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Account for Less than a Year.

“A, C.” explains that A angd B were in partuership, and made up
their accounts to April 30th in each year, B died in December,
1928, and C joined as o new partuer with A as from January 1st,
1929. The new partuership is to be treated asn * continuing”

ractice. Il no change in proprietorship had taken place the
iability for 1929-30 would have been determined by the profits of
the year to April 20th, 1928. In fact, two aceounts were made
up in 1928—the first for the year to April 30th and the second for
the eight months to December 3lst, 1928. The assessment for
1929-30 is being fixed on the amount of tire profit for the eight
months to December 31st, 1928, plus oue-third of the profit for
the twelve months to April 30th, 1928, The bulk of the firm's
accounts are rendered in May aud November, and the amouuts
received in June aud December. Counsequently, the last eight
months of the calendar year contains the great bulk of the year’s
receipts, and the proposed bagis is unfair to the individuals
councerned. What can be done ?

*.¥ "Phe Finance Act, 1926, Section 34 (1) (b) provides that il
more accounts than one have been made up to dates within the
year preceding the year of assessment, the Commissioners of
Iuland Revenue shall decide what period of twelve months shall
be deemed to be the year for which profits are to be computed.
The meaning is clear, and no right of appeal is given. Conse-
g}l'ently, the decision to adopt the year to December 31stas the
.basis of computation must hold. good—it ig, in any cabe, the
.nearest appronch possible to the year to April 5th, 1929that

. is, the financial year preceding the year of assessment, and
prima facie the year to December 31st'will be adopted in future.

7 It vemaiuns, however, to ascertain the true profit of that ‘year,
and the root difficulty—aund the point at which the nufairness
enters into “ A. C.’s ” case—is the application of the cash basis.
If each of the two periods iu question were computed on the
basis of the bookings, less an allowauce {or probable bad debts,
the trouble would be avoided. Unless C has bought a share in
the former firm’s debts, it seems probable that it will be neces-
sary to discard the cash basis for the 1929 aud future acoounts;
. ifs0,and provided that the present-hardship is a substantial one,
perhaps the best way out of the difficulty is for the accounts to
April 30th, 1928, and December 3lst, 1928, to be restated on the
“ bookings " basis. Of course, neither B's executors nov A will
be liable in addition to accouunt for tax on cash collected for
bookings prior to May 1st, 1927,

Car Transactions,

«E. G. S." bought a 10.9 h.p. car in 1926 for £215, and sold it in
1929 for £50, buying a 7.8 h.p. car for £154, lle has not claimed
deprecintion. ) : o

*,* The ouly claim he can make is to treat the actual
out-of-pociket expense of replucement as a prolessional charge
against the gross income ol the year in which the exchauge was
effected—that is, to deduct £154—£50-=£1C4, as an expense
incurrved in March, 1929. As the car is used 75 per ceut. for
professional and 25 per cent. for private purposes, the net
deduction to be made will be £78. It would have been better
for « K. G. 8.” if he had claimed depreciation.

“J, G, C.” bought & car in February, 1925, for £180 and sold it in
1928 for £33, buying another car for £:60. lle was allowed a
deduction for income tax purposes of £180—£35=£145. lle has
now bLought a car for £29I, veceiviug £125 for. the older one.
What is he entitled to deduct? No cluim for “deprecintion ”
‘has been made, )

*,* The amount of the renewal cost is £260—£125=£135, and
only that suii can be deducteld as an expeuse for tax purposes.
The excess of the cost of the new car over the oviginal cost of the
car displaced (£299—£260=4£39) represeuts improvement of the
equipment, aud is disailowed as capital ‘expenditure. Deprecia-
tion and renewal expenditure caunot be claimed for the same
year. If this year no renewal takes place we advise “J. G. C.” to
claim deprecintion then; he will receive a part of the total
allowance sooner than by waiting to claim reuewals, and an
obsolescence claim can be made simultaneously ‘with deprecia-
tion, provided that the amount of depreciation allowed is
delucted in calculating the obsolesceuce.

“D, A. L.” inquires “ whether depreciation can be included as
a professional expense and at what rate,” also “ what constitutes
professional runuing expeunses.”

, *+* The depreciation allowance is not strictly a professional
expense, but is an additional deduction from the gross amount
of the assessment to arrive at the amount on which tax is pay-
able. Now that profits ave no longer computed on a three years’
averaye basis, however, the distinction is not of great importance,
The ususl rate of depreciation givén appears to be 15 per cent.,
thongh 20 pet cent: is sometimes allowed, perhaps where the
“ weat and téar "—which dlone is the statutory réason for the
allownnce—is unasually heavy. Replacement expéiise cannot be

claimed as a deduction in computing liability for a year for
which & depreciation sallowance -is claimed., Seeing that
“D. A. L.” replaced his car last year, we suggest that he
should claim that cost as a professional expense in calculating
his profits for 1929, and defer hig depreciation claims until 1931-32
and future years.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

TRAUMATIC PROPTOSIS IN' A PEKINGESE DoG.

SURGEON REAR-ADMIRAL C. M. BrApNeLL, R.N.(ret.), writes:
On April 10th my two dogs, & Pekingese and an Airedale, ha«l
adifference of opinion, and before we could intervene the smaller
dog had managed to get most of his head iuside the mouth of the
lavger one. Yhen we had separated them the Pekiungese stood
with his hend to the ground, clawing frantically at his face aund
squealing loudly. Tt was then discovered that the right eye had
completely ﬁ)roptosed and lay baiging at the top ol the cheek.
My wife held the deg's-head while I, with a clean handkerchief
rinsed out in (resh milk, seized the eyebalt aud applied a'sudden,
firm, equable, backward pressure over the socket. I felt tire
eyeball return into the orbit with a distinct jerk, cansed probably
by the superadded atmospheric pressure. The little patient
protested vociferously, but the moment the. eyeball was in gitu
he ceased crying out. For the rest of the afternoon he whs
somewhat depressed, but he ate a good diuner. For three days
there was pevceptible exophthalmos, due presumably to post-
ocular extravasation, with conjuunctival injection aud an outward
squint. Duriug this period vision was also impaired on' the
injured side, for the dog cocked his head in looking at objects,
so as to bring the sound eye into action. The ouly treatment
was daily syringing withr weak argyrol. Six days after the
accident the eye was perfectly normal,

THE CERVIX DURING COITUS.

DRr. C. P. BLACKER, honorary medical seovetary, Birth Coutrol
Investigation Committee, writes: 'he observation by Dr. Jay
recorded in the Journal of August 10th, 1929 (p. 284), is so impor-

* tant that I would ask the following question : Is it quite certain
that the portion of the sheath which "had been torn aivay was
fixed in the cervical canal and not in the upper portion of the
vagina ? The muscles of the pelvic floor form asphincter round
the vagina, and it.is the_gpasmodic contraction of these muscles
that is respousible for vaginismus, In the event of the orgasinm

-of the maun, having preceded that of the woman, and of a spasm
of these muscles having followed, the attempt to remave the
sheath by the ordinary procesg of traction would result in the
gemen being caught up in ‘a4 tight ball at the distal end of the
sheath, which would be effectively locked in the upper portion ol
the vagina. It is not obvious how the muscular conformation
of the utemus would allow of spountaneous cervical dilatution.
The forced dilatation of the cervix, in response to the pressuve of
a loreign body in the cavity of the uterus, falls in a quite differens
category “from the spontaneous dilatation of a sphincter muscle
that is devoid of muscalar attachments to surrounding bones
(such as occtirs in relation to the orbicularis oris). '

. BRITISH-MADE INSTREMENTS. o

SIR JoHN CORCORAN, director ef the National Union of Manalac-
turers, writes: May I ask for the hospitality of your columns to
emphasize how desirable it is that our. large veluntary hospitals
should be equipped with British instruments? = Although it may
be takeun for granted that the members of our hospital com-
mittees and the subscribers to hospital funds are patriotic men
who appreciate the dire need of our hoine industries in the
present conditions-of unemployment, it is a lamentable fuct that
foreign surgical and electro-medical instruments, etc., ave: still
to be found in many of our institutions. It is safe to say thatin
the majority of these cases the responsible authorities have no
knowledge of the facts, as in too, many instances in which foreign
appliances are [actored by British firms some pains are needed
to elucidate the position. I trust, however, that once this matter
has been ventilated our hospital committees will ask the firms
who quote prices for their equipment to give full particulars in
their tenders of the factories in which the work will be carried
out, so that they can satisfy themselves that the goods they
purchase are not only sold by British firms but save indisputably
manufactured in this country, The leading British mauufac-
turers can be trusted to produce-the very best instruments, so
that in the long run this should not involve any extra cost, and
even if in some cases additional money has to be provided at the
outset, the purchasers will have the satisfaction of knowing that
by their patriotic action they are helping the classes on whom
they depend for thé maintenance of the institutions they
administer so Talthfully.

. VACANCIES,

NOTIFICATIONS of officeg vacant in universities, medieal colleges,
and of vacant resident and other a%poi,ntments at hospitalg,
will be found at pages 50, 51, 52, b3, 56, 57, aud 58 of our
advertisement columns, and advertisethents as to partnerships,
assistantshijss, and locaihtenerciés at pafés'sd atid 65.°

A short summary of vacant posts notified in tke advertisement
columns appedrs inl the Supplenént &b page 207.



