June 2, 1866.] TO CORRESPONDENTS. [British Medical Journal.

CLITORIDOTOMY.— SIR : S0 long as letters with reference to me
and the operation of clitoridotomy were anonymous, I did not
think them worth answering., The letter, however, of Mr. Lit-
tleton, in your issue of May 19th, is of a different class; and, in
reply to it, T beg leave to make a few remarks.

I have first to thank Mr, Littleton for having answered those
who have said that I was the originator of this operation. It was
my knowledge of the works of Aétius and others, that led me to
the opposite conclusion.

The operation is mentioned as early as the time of Paulus
ZXgineta. A&tius speaks of it at some length. Dionis, the cele-
brated French surgeon, in 1788, not only minutely describes the
mode of performing it, but gives illustrations of the instruments
to be used. These instruments were copied and exhibited at the
conversazione of the Obstetrical Society, held on March 28th, for
the exhibition of obstetrical instruments. Finally, in 1827, Na-
grodsky, a German, wrote a most elaborate Latin essay, De
Nymphomanid et ejusdem Curatione. Not only is this essay a most
complete account of the disease, but it gives a full history of the
literature of the subject. It is in the Library of the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons; and to it I would refer your reviewer of my
work, and all others who believe me to have been the originator
of this operation, 3

I find, by reference to the Medical Directory, that Mr. Lit-
tleton has taken high honours at the London University in
nearly every branch of medical study. I am, therefore, rather
surprised that he should have quoted, as believing them, the
words of Aétius, “ Hinc vero s@pe sterilitas exoritur” If Mr. Lit-
tleton will do me the honour of reading my book, he will find that
this and other fallacious objections to the operation are fally
answered by Cases II1, IX, XI, XIX, XLVIII, etc. I conclude my
book with these words: *“ A careful perusal of the cases related
in the foregoing pages, will show that all the theoretical objec-
tions mentioned in the introductory chapter, as having been raised
against my treatment, have been fully contradicted by facts.”

I think I have just reason to complain that my critics have
been too ready to reiterate these objections, and have not been so
willing to notice the facts which contradict them. I could, if it
were necessary, give the names of the medical attendauts on all
the cases of pregnancies recorded in my book. This, however, [
may, for many reasons, be excused from doing publicly. One
instance only I would except—that of a lady, brought to me in
1863 by Dr. Willshire. From long continued injurious excite-
ment, her health was thoroughly broken down, and there was
complete retroversion of the uterus. T operated for the latter
condition, and also excised the clitoris. She made a good reco-
very, and three months later became pregnant. She is now the
mother of a healthy son, and herself in robust health. So
grateful is she, that she has expressed her willingness to see,
privately, any gentleman who may doubt this statement. This
case I have quoted, not only because Dr. Willshire's name is one
of very high professional standing, but also because the facts can
be verified by reference to that gentleman. I have ever courted
publicity; and there are th ds of my profa 1 brethren,
from all parts of the world, ready to bear testimony to the truth
of my cases.

I shall be happy to give any additional information to auy
gentleman actuated by an honest desire to know the truth; but I
do not feel disposed to enter info a wordy warfare with those who,
professedly seeking for light, hide themselves under the mantle
of an anonymous contribution. I am, etc.,

1. BAKER BROWN,

17, Connaught Square, Hyde Park, W., May 19th, 1866.

CrrrorrpoToMy.—BIR: In reference to Mr. I. B. Brown's opera-
tion—viz., the removal of the clitoris as a remedy for ba-

WE have received a letter from Mr. Clowes, referring to a paragraph
in the JOURNAL of May 19th, and have no hesitation in saying
that we regret admitting the paragraph into the JouRNAL., It was
undoubtedly written under a misconception of the facts.

INOCULATION oF INDURATED CHANCRES.—Mr. James Lane says,
that there have been no less than five successful cases of inocula-
tion from indurated sores at the Lock Hospital during the last
six months—one by Dr. Boeck, one by Mr. Gascoyen, one by him-
self, and two by Mr. W. J. Coulson,

TREATMENT OF ASCARIDES.—A correspondent writes: “T would
feel obliged if your correspondent, Dr. J. L. Green, would inform
me what dose of the chloride of potassium combined with perchlo-
ride of iron he administers in the treatment of ascarides. These
parasites occasionally resist all treatment for their permanent
removal, This is very discouraging, both to the medical man
and his patient.”

COMMUNICATIONS have been received from:— Dr. GEORGE
JOHNSON ; Mr. A.B. STEELE; THE HONORARY SECRETARY OF THE
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY; Mr. G. GREENSLADE; Mr. THOMAS
PorE; Dr. BEIGEL; Dr. J. B. P1TT; Dr. NoBLE; Dr. BARCLAY;
Mr. M‘KEAND ; Dr. WALTERS ; Mr. C. STEELE; SIR HENRY
CooPER; Mr. WM. PARKER; Mr. P. N. RoBERTS; Mr. WILLIAM
CopNEY; Mr. F.CrLowEs; Mr.T.M.StoNE; Dr. H. SimpsoN; Dr.
DesMoND; Dr. W. DoBIE; Dr. FosTER; Mr. C. H, MooRE; SIR
HENRY CooPER; and Mr. J. F, HoLDEN.
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M= J. Baxter Langley, M.R.C.S.

ng., F.L.S. (late of King's College, London), PRO-
FESSIONAL AGENCY, 50, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.

London.—-£800 year. A well

established Practice, with open Surgery and excellent con-
nexion, for transfer. Very convenient house, rent £50. No mid
wifery under £1:1. Complete introduction.—* T., 841,” Mr. Lang-
ley, as above.

£2000 a year.—For transfer, an

old established Practice in a populous borough near London.
Established nearly thirty years. Excellent appointments.—Address
“T.,926,” Mr. Langley, as above.

tion and its effects, including hysteria, mania, etc.~will you allow
me to remark, for the information of those of your readers inter-
ested in this matter, that at pages 585 and 586 of Thomas’s
Practice of Physic, article “ Nymphomania”, are to be found these
words:—“ As the clitoris is the seat of pleasure during the act of
coitus, nymphomania might possibly be cured by extirpating the
organ, The following case, recorded by a Krench writer (Riche-
raud), is much to the purpose. A young woman was 8o addicted
to masturbation, that she was nearly exhausted by marasmus.
Sensible of the danger of her situation, yet not possessed of suff-
cient fortitude, or else irresistibly impelled by the pleasurable
sensations to which she yielded, she could not command herself,
and e d profuse emissi Her parents took her to Professor
Dubois, and, upon the authority of Leoret, he thought it advisable
to propose amputation of the clitoris, which the patient and her
pareuts agreed to. The organ was removed with one stroke of
the bistoury, and the bleeding prevented by an application of the
cautery. The operation completely succeeded, and the patient
was cured of her fatal habit, quickly recovering her health and
strength.” I may add, that Thomas treats of the effects of “ mas-
turbation” as involving “a high degree of hysteria, or a species
of madness”,

That the starting point of “ habitual onanism” is cerebral, there
can be, I think, no doubt. Nevertheless, it may be that the re-
moval of the clitoris, as practised first by Aétius,* and after him
by Dubois, then by Brown and “ Braun of Vienna”, can do much
good, and prove of eminent service, in certain and exceptional
cases. T am, ete.,

JaMES G. DAVEY, M.D., M.R.C.P.London.

Northwoods, Bristol, May 21st, 18686.

* See the note of Dr. T. Littleton, in the JOURAL of May 19th,

Yevon.—In one of the most

thriving towns, with a population of nearly two thousand,
& Practice for transfer., The opposition is quite unimportant.
Average income about £500. References can be given to some of the
leading medical men in the county. Appointments £100. House
and very convenient premises, garden and field ; rent £30.—Address
“T.,915,” Mr. Langley, as above.

Leicestershire.—In a pleasant

market town, with a district taining twenty th d
inhabitants, a Family Practice for trausfer. Income about 400.
Clubs £50. No assistant required. House containing fourteen rooms,
with pleasant garden, etc.; rent £32. Terms moderate.—Address
“T.,921,” Mr. Langley, as above.

1000 a-year.— A thoroughly

genuine Practice for transfer. Contracts bring in about £500,
and could be safely transferred. House, with large garden and
every convenience, at a moderate rent. The whole practice lies
within a radius of two miles.—Address “S., 1171,” Mr. Langley, as
above.

. . . .
Non—dlspensmg Practice in a

large Town for transfer, with complete introduction. Patients
wholly of the u&\per class. Midwifery fees £1:1 and upwards.
No horse required. Present income about £350 a year, but has not
been actively pushed. An excellent introduction for a man of first
class ability.~Address “T.,919,” Mr. Langley, as above.
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Weiss’s Illustrated Cata.iogue,

containing nearly 800 engravings of Surgeons' Instruments
and Apparatus, classified for their various purposes. Price, bs.
62, Strand, London.

“This catalogue has many and great merits. Tt is modest, truthful,
carefully arranged, and extremely well illustrated. In the great
majority of cases the name of the surgeon is appended to the modi-
fication which he has introduced, and frequently other makers’ names
are honourably attached to instruments which they first originated.
These are large principles of honour which we are glad to see strictly
observed in this catalogue.”—Lancet, September 12th, 1863.

Aéra.ted Lithia Water.—

Messre. BLAKE, SANDFORD, and BLAKE are prepared
to supply the LITHIA WATERS (of which they were the original
Manufacturers under Dr.G ARROD'8instruction)of any strength pre-
soribed by the Profession for special oases. Thosein constantuse
contain two grains and five grains in each bottle, either by itselfor
combined with BICARBONATE of POTASH or PHOSPHATE of
AMMONIA.—Also, Potash, Citrate of Potash,8oda, Seltser,Vichy,
and Mineral Aecid Waters, as usual.
BLAKE, SANDFORD, and BLAKE, Ph

47, Piccadilly.

tical Chemiat:

NEWBERYS NEW GLUTEN CAPSULES.
COPATBA, COPAIBA AND CUBEBS, AND COPATBA AND CITRATE OF IROK.

GLUTEN versus GELATINE.— GLUTEN AS AN ENVELOPE IMMEASURABLY SUPERIOR.

Beautifully made; egg-shape More convenient to take. Pleasanter in action.

Regular in size. Smaller than those of other makers, Do not cause eructations.

Contain no air-bubbles. Though containing usual quantity. If tried, will be approved.
Bottles of 36 Capsules, 2s. A liberal allowance to the Profession.

FRANCIS NEWBERY & SONS (Established A.D. 1746), 45, St. Paul’s Churchyard, London, E.C.

Pulvis Facobi ver, Newbery

FRAS. NEWBERY & SONS, 45, ST. PAUL’S CHURCHYARD.
Prices for Difpenfing—1 oz., gs.; } oz., 3s. 4d.

PALMERS SEA SALT,

A SUBSTITUTE FOR SEA BATHING.

Packed in Bozes of Tlbs., 9s. per dozen ; 14 lbs., 16s. per dozen ; 28 lbs., 30s. per dozen. Carriage paid.

Boxes as a Package for “ Sea Salt” are, for the Chemist’s shop, found to be far superior to any other. Those Chemists who have not
already had a supply are requested to write immediately to

JAS. B. PALMER, 112, LOWER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C.
4 handsome Show Card and Counter Bills forwarded with each order.

TESTIMONIAL.

“T have much pleasure in stating that I have examined two different portions of PALMER'S SEA 8aLt, obtained without his know-
ledge, and find by experiment that they will fulfil all the conditions promised in his advertisement, and that it is a Salt of very superior

quality for bathing and medical purposes.”
JOHN ROBINSON, M.D., and M.R.C.S.L. ‘

ORIGINAL CHLORODYNE,

INVENTED BY RICHARD FREEMAN, PHARMACEUTIST,
Is allowed to be one of the greatest discoveries of the present century, and is largely employed by the most
eminent Medical Men, in hospital and private practice, in all parts of the globe, and is Jjustly considered to be a
remedy of intrinsic value and of varied adaptdbility, possessing most valuable properties, and producing curative
effects quite unequalled in the whole materia medica.

It is the only remedy of any use in EripeEmic CHoLERA.—Vide EARL RUSSELL'S Letters to the Royal
College of Physicians of London and to the Inventor, Mr. FREEMAN.

It has effects peculiar to itself, and which are essentially different to those produced by the various
deceptive and dangerous compounds bearing the name of Chlorodyne. See the reports in Manchester Guardian,
Dec. 80, 1865, and the Shropshire News, Jan. 4, 1860, of the fatal results from the use of an imitation.

It holds the position as the best and cheapest preparation.

It has been used in careful comparison with Dr. Collis Browne's Chlorodyne, and preferred to his.—Vide
affidavits of eminent Physicians and Surgeons.

MANUFACTURED BY THE INVENTOR, .

RICHARD FREEMAN,

70, KENNINGTON PARK ROAD, LONDON, 8.
Sold by all Wholesale Druggists.
To the Profession in Bottles, 2 oz., 2s. 8d.; 4 0z., 4s. 6d.; 8 oz., 9s.; 10 oz., 11s.; 20 oz. 20s. each Bottle.
The usual Discount off.
N.B.—The Genuine has ‘‘Freeman’s Original Chlorodyne’® engraved on the
Government Stamp outside every Bottle. ,



