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TYPICAL EXAMPLES OF THE EARLIEST
KNOWN SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS.—The
flint instruments here figured include those which
would be employed by the pioneers of trepanning,
both by sawing and by scraping. Present-day
experiments have demonstrated that with these
instruments the former operation can be performed
in about three-quarters of an hour, while the latter
takes about half the time. The thin and tender
skull of an infant would be trepanned in a few
minutes—and it is noteworthy that very many
of the Neolithic patients were children.

i

slip.

1 After removing a portion of the scalp the surgeon would probably
scrape the bare skull in order to destroy the smoothness and polish which would otherwise cause his instrument to

Next, with a flint knife or piercer he would outline the shape of the section he

intended to remove. Then he would work along this outline with knife and saw, using
now the point, now the blade or edge according to the requirements at cach step, until
he had sawn through all but a thin layer of the skull. A slight pressure at some point
in the groove would allow of the introduction of a splint of bone or wood which, used
as a lever, would remove the circumscribed portion without damage to the dura mater.
The operation by scraping was presently performed by progressive thinning of the skull
with a knife or scraper, the operation being completed by a series of light taps upon the
innermost lamina which is thus broken up. The natives of New Ireland use obsidian
flakes for trepanning. A portion of a trepanned Neolithic skull showing scratches and-
grooves made by the flint surgical instrument is here reproduced.
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