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Income Tax
Allowable E.xpenses

#G. C. M. asks for a statement of the ‘expenses which a

general practitioner can claim, and of the proportion allow-
able in each case, and also as to the basis of liability in
a new practice.

** It is perhaps simplest to consider expenses as falling
under one of three heads—entirely "professional, almost
entirely professional, and general. The first is, of course,
simple, and includes drugs, medical stores, upkeep of
instruments, medical subscriptions, and so on. It should,
however, be remembered that it is the ordinary annual
expenditure which is allowable ; the cost of setting up
a dispensary or acquiring or adding to a set of instruments
is capital outlay, and not deductible. Where almost the
whole cost is incurred for professional purposes, the usual
method of dealing with such expenses is to charge the
whole amount less a sum which represents_the personal ad-
vantage—this covers such expenses as car (running costs and
depréciation), telephone, and chauffeur’s wages and board.
No general guide can be given as to the amount to be
treated as ‘‘ personal ''—circumstances differ so widely.

“With regard to the general house expenses—rent and rates,

gas, coal,” etc.—probably the most common ratio in pro-
vincial practices is one-half, but here again a good deal
depends on circumstances—for example, if a specially high

“rent is being paid for a specially desirable site for profes-

sional reasons, one-half may not be adequate, and, on the
other hand, if it does not include a garage, it may be
excessive, ' As regards domestic servants, it is apparently
fairly common to allow the cost of one where two or more
are kept, the cost, of course, to include food, laundry, etc.
On the ‘' general’’ expenses question it is sometimes
helpful to look at the reverse position—that is, to inspect
the balanece of such expenses after the professional propor-
tion has been deducted, and see whether that is reasonable,
having regard to what the practitioner and his family get

first and to local conditions generally. With regard to the

basis, the position is as follows: for the first year, the
earnings of that year; for the second year, the -earmings
of the first year, unless the second year’s earnings are less,

-in which case. the taxpayer can claim a revision of the

assessment to the profits of the second year ; for the third
and subsequent year, the earnings of the previous year.
The cash basis will not be accepted for the calculation of
the earnings of the first two years of a new practice.

Private use of Car
R. B.” has for some years treated one-tenth of the cost of
running. his car as representing private use. He has ex-
pended £150 in replacing his car, and the inspector claims
that one-tenth of that sum should similarly be ignored in
computing his professional expenses. !

** There seems to be no valid legal difference between

. running costs and replacement expenses in this connexion.

If in fact the car has been used one-tenth for private and
nine-tenths for professional purposes, then one-tenth of the
£150 represents costs incurred through private use, and is
not deductible for income tax purposes.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

Ulceratjve Colitis

Dr. T. GeraLD GaRRY (Moutecatini, Italy) writes: Dr. Hurst,

in his very interesting paper in the Journal of April 25th,
suggests that bacillary dysentery and ulcerative colitis are
identical ; in other words, that the colitis is a sequela of
the dysenteric condition. I venture to say that few with
experience of these affections in tropical or semi-tropical
countries will agree with this view. In Egypt, where
bacillary dysentery is prevalent, ulcerative colitis is com-
paratively rare, and I can recall but one instance among
hundreds where the condition became chronic and ended
in ulcerative colitis. On the other hand, among Americans
colitis* is extremely common—indeed, at one time it
threatened to become a fashionable malady—until attention
was focused on the unfortunate gall-bladder. Among
Americans colitis is certaihly not due to the B. d}/senteriae,
but rather. to. the inordinate use of ‘‘ canned ”’ food to
the exclusion of fresh food—fruit and vegetables especially,

Bacillary dysentery is very amenable to energetic treat-
ment ; Glauber’s salts, etc., will be found more effective

-+ than serums or vaccines, while in chronic colitis, which

is prevalent at spas, it is found that a cure is frequently
effected without the use of crude mechanical devices for
diagnosis or treatment. The bile is the natural intestinal
disinfectant, hence the efficacy of certain natural mineral
waters with a specific action on the liver.

Pregnancy with Intact Hymen

Dr. G. M. HobGks (Deddington, Oxon.) writes: Dr. Sefton’s
letter in the Journal of May 2nd (p. 780) interested me,
as I saw a similar case some years ago. An unmarried
woman, aged 23, consulted me in March on account of
four months’ amenorrhoea and was found to be pregnant.
She denied coitus, and was at her own request examined.
The hymen was found to. be quite intact, with a central
opening that admitted nothing larger than a lead pencil.
The hymen was not unduly elastic or sensitive. On ques-
tioning, it appeared that her ‘‘ young man '’ had emitted
semen on or between the vulvae on several occasions
without any attempt at penetration. Coitus after marriage
was quite painless, and when seen before delivery in the
August the hymen presented the usual latero-posterior tear.

Dr. Marie C. StoPEs writes: In his note under the above
title (May 2nd, p. 780) Dr. J. Sefton draws deductions
from his statement ‘‘ the sperm is said to die within a
few hours of deposition in the vagina (unless it enters the
cervix).” Such deductions are not necessarily correct, for
sperms have been found alive in the vagina as long as
seventeen days after their deposition ; much will depend
on the degree of normal acidity in the vaginal secretions
of the individual woman, a point of great personal varia-
bility.  Facts and discussions on these very interesting
points are to be found in my book Contraception, Its
Theory, History, and Practice, Chapter VI.

Clinical Thermometers

Messrs. G. H. Zear, L1D. (London), write: Our attention has
been called to Dr. Robertson's letter (Journal, May 9th,
p- 830) and the statements made therein, and we are writing
to point out that the method of testing the fourteen clinical
thermometers adopted by Dr. Robertson could not possibly
give satisfactory results.” ‘Tt is a well-known fact that water
In a vessel varies considerably in temperature in various
parts of the vessel unless the following conditions exist:
(1) a suitably constructed vessel ; (2) effective heating—pre-
ferably electrical ; (3) an efficient stirring apparatus.
Without these three factors the temperature of the water
varies appreciably in "different parts of the vessel. It is
also necessary to keep the mercury bulbs of the thermo-
meters well apart in order to allow an effective flow of water
between each instrument, and unless special apparatus is
available, such as is used by the National Physical Labora-
tory and by the leading manufacturers, no. degree of accuracy
or uniformity of reading can be guaranteed.

Visit of Scientists to Russia

We are asked to say that arrangements have been made for
a second party of scientists to visit Soviet Russia this
summer. It will leave London Bridge for Leningrad on
August 8th, returning to London in time for the British
Association Meeting. The return fare is £18 inclusive, and
the latest date for receiving applications is June 15th.
Applications and inquiries should be addressed to the
‘secretary, Society for Cultural Relations, 1, Montague Street,
London, W.C.1. .

. Medical Golf

The annual golf competition for members of the West Suffolk
Division of the British Medical Association was held at
Worlington on May 14th. The following took part: Drs.
F. R. Barwell, B. E. A. Batt, J. D. Batt, W. F. Bennett,

. W. E. Cory, E. C. T. Clouston, O. G. Clouston,
G. Garratt, E. C. Hardwicke, D. J. P. O’Meara, C. Tylor,
A. L. Ritchie, and Colonel A. D. Waring. Dr. J. D. Batt
and Dr. A. L. Ritchie tied for first, one down to bogey.
They will play another match.

Vacancies

Notifications of offices vacant in universities, medical
colleges, and of vacant resident and other appointments
at hospitals, will be found at pages 43, 44, 45, 46, 47,
48, 49, and 52 of our advertisement columns, and advertise-
ments as to partnerships, assistantships, and locumtenencies

at pages 50 and 51.
A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertise-
ment columns appears in the Supplement at page 207, '



