TO CORRESPONDENTS.
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[BrrT1sH MEDICAT JOURNAL.

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

*.* Al letters and communications for the JOURNAL, to be addressed
to the EpITOR, 87, Great Queen St.,Lincoln’s Inn Fields, TV.C.

CORRESPONDENTS, who wish notice to be taken of their communica-
tions, should authenticate them with their names—of course, not
necessarily for publication.

Corp Damp Haxps.—“SIr: Would some of your physiological
readers tell me the philosophy of ‘cold damp hands.’ It is evi-
dently condensation of what is called insensible perspiration, and
has its origin, probably, in feeble arterial circulation—if so, what
is required? I rather think that they who know why will not
trouble themselves to inform what is called a ‘professional
brother, as I consider such fraternal affection is by no means epi-
demic or endemic. Yours respectfully, VERAX.”

Dr. MiTcueLL—Our attention has been called to the following ad-
verti t in the Manchester E i
“New Cure for Deafness.—We beg to call the attention of our
readers to a small work on deafness, by Dr. Mitchell, of Liverpool,
being the subst, of a ication made by him to the British
Medical Association. The treatment is novel and ingenious, and
in cases fitted for its employment has been eminently successful.
1t has also the advantage of being perfectly free from danger, or
any formidable operation. The author has proved that in a great
many cases, which have been said to be nervous, the deafness pro-
ceeds from a thickening of the membrane covering the drum of
the ear, and by a peculiar treatment Dr. Mitchell removes the
thickening, and enables the membrane to vibrate freely again. In
true nervous cases, so long considered incurable, considerable
zelief has been afforded by the means employed, and we strongly
recommend those interested to peruse the book.—[Avvr.] ”
If the gentleman referred to in it is & member of the British
Medical Association, we trust that he will take the earliest opportu-

nity of repudiating any connexion with such a proclamation.

G. M.—A correspondent inquires concerning the mode of carryirg
out the purification of gas according to Mr. Bowditch’s plan. We
are not aware that Mr. Bowditch’s method has yet been taken in
hand by any practical fitter-up of apparatus for the purpose. All
particulars, however, on the subject will doubtless be found in Mr.
‘Bowditeh’s work, entitled 4 Discourse on Coal Gas, by the Rev.
W. R, Bowditch, published by Van Voorst, of Paternoster-row.

THE OPINION OF A BOARD OF GUARDIANS OF THE QUALIFICATION
oF A F.R.C.S.—81r: I am a surgeon to a dispensary in a rural
district, which is attended annually by 600 or 700 patients. To a
patient entitled to receive it, I recently recommended that extra
relief, in the shape of meat, should be allowed by the Board of
Guardians. Although I am a F.R.C.S.Eng., and registered under
%he Medical Act, and this was a purely surgical case, the Board
refused to attend to my recommendation, solely because I was not
also a L.A.S. Were the Guardians justified in refusing, on these
grounds, to grant the extra relief recommerded ?

I am,etc.,

X¥ast Sussex, Feb. 16, 1861.

[We believe that the Guardians of the Poor are not obliged to
-attend to the orders of any medical man excepting those of their
own appointment. 1If they do so on any occasions, it must be, so
to say, as an act of courtesy. Any sick person receiving relief
from the parish must, accordingto the Poor-law theory, receive it
through the medium of the Poor-law officials—the relieving-officer
and union medical attendant. The refusal to give extra relief on
the order of a Fellow of the College of Surgeons in a surgical
case, because the Fellow was not an apothecary also, must have
been simply a pretence for not giving the relief at all. One can
hardly suppose a Board of Guardians so utterly ignorant of the
‘high professional status of a Fellow of the College of Surgeons,
as to fancy that he requires to be a Licentiate of Apothecaries’ Hall
in order to treat a surgical case effectually.—EDITOR.]

I H. R.

MR, DaymMmaN.—Let us hope that the lesson already read to the
<oroner may not be without some benefit in futuro. Further re-
flection will probably open his eyes to the absurdity of the position
he assumed on the occasion referred to.

MR. ArrLETON.—Could not our correspondent obtain from the
medical attendants a professional of the interesting and
rare cases he refers to?

DuTiEs oF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF PUBLIC CHARITIES.—SIR : Will
you kindly allow me to put the question of your correspondent
A.F.in another form, and ask your opinion upon it? Is it eti-
quette for the medical officer of a charity to wisit, prescribe for,
and furnish medicine to a pauper patient, without the knowledge
or consent of the Poor-law medical officer in attendance on the
case ? I am, etc., W. w.

[We should say, certainly not, providing the medical officer of
the charity was aware that the Poor-law medical officer was in at-
tendance on the pauper patient.—EDITOR.]

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Axy qualified medical practitioner, not disqualified by any bye-
law, who shall be recommended as eligible by any three members
of the Association, shall be admitted a member at any time by the
Committee of Council, or by the Council of any branch. The sub-
scription is One Guinea annually, due on January 1st; and each
member, on paying his subscription, shall be entitled to receive the
publications of the Association for the current year.

Gentlemen wishing to join the Association are recommended to
communicate with the General Secretary, DR. WiLL1aMS, Worcester;
or with either of the following officers of the District Branches:
Bath and Bristol Branch— President, John Soden, Esq., Bath: Hon.
Secs., R. 8. Fowler, Esq., Bath ; H.Ormerod, Esq., Bristol: Birming-
kam and Midland Counties—Pres., E. Moore, Esq., Halesowen:
Hon. Sec., O. Pemberton, Iisq., Birmingham : Cambridge and Hunt-
ingdon—Pres., Dr. G. E. Paget, Cambridge ; Hon. Sec., Dr. Humphry,
F.R.S., Cambridge: East Anglian (Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex)—
Pres., R. Faircloth, Esq., Newmarket; Hon. Secs., Dr. Chevallier,
Ipswich; Dr. Pitt, Norwich: East York and North Lincoln—Pres.,
W. H. Eddie, Fsq., Barton-on-Humber; Hon. Sec., Dr. H. Munros,
Hull: Lancashire and Cheshire—Pres., Dr. M. A. Ilason Wilkinson,
Manchester; Hon. Secs., Dr. A, T. H. Waters, Hope Street, Liver-
pool; J. M. Robinson, Esq., Bolton; J. Sharp, Esq., Warrington ;
Dr. J. Thorburn, Manchester: Metropolitan Counties—Pres., J.
Birkett, Esq., 59, Green Street, Grosvenor Square; Hon. Secs., Dr.
A. P. Stewart, 74, Grosvenor Street; Dr.A. Henry, 15, George Street,
Portman Square: Midland—Pres., G. E. Stanger, Esq., Notting-
ham; Hon. Secs., Dr. Goode, Derby; H. Lankester, Esq., Leicester;
Dr. Mitchinson, Lincoln; Joseph White, Esq., Nottingham : North
Wales—Pres., Dr, Turnour, Denbigh; Hon. Sec., D. K. Jones, Esq.,
Beaumaris : Reading—Pres., Dr. Woodhouse, Reading; Hon. Sec.,
G. May, jun., Esq., Reading : Shropshire (Ethical)—Pres., H. Fenton,
Esq., Shrewsbury; Hon. Sec., Dr. Styrap, Shrewsbury: Shropshire
(Scientific)—Pres., Dr. H. Johnson, Shrewsbury; Hon. Sec., S. Wood,
Esq., Shrewsbury : South-Eastern (Keunt, Surrey, and Sussex)—Pres.,
F. Fry, Esq., Maidstone ; Hon. Sec., P. Martin, Esq., Reigate ; Hon.
Sec. Rochester, etc., district, Dr. Dulvey, Brompton, Chatham: South-
Midland (Beds, Northamp-ton, and Bucks)—Pres., Dr. Barker, Bed-
ford; Hon. Secs., Dr. Bryan, Northampton; R. C. Hurst, Esq., Bed-
ford: South-Western (Devon and Cornwall) — Pres., Dr. Hall,
Torquay; Hon. Sec., C. H. Roper, Esq., Exeter : Hon. Secs, Corn-
wall district, Dr. Littleton, Saltash, Plymouth; R. Q. Couch, Esq.,
Penzance: West Somerset—Pres., John Prankerd, Esq., Langport;
Hon. Sec., Dr. W. E. Gillett, Taunton : Yorkshire—Pres., W. Favell,
¥sq., Sheffield; Hon. Sec., G. Hornby, Esq., York.

COMMUNICATIONS have been received from: —Mr. R. C. HursT;
Mr. C. H. CornisH; Mr. P. C. PricE; Mr. W. Jackson; Dr.
ListER; Mr. J. C. 8. JENNINGS; Dr. BEALE; Dr. GRAILEY
HEWITT; Mr. JENNINGS; Mr. ROGERS; Mr. MARTIN; Mr. Day-
MaN; Dr. T. K. CHAMBERS ; Mr. HUTCHINSON; Mr. NUNNELEY;
Dr. SanpwiTH; Dr. 8. FELCE; Mr. T. MELLOR; and AN OLD
MEMBER OF THE WEST SOMERSET BRANCH.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

1. Course of Lectures on the Physiology and Pathology of the
Central Nervous System. Delivered at the Royal College of
Surgeons of England in May 1858. By *C. E. Brown-Séquard,
M.D., F.R.S. London: Williams and Norgate. 1860.

2. The History of Medicine: Comprising a Narrative of its Pro-
gress from the Earliest Ages to the Present Time. By *Edward
i&getl'yon, M.D., ¥.G.S. Volume 1. London: Longman and Co.

61.

ADVERTISEMENTS.
PULVIS JACOBI VER. NEWBERY'S.
Eftabliffred A.D. 1746.

Recommended by A. I'weedie, M.D., Phyfician to the
London Fever Hofpital, and John Cheyne, M.D.,F.R.S.E.,
M.R.L.A,, late Phyfician to tbhe Hardwicke Fever Hof-
pital, Dublin.

Prices for Difpenfing } oz. Bottle, 3s.4d.; 1 0z. gs.

Ufual Difcount to the Profeffion.
45, ST. PAUL'S CHURCHYARD, LONDON.
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