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FOTHERGILL TESTIMONIAL FUND

FIFTH LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS

It has been decided that this Fund shall be closed by the
end of May, and it is hoped, therefore, that any intending
subscribers will forward before that date their contribution
to the Treasurer, Fothergill Testimonial Fund, British
Medical Association, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square,
London, W.C.1.
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PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS

THE ASSEMBLY IN PARIS

The general assembly of the International Association
for Prevention of Blindness and of the International
Organization of the Campaign against Trachoma will be
held at 3 p.m. on Monday, May 11th, in the Grand
Amphitheatre of the Centre Marcelin Berthelot, 28 bis,
Rue St. Dominique, Paris. The chairman, Professor de
Lapersonne, will report on the activities of the Inter-
national Association during the past year, and reports on
the question chosen at the meeting in London: ‘‘ Infec-
tious Conjunctivitis among Children under 10 Years of
Age,”’ will be presented and discussed. Professor F. Terrien
will report on the classification of conjunctivitis, Mr.
Rowland P. Wilson on the various forms of conjunctivitis
in Egypt and the Near East ; Dr. MacCallan, president of
the International Organization of the Campaign against
Trachoma, on the relationship between conjunctivitis and
trachoma ; and Mr. Bishop Harman, Member of Honour
of the International Association for Prevention of Blind-
ness, on the prevention of conjunctivitis in children
and the social and administrative measures to be
recommended. )

Persons who wish to take part in the discussion of
these subjects after the opening reports have been pre-
sented should send in their names to the Secretariat of
the International Association for Prevention of Blindness,
66, Boulevard Saint Michel, Paris, together with the title
and a brief summary of their communication. Oral com-
munications must not exceed ten minutes. The printed
reports will be distributed to members of the Association
and forwarded on request.

England and Wales

The Municipal Hospital Service of London

In putting forward the estimates of expenditure on hos-
pitals and medical services by the London County Council
the committee concerned states that it has numerous
schemes in mind as being of first importance in making
the municipal hospital service of London what it should be.
These comprise, at a number of general hospitals, new
receiving wards and out-patient departments, new ward
blocks, including more and better maternity accommoda-
tion, operatlng theatres, samitary annexes, al};o the adapta-
tion of institution accommodation to make it suitable for
the reception of sick persons, and the provision and ex-
tension of nurses’ homes and central kitchens ; and at
special hospitals, isolation blocks, additional accommoda-
tion for patients and nursing staff, and various reconstruc-
tion and improvement schemes. The capital expenditure
will be considerable, but as time will be taken in the
provision of plans and in the issue and acceptance of
tenders only a small proportion of it will fall in the
financial year 1936-7. A sum of £150,000 has been
budgeted for this purpose. The important schemes of ex-
tension and development undertaken during the last two
years include a new ward block and nurses’ home and
the adaptation of institution blocks at Hammersmith
Hospital, a new ward block and extension of nurses’ home
at Paddington Hospital, an extensive reconstruction
scheme at North-Eastern Hospital, the _enlargement  of
Heatherwood Hospital, and the conversion of Princess
Mary’s Hospital, Margate, into a convalescent home for
women, as well as various other schemes for increasing
and improving accommodation, providing additional
facilities for treatment, reconditioning ward blocks in
institutions, and providing new nurses’ homes and
extensions.

Dr. Adler’s Lectures on, Individual Psychology

Under the auspices of the Medical Society of Individual
Psychology Dr. Alfred Adler, the founder of the School
of Individual Psychology, will give an address on Thurs-
day, May 7th, in the Great Hall, B.M.A. House, Tavistock
Square, W.C.1, at 8 p.m. Doors open at 7.30 p.m. The
subject of the address will be *‘‘ The Psychological
Approach ”’ ; it is expected that the subject-matter of
the lecture will prove of special interest to doctors in
general practice. The meeting will be cpen to all members
of the profession and their friends.  Tickets can be
obtained free of charge on application to Margaret Watson,
Ltd., 15, Palace Chambers, Bridge Street, S.W.1. Dr.
Adler will also deliver three public lectures in the Conway
Hall, Red Lion Square, on May 11th, 12th, and 13th at
8 p.m. The subjects of these lectures will be: ‘‘ The
Science of the Individual Personality ’’ ; ‘‘ The Science
of Social Psychology "’ ; and ‘‘ The Science of the Pre-
vention of Neurosis and Crime.”” The chairman on these
occasions will be Sir Walter Langdon-Brown, Dr. H. C.
Squires, and Dr. W. Norwood East. The price of tickets
for these public lectures is 2s. 6d., obtainable from Alfred
Hays Ltd., 62, Strand, W.C.2.

Memorial to Dr. Griffith Evans

Steps are being taken by the authorities of the Univer-
sity College of North Wales, Bangor, to raise a worthy
memorial to the late Dr. Griffith Evans, who was the
first lecturer in veterinary hygiene in that institution.
Dr. Grifith Evans died last December, four months after
reaching his hundredth year. He was regarded as the
father of the veterinary profession, and his pioneer work,
the value of which was not fully recognized until long
after his discoveries had been made, is now well known
to members of both the veterinary and the medical pro-
fessions. Some years ago the value of the work of Dr.
Evans to human medicine was recognized by the grant
of the Mary Kingsley medal, and on the occasion of his
centenary last August congratulatory messages were re-
ceived from medical institutions and medical men all over
the world. The form which the memorial is to take is
that of a new wing to the veterinary department of the
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Income Tax
Allowance for Car
‘“ QUEx '’ bought a car on August 31st, 1931, for £140, and
sold it on November 7th, 1935, for £40, buying a new car

for £139. He was allowed £12 depreciation as for the
financial year 1935-6. What should he claim?

** (1) Obsolescence allowance for the old car to the
amount of £140 — (£40 4 £12 =) £52—that is, £88—that
sum being treated as a professional expense of the year
1935. (2) Depreciation allowance for 1936-7 to the amount
of £139 at 22 per cent. = £31.

Share in Partnership
SANCTIONS *’ entered into partnership with A. and B. on
January 1st, 1935. Income tax returns have been made on
the basis of the year to December 31st. The payments which
should have been made to him from the firm’s banking
account are in arrears owing, he believes, to excessive
drawings by the other partners.

** The partnership return is signed by the precedent
acting partner only, and the amount is based on the firm’s
receipts and independent of the sums drawn by the various
partners. Each partner, of course, signs the declaration
of his total income, including his share of the firm’s assess-
ment. With regard to the possibility that C. might take
some action wis-d-vis the banking account, we advise him
to consult a solicitor before doing so. In the absence of a
stamped agreement as to the precise terms of partnership
the matter is obviously one of some difficulty.

Return to United Kingdom
L. C. N.”” holds a colonial appointment, his salary being
paid locally and then transferred to an English bank. He
expects to come to England to settle in practice in the
autumn. What would be the basis of his liability in that
event? (It is assumed that he is not maintaining a
residence in the United Kingdom while serving abroad.)

*> In the circumstances ‘L. C. N.” will become an
English resident as for the financial year 1936-7, and will
be liable for tax on (a) such of the colonial earnings as
may be paid to him here, and (b) the amount of his
earnings from coming to this country up to April 5th,
1937. No assessment would be made on him until after
that date, so tax would not be collectable until the summer
of 1937.
might have to account in, say, February, 1937, for a
moiety of the tax assessed on the practice and applicable
to his share for the period to April 5th, 1937, of the
partnership assessment.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

Physical Culture

Dr. Munco Doucras (Bolton) writes: It is remarkable that
the lengthy regort of the Committee on Physical Education
and its appendix containing the history of physical educa-
tion makes no mention of the most comprehensive and
most scientifically conceived method of education which
embraces within its processes true physiological physical
education. I refer to the method of F. Matthias Alexander
of London. Starting from his still little-realized discovery
that human sensory appreciation is defective, Alexander
realized that these degenerations, which have been the
stimulus to the present and earlier inquiries, were the
outcome of misdirection of our bodies, occasioned by
imperfect consciousness’ of what was happening at the
termini of lines of sensory communication, coupled with
complete lack .of knowledge of the physiological means
whereby directions, not manifestly misdirections, could be
brought into being. In seeking to find how sensory appre-
ciation could be made more reliable, and how misdirections,
the coincidents of degenerations, could be prevented, he
came upon the key to physiological direction within the
animal body. This key was a complex of cerebral activity,
awakened by sensory appreciations, dispatching impulses
along still-to-be-discovered nerve paths to muscle groups
acting co-ordinately throughout the body, with the primary
resolve of all these activities that the head was given a
certain relation to its co-ordinate part—the neck. To this
subtle complex, which could be impressed upon conscious-
ness, and. could..be .aroused . when consciousness. was fully

If, however, he acquires a share in a practice he,

alert by the flow of environmental stimuli, Alexander gave
the name primary control. Permitted its physiological urge,
this primary control conditioned secondary controls and
directions ‘throughout the body ; and it may be observed
that the functional result, the consequence of the activity
of these controls, is the aim of the physical educationalist,
to wit, a unified being, balanced in the interaction of his
mental and physical processes, obedient to that first disci-
pline, his own physiology, and with ever-quickened sensi-
tiveness to his own functioning and his responses to his
environment. But Alexander’s discoveries and the applica-
tion of his principles of technique mean much more than
this, for they imply the use of the whole body in all man’s
activities, and include no such absurdities as the setting
aside of an hour a week or a day for physical education,
while during the remaining time degeneration continues as
before. The report suggests that the inquirers did not
direct themselves to the causes calling for the need of
physical culture, but rather to a consideration of common
methods of physical culture now extant. Had they directed
themselves to causes they would have discovered that none
of the systems they considered took cognizance of the
needs to ge met by a satisfactory system.

Histidine Treatment for Peptic Ulcer

A. G.” (Bathford) writes: Hearing that a friend in South
Africa had been starving for three weeks in hospital in one
of many vain attempts to vanquish a long-standing ulcer, I
sent him information about ‘‘larostidin,’’ with the sugges-
tion that he and his doctor might care to embark on this
experiment. On Christmas Eve I received from him a
letter in which the following passages occur: ‘‘I imme-
diately saw my doctor and procured the histidine. I have
had tKirty-six injections during the last five weeks. I also
ate normal food, including beef and vegetables and pastry,
etc. Within a week I felt better, and after ten injections
had no further pain of any kind. I am rapidly regaining
weight (I had lost 251b.). Yesterday 1 was examined by
x rays: there were no spasms, and the ulcer shows as com-
letely healed. In general I feel better than at any time
in the last twelve months. . . . The ulcer is in the
duodenum, and has been a trouble since at least 1926,
though I was ill two or three years before that from
dyspepsia. I have had Sippy treatment in hospital four
times since 1926.”” I wrote at once to suggest a more
orthodox moderation in their appreciation of the treatment,
and am hoping in due time to hear further of his adven-
tures. It seems that in cases in which histidine is going
to give beneficial results improvement is manifest by the
end of the first half-dozen injections. This being so, it
would seem to be worth {rying the treatment to that
extent in all gastric cases. I feel myself also that the
possibilities of histidine should be explored, not only in
cases of definite or probable ulcer, but for states of vague
dyspepsia and ill-health, which may actually be pre-ulcer
conditions, or in some way, chemically or metabolically,
allied to that complaint. With regard to the point made
by Mr. McNeill Love in your issue of March 21st, that cure
cannot be certainly predicted as the ‘‘ diathesis '’ still
remains, there seems no reason why a treatment which is
potent to control the ‘‘ diathesis '’ at an advanced stage
of pathological activity should not be able to do so during
any early signs of undesirable recrudescence.

The Fatal Bath

Brigadier-General F. E. BurNuaM (Halcyon Hot Springs, B.C.)

writes: The daily press relates the incident of a man who
died as the result of a bath. In my bag of reminiscences of
forty years in the practice of medicine I find a similar
incident. A farmer of middle age presented himself at our
office in Southern Manitoba for a trivial complaint. As his
living conditions were not good, he was sent to the hospital
for a few days of rest and change. On admittance to the
hospital he refused to have a bath on the ground that he
had not had one for twenty-two years, and he was sure
that if he did he would take pneumonia and die. Notwith-
standing his objections he was put into a tub and well
scrubbed. In three days he had pneumonia, and in eight
days he was dead.

Vacancies

Notifications of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,

and of vacant resident and other appointments at hospitals,
will be found at pages 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, §9, and 62
of our advertisement columns, and advertisements as to
partnerships, assistantships, and locumtcnencies at pages
60 and 61.

A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertise-
ment columns appears in the Supplement at page 248.



