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OBJECTS FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN PROVIDING EVIDENCE OF VERY EARLY COMMERCIAL
ENTERPRISE.—The rise to wealth and importance of the Zgean area seems to have been brought about by peaceful
trading activity, carried on from time immemorial between the islands and between these and the coast-lands of the
Mediterranean. The most valuable commodity in the Zgean was obsidian, a volcanic vitreous rock which splits up into
very sharp flakes and makes much better knives, arrow heads, scissors and razors than the best flint. The chief, if rot
tbe only, source of obsidian was Melos; and it became the centre of an export trade which entailed great enterprise in
.. navigation throughout the ZEgean area. The gradual improvement in metal, leading to its increasing use, at last ruincd
the obsidian trade, but for ages keener edges could be produced from obsidian than from bronze. That commercial
gelations united Melos with the other islands of the Cyclades, with Crete, continental Greece, Asia Minor and
even with Egypt, is attested by finds of obsidian from this
source in all these regions, and of vast heaps of cores and
flakes in the island itself. Another commodity was liparite,
which must have been fetched by venturers to the Lipari
Islands, north of Sicily, for it is not found in the ZEgéan,
Artificial triton shells were made of it, and these  were
probably the object of a flourishing trade, for they are
found in the different excavated sites ; they were no'doubt
votive offerings, the triton shell itself being an important
object of cult. Thus civilisation was stimulated by contact
and intercourse with other peoples, wealth increased, and
the means accumulated which, later, the organising and
administrative ability of Minos used to establish the
hegemony of Crete in the whole Zgean,
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