest potius celatum
habere. De mre supra dixisti: mehercule, si mali origo abscinda-
tur, lucri fons abundans exscisus erit.

P.—Abscinde, abscinde. Video te nobis tam ex animo factum
velle, ut hodie nihil mihi recusaturus sis.

C —Hem ! sentio me vino plenum. Ain’ tu “abscinde” an
“circamscinde?” Heus! jam caput meum vertigine agitatur;
cor palpitat— Egrotatne Passerculus tuus ?

P.—Bene habet, ut fit; vercor tamen ne, nidum petens, morbo
afficiatur. Pater, si me amas, mihi aperi rationes, si qua sint,
per quas malum tantoperé timendum evitare possim. Oro, ob-
secro, ut hoc mihi pandas, optime hominum.

C.—Hei mihi! vitam longam egi, et plurima vidi que referre
pigeat, vel etiam animadvertere; que mala, quo pauciora in hoc
®vo fiant; et propter amicitiam qusm erga patrem tuum et teip-
sum, et amicos nostros habeo; et liberorum etiam qui futuri sint,
caussd, id quod tu prudenter rogavisti, prredioabo. Tu te dictis
preebeas volo—atque imprimis te preemoneo perfacile esse ple-
risque illum morbum evitare.

.—Ab ore tuo totus pendeo: dic tandem.

C.—Inter Judmos et omnes alios, quibus abscisum preputium,
hoc malum rarissimé invenies: nempe illis, cutis adeo indurata,
ut abrasio non facile fiat, quapropter morbus rard concipitur;
ergo illis stas integra permanet: contra, cutis tenera Christianis
multornm malorum caussa est.

P.—Hei mihi! vi'n’ omnes * Curtos Judeos”* imitemur ?

C.—Forsitan pauccs, verim non omnes circumcisiou\em pati
debere puto. Altera est et multo facilior ratio, qua pené parem
immunitatem prebet. Vin’ tibi explicem ?

P.—Nm—perge, quseso.

C.—Et simplex et secura est: quotidie matutino tempore quum
e lecto surrexeris, preputium retrahere, ac glaudem nudare:
itaque indurata cutis morbum rejiciet. Hoc munditie perindé ac
valetndinis caussd facere oportet. Permagni refert Pupillos,
Milites, denique omnes adol tes hoc scire et continud ex-
sequi ; neque amplius celari rem tante utilitatis. Abi: fac certos
omnes familiares tuos, ut tibi pro tanto beneficio gratias habeant.

P.—Tu, quantus, quantus, nihil nisi sapientia es. Dii me per-
dant ni tibi ex imo corde gratias habeo ob tantum meritum: et
ipse utar, et amicos uti admonebo; qus res bene vortat nobis!
Vale, [ Exit Pamphilus exultans : dormit Chremes.

* Vide Horatium, Sat.,, lib. 1, ix, 70.

SucTION-CURETTES.—The letters of Mr. Adams and Mr. Greenway
shall appear next week.

HosPITAL STATISTICS.~SIR: I am obliged to your reviewer for
pointing out an omission in my work On the Climate of Italy. He
8ays, with respect to the conclusions I have drawn from hospital
statistics, that I do not record “ to what extent selection has been
carried out in the admission of cases.” Such a notice would have
strengthened—it is imFossibIe to calculate exactly how much—
more or less the conclusions; so hasten to supply it. At St.
Mary’s, acute cases are admitted at all hours without tickets of
admission ; chronic cases are postponed till ¥Fridays, have to
obtain a letter from a subscriber, and then are often rejected from
want of room. The Ospetale Maggiore at Milan, being a Govern-
ment institution, admits all equally free. Yet still the chronic
cases are in excess in the former, the acute in the latter. This,
of course, can only arige from the causes to which I have assigned
it. 1 am, etc., THOMAS KING CHAMBERS.

228, Brook Street, Grosvenor Square, March 5th, 1866.

Poor-LAw MEDICAL REFORM AND VACCINATION.—Mr. Griffin begs
us to inform the Poor-law medical officers that the following sub-
scriptions have been received by him towards the funds of the
association :—R. Fendick, Bristol, 58.; C. Wotton, Hemel Hemp-
stead, 21s.; A.Thom, Brampton, 58.; G. M. Phillips, Hitchin,
10s. 6d.; H. Stear, Saffron Walden, 5s.; A. N. Jones, Saffron Wal-
den, 5s8.; F.F.Walsh, Saffron Walden, 5s.; B. Rake, Fording-
bridge, 58.; C. Mott, Chertsey, 10s.—By Mr. Prowse: E. Davies,
Wrexham, 5s.; J. Foster, Chorlton, 10s. 6d.; J. S. Waller, Flegg
Burgh, 5s.: 8. T. Huke, T d and Happing, 5s.; A.Ingham,
Haworth, 10s.; P. N,, 5.; N. P. Lisle, Cardiff, 10s. 6d.; J. Wardles-
worth, Bury, 10s. 6d.

Mr. Griffin also sends us a letter, which he has sent to each
member of the House of Commons, recommending alterations in
the Vaccination Bill. This Bill was read a second time on the
8th of this month; therefore, those medical men who wish the
Bill to be amended in Committee, should lose no time in writing
to their members.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

ESTABLISHED 1848.

M J. Baxter Langley, M.R.C.S.

ng., F.I.S., (late of King'a College, London), PRO-
FESSIONAL AGENCY, 50, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.

omerset.—For transfer, with

\ complete introduction, a first class Practice in a good Town,
where the vendor has for many years occupied the highest sociak
position, and could introduce his successor to the best society.
Income from £800 to £1000 a year, but capable of great ext
Excellent house with ample accommodation, stabling, coach house,
and garden.—Address “ T., 850, Mr. Langley, as above.

omerset.—An unusual oppor-

tunity is afforded to a dounbly qualified man who could at once
enter upon Practice in a pleasant town, to succeed the advertiser,
who has accepted a valuable appointment elsewhere. The Practice
is well established. Average income from private patients, £290;
transferable appointments, with incidental advantages, £70 a year.
terms very low.—Address * T., 859, Mr. Langley, as above.

Death Vacancy.—The succession

to an old established Eractice in a Country Town is open for
negociation upon very easy terms. Good house with stables and
land. Income £400 ayear.—Address “ T., 857,” Mr. Langley, as above.

In a large Town in the Midland

Counties, a well established Practice for transfer. Average
income £400. Appointments £20. The receipts could probably be
doubled in a short time by a suitable gentleman. The connexion is
believed to be completely transferable. Very moderste terms, as
family circumstances induce the vendor to leave the district.—
Address “T., 851,” Mr. Langley, as above.

K ent. — An old established

Practice for transfer. Patients of a good class, Average
income £700. No midwifery under £1:1. Appointments £200 &
year. 11l health and advancing years the cause of retirement.—
Address “T., 849,” Mr. Langley, as above.

Suffolk.—In consequence of ill

bealth, the incumbent of an old established unopposed Practice
desires to secure a suitable successor without delay. The receipts
from private practice have averaged £300 a year. Union with extras
£66. Clubs £42. Good house, with land, greenhouse, stabling, etc.;
rent £22. Patients of a good class—Address *“ T., 744,” Mr. Lang-
ley, as above. .
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Cla.ssica.l and Mathematical.—

Dr. STEGGALL prepares Gentlemen for their Examinations
in Classios and Mathematios at all the Medical Boards, viz., the
Prefimi Bxami anlatt

Pepsine and Pepsine Wine.—
. BOUDAULT begs tostate that he cannot be answerable

for the purity and strength of any Preparation sold under his name
unless obtained from his sole Agent, Mr. PETER SQUIRE, Her

y tion at Apotheearies’ Hall; the M:
Examiastion of the London University; Preliminary aad Fellow.
ship Examination at the Royal College of Surgeons, ete.

Dr. STEGGALL o his I ion for all Medical and Sur-
gical Examinations during the ths.—Add Dr.
STEGGALL, 2, South Street, Bl bury Sq , London.

Majesty’s Chemist, 377, Oxford Street, London, to whom all appHi-
cations respecting it must be addressed.

Third Edition of Beudault on“ Pepsine”, with further Remarks
by Dr. Corvisart, Physician in Ordinary to the Emperor of the
French; edited by W. 8. 8quire, Ph.D. Published by J. Churehill,

London. May also be had of the Author, 277, Oxford St. Price 6d.

Pulvis Facobi

ver, Newbery

~" FRAS. NEWBERY & SONS, 45, ST. PAUL’S CHURCHYARD.
Prices for Difpenfing—1 oz., gs.; }oz., 3s. 4d.

R EADING’S IMPROVED INVALID CARRIAGES.

The greatest Luxury and Comfort ever introduced
for removing Invalids, being fitted with the

PATENT NOISELESS WHEELS.
‘These Carriages may be engaged on moderate terms,
for any journey, on application to
H. & J. READING,
COACHBUILDERS,
14, RIDING HOUSE ST., CAVENDISH SQUARE.

Also, a good assortment of New and Second-hand
Broughams and other Carriages for Sale or Hire.

DR. McMUNN’S

(Of New York, U.S8.A.)

ELIXIR OF OPIUM.

This is the Pure and Essential Extract, from the Native Drug.—Price Two Shillings per Bottle.

1t contains all the valuable medicinal properties of Opium in natural combination, to the exclusion of all its noxious, deleterious, and
useless principles upon which its bad etfects depend. It possesses all the sedative,anodyne, and antispasmodio powers of Opium.

To produce sleep and composure.

To relieve pain and irritation, nervous excitement, and morbid irritability of body and mind.

To allay convulsive and spasmodic actions, etc., ete.
And, being purified from all the i and deleterious el

, it operation is attended by

No sickness of the stomach, no vomiting, uo costivenass, no headache, .
Nor any derangement of the constitution or general health,
Hence its high superiority over Laudanum, Paregoric, Black Drop, Denarcotised Laudanum, and every other Opiate preparation.
The Elixir of Opium is also greatly superior to Morphine—
1. In its containing all the active medicinal virtues of Opium in native combination, and in being its full representative; while
Morphine, being only one of its principies, cannot alone, aud that in aun artiticial state of combination too, produce all the characteristic
effects of so triumphant a remedy, when four or tive of its other valuable principles are excluded,

2. In its effects the Elixir is more characteristic, permanent, and uniform than any of the artificial compounds of Morphine.
3. And, a8 a preparation, it is not liable to decompose or deterioriate, like the solutions of Morphine ; and thus is obviated a serious

objection, which has prevented the latter from being used with precision and effect.
To speak summarily, the Elixir of Opium, as a remedy, may be adopted in all cases in which either Opium
administered, with the certainty of obtaining all the salutary and happy effects, without being followed by their di

consequenges.

0]

or its preparations are

TESTIMONIALS.

From Dr. CHILTON, the eminent Chemist of New York, in proof
of the accomplishment of this Discovery.

“ Dr. JouN B. McMu~~ having made known to me the process by
which he prepares his ‘ Elixir of Opium,’ and wishing me to state
my opinion eoncerning it, [ therefore say that the process is in ac-
cordance with well-known chemical laws, and that the preparation
must all the valuable principles of Opium, without those which
are considered as deleterious and useless.

“J. R. CHiLToN, M.D., Operative Chemist, etc.

“ NewYork, Dec. 29th, 1836."°

¥From Dr. JAMES HERON, President of the Medical Society of
Orange Co., N.Y., of which Dr. MoMunn is a Member.

*“ This certifies that I have used Dr. McMunn’s ¢ Elixir of Opium,’
and do find it to be preferable to Opium and its tinctures, in that it
is not followed by the pain in the head, nauses,dry and bitter mouth,
and constipation, so generally consequent upon the use of that drug ;

om: Y‘
\
\

and I do believe his preparation at least equally beneficial with the
other combinations of Mox})hia.
“ JaMES HERON, Physician and Surgeon.
“ Warwick, Oct. 17th, 1849.”

Drs. VAN HOEVENBERGH and ALLEN'S trials of the
“ Elixir of Opium” in the Bellevue Hospital.

* This is to certify that Dr. J. B. McMunn’s ¢ Elixir of Opium’ has
been used in several cases, at the Bellevue Hospital, with the most
satisfactory effects, when the usual preparations of Opium have
proved injurious.

‘The undersigned are fully convinced that it possesses the seda-
tive properties of the latter, without producing constipation of the
bowels or any unpleasant symptoms.

‘“ HEnRY VAN HoEVENBERGH, Resident Physician,Bellevue Hospital,

GEORGE F. ALLEN, Assistant-Physician.

‘“ Bellevue, New York, Feb. 19th, 1837.”

FRANCIS NEWBERY AND SONS,

45, St. Paul’s Churchyard, London.



