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The Therapeut1c value of BRANDYe .

_its lifting and sustaining powers—as compared with other spirits
depends on the presence or absence of the higher Alcohols or Ethers.

These in turn déepend on Grape, Soil, Stills employed, Clxmate,‘
- Storage, Selection and Experience.

It is quite easy to make a spirit from grape wine—It is netthet easy-nor
cheap to make a Brandy containing the qualities you want.

Cognac Brandy alone provides them.

Take no risks; DU
ensure the results you expect ¥

Prescribe Brandy distilled in Pot Stills from Wines grown in the best
Cognac districts; Matured in warehouses which have been filled with

~ Cognac Brandy for centuries; Made by Men with the inherited
. Expenence of. Seven Generatxons. o

In short—-Prescnbe

' MARTELL’S BRANDY |

and know that you are doing the best. pessible foryour patients. - - | ..
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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS.

(l:u:u. Joummar

Ketters, Notes, and Ansfvers,

All communications in regard to editorial business should be
addressed to The EDITOR, British Medical Journal, British
Medical A siation H , Tavistock Square, W.C.1.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for pubiicalion
are understood to be offered to the British Mcdical Journal
alone unless the contrary be stated. Cortespondents who wish
notice to be taken of their communications should authenticate
them with their names, not necessarily for publication,

Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the
British Medicul Journal must communicate with the Financial
Secretary and Business Manager, British Medical Association

- House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs.

All communications with reference to ADVERTISEMENTS, as well
as orders for copies of the Journal, should be addressed to the
Financial Secretary and Business Manager.

The TELEPHONE NUMBERS of the British Medical Association
and the British Medical Journal are MUSEUM 9361, 9562, 9863,
and 986} (internal exchange, four lines).

The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are :

EDITOR of the British Mcdicul Journal, Aitiology Wcstcent,

London,
FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER
(Advertisements, etc.), Articulate Westcent, London.
MEDICAL SECRETARY, Mcdiseera Westcent, London.

The address of the Irish Office of the British Medical Associalion
is 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin (telegrams: Bucillus,
Dublin; telephone: 62550 Dublin), and of the Scollish Office,
7, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams: dssociate,
Edinburgh ; telephone 24361 Edinburgh).

QUERIES AND ANSWERS,

DRy SKIN

Dr. E. C. MuDIE (Glasgow; writes: Inreply to ““H, M. C.”” (Decem-
ber 15th, 1928, p. 1120) may I suggest that, in addition to the
administration of thyroid extract (or a mixed gland preparation),
he should prescribe general tonic treatment, together with local
erythema doses of the quartz mercury vapour lamp? Inmy own
practice the Jesionek, with the quadrilateral reflector, is used
for the body bath at three to five feet, while the Kromayer is
most useful for the localizing of treatment in which a third
degree erythema should be produced. I generally give treat-
ment thrice weekly at first, gradually diminishing the frequency
to one a week.

PTYALISM IN PARALYSIS AGITANS,

Dr. E. J. JENKINS (Hunstanton) writes: I should be grateful if any
of your readers could suggest a way of relieving excessive saliva-
tion in a man of 60, who is suffering from paralysis agitans,
The saliva rous down his chin continuously, and is a source of
much irritation. It is possible that some kind of pastille, sucked
in between his meuals, might relieve this annoyance, but I should
like to hear first if anyoue else has successfuliy treated this local
oom}itiou without interfering with the normal flow required for
meals.

TREATMENT OF MEMBRANOUS COLITIS.

De. G. Wirrkrr (Keynsham) writes: In auswer to ‘‘Country
Doctor’s ” gnery as to the treatment of membranous cclitis
(December 29th, 1928, p. 1202), may I quote my experience of
& s.nilar case. I was reading up its literature and was much
struck by this sentence—* When in doubt use your microscope,
and make certain you are not dealing with & dyseutery.” 1 took
the hint, and, finding the Amoeba hystolytica, was fortunate

. eunough to briny about a rapid recovery by using emetine hypo-
dermically, followed by a short course of pills (salol covered) of
emetine-bismuth-iodide 3 grains daily for twelve days,

MuscULAR CRAMPS IN ARTHRITIS.
¢ ALPHA " writes: A married woman, aged 76, who is a victim of
arthritis, is much troubled by muscular cramps at night. She
was quite free during an attack of lobar pneumonia and for some
weeks after. Can anyone suggest a remedy, or report the results
given by lumiual in such a case?

INCOME TAX.
Appointment and Locumtenent Expenses.

“P. L.” holds a public appointment on condition that absence
from any cause other than her own illuess or the statutory
holidays shall be provided for by the engagement of a locum-

" tehent at our correspondent’s own expeunse. The inspector ol
laxes objects to the deduction of such expeuses incurred during

- the serious illness of * P, L.’s ” father.

*4* ‘The inspector appears to be teclmically correct. Tire
expenses which can be deducted ave those incurred wholly,

- exclusively, and necessarily in the performance of the duties of
the office. The expenses in question were undeniably incurred
in order that for the period concerned ** P. L.” might Le (ree
from the performance of her dulies. The alternative contention

“is that the countract between “ P, L' and the local authority
was for the performance of certain work by herself or auother,
and that as it is open to her to do the work or £nd a substitute
at her own option the expeuse incurred by the latter method is
properly allowable. We fear, however, that the former view is

sounder. With regard to the subscriptions paid, the awouuts
can be deducted as expeuses, provided that membership of the
societies or associations. concerued is a condition of employment
under the agreement with the local authority.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETG,

MIRROR-WRITING.

Dr. A. A, E. NEWTH (Attenborough) writes: Referring to the
subject of mirrov-writing, your readers may be interested to
know that a year or two ago I met an officer in the Royal
Engineers who possessed the following accomplishments. With
his right hand he wrote ordinnty charvacteristic script; with his
left haud he produced, e%ua!)y easily, mirror-writing, which,
on examinution before a looking-glass, was found to resemb'le
closely the forward writing of the right:hand, so that one would
bave no hesitation in saying that the two were written by the
‘same person. Writing backwards with the right haund, or
forward with the left, was as laborious to him as it would be to
a normal individual. He could read the mirror-writing of his
left hand no more easily than & normal pérson, and so found
‘difficulty in correcting what he had written, although he could
feel in an instant when he made an obvious mistake. In

- sketching the human face he was accustomed to dvaw- with his
right hand when the subject was looking to. the left, aund with
his left hand when hLe or she was looking to the right. He was
right-handed in some games, left-handed in others. He had
discovered his faculty for mirror-writing when, as a small boy,
he had injured his right wrist, and so had to write temporarily
with hig left hand. " He developed his newly discovered accom-
plishment in order to amuse his fellows. Later in life, baving

. to sit for an examination, he had the misfortune to iujure his
right hand again, aud he obtained permission to write Lis papers
with his left hand—mirvor-writing.

De. Eva McCGaLL (Loudon, W.1) writes:- Two cases of mirror-
writing recently came under my notice in the infant department
of a large L.C.C. elementary school. T'he children were between
the ages of 5 and 6, and neither showed any evideuce of mental
deficiency. One case was obstinate, and all efforts on the part
of the teacher to correct the mirror-writing (which was typicul
and extended to numerals) were in vaiu.  The child, however,
suffered from defective vision and squint. As soon as the
parents could be prevailed upon to have this defect treated by
suitable glasses she at once began to write normally, and has
continued to do so since. The other case was oue of a single
aberration, due to excitement; neither before nor since bas she
written in this way. .

EXAMINATION VAGOTONIA.

Dg. C. FRASKER BROCKINGTUN (Leicester), in the course of a letter
dealing with the mental paralysis which assails some cand -
dates during the oral exmwminatiou, writes: Vagotonia may not
be the sole cause, but it is the cause of the worst degrees of
“ viva palsy.” Such vagotonics normally exhibit sinus archyth-
mia, have a pulse of 60, and in times of mental stress they swent
abnormally, experience inertia, and suffer from looseness of the
bowel. There is a long latent period- between tlie acception of
the sensory stimulus and the resultaut motor nctivity. As a
result these candidates appear dull and stupid. Wheu they ave
questioned they are seized with panic and feel they must answet
something, even if it be the firat available thought. Ouly too
often they answer incorrectly. Perhaps these neurotics would
be helped immensely by the knowledge that exaniiners were
aware of their condition, )

‘ PHLEBITIS,

MR. A. P. BERTWISTLE, F.R.C.8.Ed. (Harrow), writes: I am much
interested in the letter of ‘ M.D.” on December 15th, 1928
(p. 1112); & well-recorded personal case, as Paget showed so
admirably, is of infinite value, His phlebitis bears many points
in common to oune I reported in the British Journal of Surgery,
1928 (p. 275). If, as appears not improbable, the lymphatics
become iulected, there is a grave danger of elephantiasis de-
veloping. 1 should like to know whether he has had his teeth
a-rayed. If he has avy dead oues I should recommend their
extraction, as a radiogram may, at times, fail to reveal infection.
I do not think that any staphylococcal vaccine or serum is of
service in these cases, though antistreptococcal serum is of
definite value for this and many other conditiouns.

A WARNING.

A CORRESPONDENT informs us that a person representing himself
to be Dr. E. S. Dufty, of Oldbury Road, Smethwick, Birmingham
(who died on September 11th, 1928), called upon a medical
practitioner in London recently and obtained the loan of g sum
of money, alter stating that lie had left his pocket-book nt home.
1t is also stated that this person has been ordering goods at
various London shops in the name of the late Dr. Dufty. We
understand that the matter has been reported to the police, but
medical practitioners will do well to Le on their guard against
persons who approach them in this manner, ’

VACANCIES,

NoOTIFICATIONS of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,
and of vacant resident and other appointments at hospitals, will
be found at pages 49, 50, 51, 52,53,56, 57, and 58 of ouradvertisement

- columns, and advertisements as to partnerships, assistantships,
and locomtenencies at pages 54 and 55.

A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertisement
columns appears in the Siipplement at page 7.
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AN IMPORTANT “CIBA”. BRAND SPEC-IA-LITY'

ATOQUINOL

(allyl ester of p/zenylcznc/zommc acid)

‘INDICATIONS St - . PACEAGES

Gout acute ‘and chronic, rheumatxc Atoquinol Tablets, 4 gr. (Tubes of 20 and

bottles of 100 and 500)..
affections, uric acid diathesis, arthrms,
migraine, sciatica, lumbago, etc. N Atoquinol Ointment, 20 per cent. for local

application (Tubes of 30 grm.).

Atoquinol possesses many advantages over, phenylcmchommc a01d the chlef being its low
melting pomt—36°C in comparison with 212°C. for the acid. It has no known incompatibles,
and acts in comparatively small (doses as a most active uric acid ehmmant. .

* ‘.. . o "

The following tables are extracted from an article publ1shed in the Sc/zwezzerzsc/ze Medz-
zinische Woc/zensc/zrzt’t by Drs. Uhlmann and Burow:

MEAT ‘Dier (W]TH PURINS)

In 24 hours “Without’ Atoguinol Phenylcinchio-

Treatment _ ninic Acid
Urine 3990 c.c. 3345 c.c. 3450 c.c.
Uric Acid | 2.03grm. | 3.01 grm. 2.63 grm.

VEGETARIAN DIET (WITHOUT PURINS)

‘ In24hours | Txiatp:x‘e‘::t Atoquinol Pl;?:is;kigfgo-
Urine - 3550 ¢.c. 3515 c.c. 3515 c.c.
Uric Acid 0.91grm. 2.20 grm. 1.28 grm.
COMPARATIVE . TESTS _
. ; . Phenylcin [ o f
. Atoquinol | Atoquinol Pi
| Daily | Atpaipe! | Atoainely |enoniaie seic| Pipsraioe
. Uric Acid -
‘Elimination [11.92 grm. 10.08 grm. [10.92 grm. |7.68 grm.

It will bouafn-thnhnhllutht&hﬂydmmhudnmaudu

ter when Atoquinol is used than with the acid. Also
e el il T tocdthat tn cxncens dmltstoatio of loqumat b
means of the ointmentismost effective in cansing anactive elimination of uric acid

e e

In an article in Zke Lancet, May -12th, 1928, on ‘‘ The Treatment of Toxic Peri-Arthr’ tis,”
‘the author refers partlcularly to the value of Atoqumol in fairly large doses (six tablets
per diem) for a long period in such cases. It was given in periods of three days on and
three days off with large draughts of water. The author states that in the course of four.
years in 87 cases treated he has never seen Atoquinol give rise to any untoward symptoms.!

o R

_In the British Medical Journal, January 7th, 1928, a correspondent states that he has never
- found any trouble or discomfort to occur after the taking of allyl ester of phenylcinchoninic acid.:

SAMPLES 'AND LITERATURE TO PHYSICIANS ON REQUEST.

'

Pharmaceu tical Department,

40, SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON, S.E.1.

Telephones HOP 6954, 6955, Telegrams: CIBADYES, BOROH, LONDON.

|
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have found it.

AGAROL Brand Com-
pound, the otiginal Mineral
Oll—Agar-Agar Emulsion,
has these special advan-
tages:

Perfect emulsification
stability ; pleasant taste . :
without artificial =}
flavouring. L (

I

You Can Trust
Your Own Judgment

BSERVE the character and composition of
Agarol Brand Compound, consider the pur-
pose and proportions of each of its constituents ;
try it in some case of chronic constipation
that has failed to respond to other lines of treat-

The remarkable Welcome Agarol Brand Compound
has received from physicians the country over, and
the extent to which it has superseded ordinary
laxative measutes, tells in no uncertain way what
their judgment has been — how trustworthy they

Freedom from sugar, al-

kalies and alcohol; no

contra-indications ; no oil -

leiE’a'g_e’.’

No griping or pain; no
nausea or gastric distur-

. bances; not habit forming.

A GENEROiJS TRIAL QUANTITY FREE UPON REQUEST

Francis. Newbery & Sons, Ltd., 31-33, Banner Street, London, E.C.1

Prepared by WILLIAM R, WARNER & CO. INC. Mamufacturing Pharmacisis Since 1856.
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