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SALTAIR SURGICAL SERVICE
@hy MWelts should be used after
Abdominal  @perations

operatlon
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From data in our. possessnon extending over many years, .we -

- find an increasing proportion of cases of VENTRAL HERNIA,
: usuall;' due, we are convinced (from inquiry during personal

fitting) to la.ck of support durmg the early period after

. Despite the great advances in surgery, bandagmg and other

such - post-operative care is frequently neglected when super-

* vision by surgeon ot nursing staff ends.

A light, well- ﬁttmg belt obviates risk of sudden strain, can

: easily be applied by the patient, and, by affordxng temporary

efficient “support, prevents the permanent use of a belt for
ventral hernia, S

e

Surgical Reference Books free on request.
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PIONEERS AND EMPIRE BUILDERS: No. 419
! EIGHTH. PERIOD—circa 750 B.C. to A.D. c. 404

If you ])rem’zbe, or tell your patient to buy
“Aspirin” you cannot know what he will be given.
| “TABLOID’ ASPIRIN |

(1) Contains pu'rc acetylsalicylic

acid free from talc, boric
acid, etc,

nun i

0-524 gm)
g5 ¢ SW

“utms A v L

it 0
Burroughs

‘Wellcome & Co.

(2) Accurate in dosage.

(3) Disintegrate promptly and
- does not disturb the

77 ’ i
Reduced fac:zm;lcf? @ ‘{»@ ‘ digestion *
Therefore, a/wa)/s prescribe

.m‘TABLOI D=~ ASPIRIN

Supplied to the Medical Profession, in bottles of 25 and 100:
gr. 5 at 10d. and 2/6 per bottle, 0-5 gm. at 1/3 and 3/9 per bottle

BURROUGHS WELLCOME & Co., LONDON

Address for ications: Snow HiLL BUILDiNGS, E.C. 1
Exzhibition Room: 54, Wigmore Street, W.1
Associated Houses: NEW -YORK MONTREAL . SYDKEY CAPE TOWN MILAN
BOMBAY SHANGHAI --BUENOS AIRES

TYPES OF THE ROMAN MATRON, WHOSE INFLUENCE CONTRIBUTED TO THE SOCIAL GREATNESS
OF THE ANCIENT LATIN WORLD.—While legaily under the tutelage of her nearest male relative and mcapable of
owning property, the matron of early Rome yet enjoyed considerable freedom. She carried on her occupations in the
atrium and had easy communication with the outside world; she was addressed by the honourable title of domina. She
brought up the children, supenntended the work oi the household and prepared the wool for weaving. Not until late
Republitan and early Empire times was she permitted an ‘interést in the world of intellect ard politics. When,
however, the matron of the early ideal was allowed
ic widen her outlook, women iike Cornelia, Octavia,
Antonia, the eldet Agrippina (thc two last here
depicted on right and left respectively), and many
others, arose. Dming the Republic there was
some weakening of the family life, until men
changed their wives every few years to secure a
fortune ‘or a political allfance, The increase of
. wealth and the growth of Asiatic-Hellenic luxury
" appéar to have played a large .part in bringing
- about- the moral degeneracy of Rome in the first
three centuries of Empire, The devotion of the
. women to-imported -Eastern- cults was a sinister
“ _feature from” the time of their appearance diring
the Republic ; but even during the worst social
periods there were numberless exceptions to the
lowered standard among women, and their effective
pioneer work in the developmént of human society
gave the term matron the honourcd significance it
has enjoyed ever sirice, ’
Date: From earliest. Roman times. The portraits
(Antonia, born 3 B.Ce Agrippina the Elder, born
" before 12 B,C.), _COPYRIGHT
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briefly in a note accompanying the return. Where property is
coucérned, the amount of the income to be included is correctly
the proportion of the annual value, according to the pariod for
which the property has been owned, in the year for which the
return is made,

« Information as to Capital. .
¢ L. C.” inquires whether the income tax authovities are entitled
to information as to the source of the capital which he put inko
the purchase of a practice. . . .

*,.* The authorities are concerned with
of ““ L. C.’s ”” income either for the present or any previous year
as far back as April 5th, 1920, and we cannot see any grounds
on which they could claim that the source of his capital was
relevant to his assessment. If not relevant they have no right
to a reply, and if the inquiry is put and pressed L. C.” might
write again after ascertaining the grouuds for the inquiry.

: Cash Reccipts Basis.

¢ KLAXON *” has taken over a practice as from October, 1926, and
has been informed by the local authorities that for the half-year
to April, 1927, he will have to pay on one-halt of his predecessor’s
assessment and that he will be assessed in future on the basis of
his book debts.

*.* Asregards the first point, the position is that he is liable
to be assessed according to his predecessor’s past average profits
—+that is, on one-half of the gross assessment so calculated,
less all the personal allowances which may be due to him. If,
however, ¢ Klaxon '’ can show that the earnings of the practice
fell short from some specific cause since or by reason of his
succession, then he will be entitled to have the assessment for
the six months to April, 1927, adjusted to the amounnt of his
earnings. If such an adjustment is probably due, no doubt he
can arrange with the inspector of taxes for the assessment to
remain in abeyance until after March. It is assumed that
‘“Klaxon ” is not collecting his predecessor’s accounts and
bringing them into his own income tax returns, in which case
the cash receipts would not reflect the full gross earniungs of the
practice and would properly be refused; but he should claim
a reasonable allowance for outstanding debts likely to be wholly
or partially irrecoverable.

Motor Car Transactions.
¢ E.J. B.” bought an ¢ R ” car in 1921 for £273 and sold it in 1923
for £30, buying an ¢ F *’ car for £160. He sold that car in 1926
for £15, buying an ¢ M-O *’ car for £362.
*,* The amounts to be claimed as expenses are as follows:
(1) of the year 1923, £160—£90=£70; (2) of the year 1926,
£362—£15=£347, less the excess of the gross cost (£362) over
the original car outlay (£273)—that is, a net amount of
£347—-£89=£258. For the financlal year 1926-27 he should also
claim a depreciation allowance of 20 per cent. of £362=£72.
“M. H.’s” car transactions have been as follows: In 1915 he
Egrchs.sed 8 second-hand *‘ 8 ** car for £335 and sold it in 1927 for
0; he bought a new * St.” car in 1925 for £275 aund sold it in
December, 1926, for £128; in July, 1926, he bought a second-hand

. ¢V car for £320, which he is still using.
*,* In our opinion the renewal or obsolescence claim is best
" made as for the year definite fizures are ascertainable—that is,
the year of sale. On that basis ¢“M. H.” should claim as follows:
(1) 8 car, renewal costas an expense of the year 1927, £335—
£30=£305. (2) ¢*8t.” car, obsolescence allowance, £275—£128=
-£147, dednct deprsciation allowance given (that is, 20 per cent.
.of £275=4£55), net claim £92, ags an expense of the year 1926.
(3) ““V” car, 20 per cent. of £320=£64 as a depreciation allowance
for 1927-28. The authovities may claim to restrict the above to
allow for the falling value of cars generally on the ground that
there was some loss of capital. If so perhaps ‘M. H.” will send
us their figures. )

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

ACQUIRED MELANISM IN MOTHS TRANSMITTED BY
INHERITANCE. .

SURGEON REAR-ADMIRAL CHARLES M. BEADNELL, R.N.(ret.),
writes: With reference to the note in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of February 5th on nchuired melanism in mocths
transmitted by inberitance, may I protest against the easy
assumption that an ¢ acquired melanism > had been proved by

Dr. Heslop Harrison to be * transmissible by inheritance® on -

the basis of the alleged fact that certain moths fed in their
larval stages on a lead-manganese contaminated diet begot, as
descendants, melanized moths the larvae of which had been fed
entirely on uncontaminated food. The expression “acquired
melanism’’ ‘would appear to me fo beg the question. Sir
Archdall Reid, who, more than any biologist past or present, has
shown tha confusion of thought, through faunlty terminology,
that has accompanied the long and heated controversy concern-
ing the transmission of acquired characters, defines an acquired
character as one developed under the stimulus of use or injury in

the proper assessment

contrast to an inborn character which is one developed under
the stimulus of nutriment, inheritance being, according to this
authority, the reproduction, as a nutritional character, by the
~offspring of a parental character of any sort. Now I submit
there is no evidence in the case in point of any use or injury
stimulus having called forth a deposition of pigment in the
hypodermal cells of the metal-fed moths. On the other hand, it
is surely obvious that a nutriment stimulus was preseut and
that it was this that produced in the moths the inborn character
melanism which, happening to be a variation in a direction
favourable to the industrialized environment of the insects, was
fostered and furthered by natural selection and reproduced as
a nutritional character by descendauts. In short, it was, I

- submit, the germ plasm of the moths that was directly acted
upon by the circulating manganese and lead salts. If, at any
point in the eighty odd million year line of germ cells of the
multicellular organisms, the germ-plasm be affected by nutri-
tional or mechanical stimuli to the point of definite structural
adjustments, there would be bronght about in descendant germ
cells the potentiality (temporary or permanent according to the
survival value) to induce related structural adjustments in
certain groups of cells of ‘that ephemeral excrescence on the
germ cell that we term the body.

HERPES ZOSTER AND VARICELLA.

Dr. H. TaYLOR (Banbury) states that in December, 1926, he
attended a man who was suffering from a severe attack of herpes
zoster. Ten days later, when the herpes was drying up, he was
called to the patient’s wife, who was suffering from a severe
acute form of chicken-pox. Neither of the two patients had
been away from the village for several weeks previously, and
there had been no.other case of herpes or varicella in the neigh-
bourhood. Although the baby in the family had been in contact
Wiit;'h l{he father during the acute herpes eruption, it escaped
entirely. .

JUDICIAL HANGING. o

¢ Ex-COLONIAL SURGEON " writes: Early one morning a few years
ago I had to witness the execution of four coloured men in a gaol.
As it happened, the executioner was anxious to finish his work
as soon as possible in order to catclh a train, and the scaffold
held two at a time, so they were divided accordingly. When the
first pair were hanged it was my duty to determine the fact of
death. As a general rule, on auscultation the heart may be
heard beating for about ten minutes after the drop, and on this
occasion, when the sounds had ceased, there was nothing to
suggest any vital spark. The bodies were cut down after filteen
minutes and placed in an ante-chamber, when I was horrified
to hear one of the supposed corpses give a gasp and find him
making s'gu.smodic respiratory efforts, evidently a prelude to
revival, The two bodies were quickly suspended again for a
quarter of an hour longer. The executioner, who was thoroughly
experienced, had done his part without a hitch, and the drop
given was the regulation one according to individual physique.
Dislocation of the neck is the ideal aimed at, but, out of all my
post-morten findings, that has proved rather an exception, while
in the majority of instances the cause of death was strangulation
and asphyxia. One such gruesome incident secms to me enough
to condemn hanging in any civilized country. :

*.* The nature of death by judicial hanging has been discussed
at intervals during the last fifty years, and Dr. J. de Zouche

Marshall, who took much interest in the subject, wrote in our

issue of November 15th, 1913 (p. 1341), to suggest that the time

had come for further inquiry, since the recommendations of the

Aberdare Committee of 1886, with reference to the length of the

drop, were not-being followed. General opinion at present is to

the effect that with ah expert hangman, using the submental
knot, death is due to fracture dislocation of the axis vertebra
and severing of the spinal cord, as described by F'. Wood-Jones
in the Lancet in 1913. With the subaural knot death by
strangulation or fracture of the base of the skull seems to be
motre likely.

JOoHN LEYDEN. ‘

PROFESSOR FRASER HARRIS writes: At the close of your most
¥ interesting account of John Leyden, medical man and orientalist
(BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, February 12th, p. 300), you remark :
‘“ He is now almost forgotten.” This doubtless is perfectly
true, but inasmuch as his name occurs at the end of a beantiful
stanza in *“ The Lord of the Isles,’ there is less excuse than other-
wise for this neglect. Just before going out to India Leyden
visited the Iuner Hebrides, and thus Scott wrofe of—

* Scenes sung by him who sings no more,
His bright and brief career is o'er
And mute his tuneful strains ;
Quenched is his lamp of varied lore,
That loved the light of song to pour;
A distant and a deadly shore
Has Leyden’'s cold remains.”” .
‘* Liord of the Isles,” Canto IV, Stanza

VACANCIES.

NOTIFICATIONS of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,
and of vacant resident and other appointments at hospitals, will
be found at pages 40, 41, 42, 43, 45, and 47 of our advertisement
columns, and advertisements as to partnerships, assistantships,

and locumtenencies at pages 44 and 45. . .
A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertisement

columns appears in the Supplement at page 63.
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DEL |C IOUs INCREASED RESTLESSNESS RESULTING

. FROM INDIGESTION OF CAFFEIN
HADG. -
COFFEE —27% DECAFFEINIZED

AFFEIN is never prescribed for neurasthenia, hysterical, Pri I
insomnious or psychopathic patients. It is too well rice per large
known how this drug shortens reaction time, excites the “Household Size”

el wch of the il conh and simlas b i | i, i the Bean
P ) or Ground, 3|2.

Thiy is why coffee is forbidden is such cases. But it is not

necessary to make this usually vain attempt to change the
habits of coffee drinkers. Instead of saying “Stop coffee”
simply say «Drink H.A.G. Coffee,” H.A.G. Coffee causes
-practically no. increase in nervous stimulation, as the illus-
tration above indicates.

NOT A SUBSTITUTE

H.A.G. COFFEE, although 977, decaffeinized; is not a substitute
It is blend of the choicest Central American and South American
_coffee berries, combined in just the right proportion to give. that
tasty fragrance and flavour found only in coftees of the highest grade ,
. Its taste is not impaired in. the slightest because the caffein is 2
“extracted from the raw beans—before they are roasted. '\\mvwrm
H.A G. Coffee is the same coffee as the coffee known on the Contineat ,y#‘
as “Kaffee HAG " and in America as “ SANKA COFFEE.” It is o
.very highly recommended by the Medical Profession abroad and : 2
B;actically no other coffee is ‘consumed in such health resorts as

d Nauheinr, Carlsbad, etc., étc.

A free sample, together with an interesting booklet,

“ Contra Indications of Caffein’’ by Professor Dr.

Mendelsobn, Berlin, s supplied to the Medwal
Profession upon application, o

H.A.G. COFFEE CO. LTD.
40, Theobalds Rd., London, W.C.1.

Phone:  Museam 0304, g
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AGITAN e

(URIC ACID

An eminent Physician writes: = | , ] o 1925

“T have run through the whole gamut of B.P. remedies,

and I have tried, I think, all the proprietary uric acid

- solvents of the ‘present day, but after many years’ experi-

_ence, I HAVE. COME TO RELY ON AGOTAN AS
THE. MOST 'I,‘B\,FJSTWORTHY PREPARATION,”

y

1924

POWﬁER, 1-o0z. bottles{
TABLE“TS, 25's & 50's.
OINTMENT, " Tubes.

© 1923
o 1922
Free samples to any qualified doctor.

A

»

‘These columns show the remarkable
grpw?h in the sales of the Tablets. -

Manufactured by

HOWARDS & SONS, Ltd. (*"gs"=) liford, LONDON
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