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' NERVE-STRETCHING IN SCIATICA.
Sir,—I have seen a good deal about nerve stretching for sciatica lately in our JouRNAL
and also in other works; but the case reported by Mr. J. W. Long in the issue for
June 26th, relating the treatment of W. A., aged 21, seems to me to be the acme of
Surgery over Medicine. I have treated a great many cases of sciatica, some of
them very obstinate, but have never yet found one that would not yield to quinine
combine?'with opium or iron; and as in this case the pain is described asneuralgic,
I should be very glad to know whether quinine had a fair trial before resection of
the knee-joint, amputations twice, and nerve-stretching and q section were
resorted to.—I am, sir, yours faithfully, J. W. BARRETT.
King’s Lynn, June 27th, 1880.

. THE HEALTH OF SANDOWN.
Sir,—A rumour being current that there is ‘‘a great deal of sickness at the Isle of
- Wight”, and that ““several cases of typhoid fever” have occurred, ‘“one fatal case
at Sandown”, will you allow me the medium of your columns to give an unqualified
denial to_such report as regards Sandown. The town is in its usual healthy con-
dition. There has been no case of typhoid fever. The death-rate during the last
tsnyears has averaged 14 per 1000 including, and 13 per 1000 excluding, visitors.

For the last three years, the death-rates have been 14, 14, and 11.3 per 1000 includ-

in%, and 11.8, 10.8, and 10.6 excluding, visitors. ) . .

n the interests of the island generally, and of Sandown in particular, during the

forthcoming season, I beg you will publish these facts and figures, which a dis-

criminating public will find more trustworthy than such rumours as the one above

mentioned. —I am, sir, your obedient servant, James NeaL, M.D.,
Sandown, 1. W., June 8th, 1880. Medical Officer of Health.

- Tue BrusseLs M.D. -

Str,—In the JoURNAL of June 1gth is a letter from Dr. Crean of Manchester showing

. that in the examination just luded for the above degree only four out of thirteen
candidates were successful ; this means that either the examination is excessively
severe, or the candidates often present themselves when not sufficiently prepared.
In the hope of giving seme useful advice to those who intend to go over for the
next examination (November, 1 think), permit me to relate my experience at the
Brussels University. I took the degree in May, and there were then four candi-
dates; one was rejected at the first doctorate, a second (also L.R.C.P.Lond.,
M.R.C.S., and L.S.A.) was rejected at the second doctorate, whilst only myself
and another (who had been rejected at the January examination) passed. I was
told that five gentlemen went up for the latter examination, and *‘all were rejected”.
‘The fact is (as Professor James, the interpreter, told me), since the correspondence
which appeared in the BriTisH MEDICAL JOURNAL last year concerning the
M.D. Brussels, the professors have greatlyraised their standard, and are determined
o admit none but those who can pass a searching examination. It is a great mis-
take for candidates to go over before getting up all the subjects they will be ex-
amined in. It is pretty certain to result in the loss of their time and money, be-
sides the humiliation of being rejected. At the May examination, one of my
fellow candidates told me he had not considered it necessary to read up Ophthalmic
Surgery since passing his M.R.C.S.; the consequence was he failed to satisfy the
examiners in that very subject.

With regard to the examination itself, the following are the subjects:

First Doctorate—1. Theory of Medicine ; 2. Materia Medica and Therapeutics;
3. Pathology, general and special ; 4. Mental Diseases.

Second Doctorate--1. Theory of Surgery ; 2. Ophthalmic Surgery; 3. Midwifery;
4. Hygiene ; 5. Forensic Medicine (excluding Toxicology):

Third Doctorate—r. Clinical Medicine (one male and one female case in the
wards); 2. Clinical Surgery (two male cases in the wards); 3. Operative Midwifery
(on the manikin); 4. Operative Surgery (two amputations, ligature of two arteries);
5. Surgical Anatomy, with Dissections.

On the whole, the examination appeared to me to be an essentially practical and
by no means easy one; in fact, I was agreeably surprised to find how the whole
affair was conducted. I should advise gentlemen to endeavour to obtain honours
in the various subjects. My successful coll gue received h in Operative
Surgery; and I was fortunate enough to obtain first class honours in Medicine,
Clinical and Operative Surgery, and Surgical Anatomy, for which I received (in
addition to the ordinary diploma) a special certificate of honour. The fees amount
to £22; so that altogether the cost of the degree (travelling expenses, etc., included)
is from £35 to £40.—I am, sir, yours faithfully, M.D.BRUSSELS.

Sir,—The letter from Dr. Crean in the JoURNAL of the 1gth instant relating to the
Brussels degree is very significant and calls for comment. In it he states that
thirteer: < indidates presented themselves at the last examination, and that four only
were successful ; six were rejected in the first doctorate, two in the second, and one
in the third. Such an unusually Jarge number of rejections proves that the ex-
amination is very stringent; but I wish to point out that the mode of conducting it
presses very hard indeed upon candidates.

The examination is divided into three tests, viz., first, second, and third doctorates.
The first doctorate comprises General Therapeutics, including Pharmaco-Dynamics;
Special Pathology of Internal Diseases ; Mental Diseases; General Pathology ; and
Pathological Anatomy, with the use of the Microscope. Second Doctorate: Sur-
gical Pathology, including Ophthalmology; Theory of Midwifery; Public and
Private Hygiene; Medical Jurisprudence. Third Doctorate: Clinical Medicine
and Surgery, Obstetrical Operations upon the Manikin ; Operative Surgery; and
Regional Anatomy, including actual dissections upon the dead body.

It will be observed that the greater part of the first doctorate consists of Patho-
logy; and it is in_this subject that the majority of men fail. If a man do not pass
the first doctorate, he is rejected at once, and is not allowed to go in for the other
two; the consequence is, that a great number of men who are practically well
qualified in every respect are refused. In proof of this, I have known several men
who have distinguished themselves at hospital, taken prizes, and held resident posts,
who'have made successful practitioners and have kept up with the professional
literature of the day, fail at this examination solely in pathology at the first doc-
torate ; and yet they have not gone up on the mere chance of passing, but have
honestly and industriously read up for it, and had they been further examined in
the second and third doctorates, viz., in Midwifery, Clinical Surgery and Medicine,
and Operative Surgery, etc., there is no doubt that they would have shown them-
selves well worthy of receiving the degree.

The prominence given to Pathology is complained of generally by candidates,
who aver that the subject is gone into with such minuteness as to be vexatious, and
that really practical work is put upon one side for it. It is also stated that the ex-
aminers in General, Medical, and Surgical Pathology do not make allowance for
the difference in opinion of Continental and British pathologists in regard to many
most important points and theories, consequently the resul iis disastrous to men
who have naturally studied the works of their own countrymen.

I would, there-

fore, respectfully urge upon the Faculty of the Brussels University (of which I.am
prm;d tople:oec a g dug.ze)lt): examine candidates in the whole of the three doctorates,
and then decici:,a after taking into consideration how a man answered in all the
subjects, whether he is worthy to pass or not. It muss be borne in mind that all
candidates must be ‘““practitioners provided with surgical and medical qualifica-
tions”, so that the University is examining men who have been already declared fit
to practise their profession, gut are now seeking a hxﬁher diploma; and it appears
unaccountable that they should not be tested in all the subjects before their fate is
decided upon, and I believe what I propose is the custom at all British final ex-
aminations. . 3 )
The impartiality and high integrity of the examiners is so thoroughly recognised
and appreciated by all graduates, that I trust my humble efforts in pointing out an
existing hardship may lead to an act of justice towards men, who, at a great sacri-
fice of time and leisure, study hard amid the many cares and anxieties of practice
to obtain an honourable distinction.—Apologising for the length of this letter, I am,
sir, your obedient servant, M.D.BRUSSELS.
June 28th, 1880.

SiR,—In your issue of June 19th, there are three questions asked which the Medical
Digest enables anyone to answer in the short space of three minutes. 1. Mr. Fisher
wishes to refer to M. Liebreich’s paper on_the effects of cértain faults of vision on
painters : vide Section 1816:5. 2. A. M. D. asks for Surgeon Mulcahy’s paper_on
the Similarity of Enteric and Malarial Fevers. In Section 558:3 is a reference to
Mr. Barker’s views on this subject; and there being no mention of Surgeon
Mulcahy’s paper is a fairly sure proof that it.is not to be found in any of those
papers which are searched for the Diges?, and thus no time need be lost to search
there. 3. T. W. B. requires information regarding gouty affections of the throat,

which Sections 1468:3 and 1466:5 will enable him to acquire.—I am, etc.,

. Ricuarp NeaLg, M.D.Lond.
60, Boundary Road, South Hampstead, N.W., Tune 21st, 1880.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :—

Dr. J. C. Steele, London; Dr. B. Joy Jeffries, Boston; Mr. W. Parker, Bath;
Mr. H. E. Waddy, Gloucester; Dr. G. Birt, Stourbridge; Mr Eastes, London;
Dr. C. P. Philpots, -Poole; Mr. Walsham, London; Dr. J. B. Gill, Can-
terbury ; Dr. J. Dreschfeld, Manchester ; Dr. Hardwicke, Rotherham ; Dr. Louis
Henry, St. Kilda; Mr. F. Little, Leeds ; Dr. L. Armstrong, Newcastle-on-Tyne ;
Dr. Creighton, Cambridge ; Dr."John Walters, Reigate ; Mr. H. T. Butlin, Lon-
don ; Our Dublin Correspondent; Observer ; Mr. T. Dickinson, London; Dr. R.
H. Coombs, Bedford ; Dr. Coats, Glasgow ; Mr. Frank Smith, Plumstead ; Dr.
Marshall, Wokingham ; Mr. Marshall Monckton, Ashford; Mr. J. W. Barrett,
King’s Lynn ; Mr. J. M. Brown, Wansford ; Dr. Saundby, Birmingham; Mr. E.
Nettleship, London ; Dr. H. Barnes, Carlisle ; Dr. J. Robinson, Redcar; Dr. G.
E. Shuttleworth, Lancaster ; Dr. Shinkwin, Cork ; Dr. Bateman, Norwich ; Mr.
Sedgwick, London; Dr. Hill, London; Dr. Rabagliati, Bradford; Mr. Ralph
Hordley, Stoke-upon-Trent; Mr. W. Austen, London ; Mr. R. G. Ford, London;
Dr. T. J. Burroughs, Croudall; Dr. G. E. Shuttleworth, Lancaster ; Dr. Fletcher
Beach, Darenth ; Dr. Joseph Rogers, London ; Our Edinburgh Correspondent ;
Dr. D. N. Knox, Glasgow ; Dr. John H. Gray, London; Dr. John Gill, Strat-
‘ford-on-Avon; Mr. F. G. Heath, London ; Dr. Mackenzie, Glossop ; Mr. R. W.
Wilson, Aberdeen ; Mr. W. R. Erson, Easingwold ; Our Glasgow Correspondent ;
Dr. David Hart, Edinburgh; Mr. M. Smith, Durham ; Dr. Felce, London; Dr.
C. Clay, Manchester; Dr. J. Magee Finny, Dublin; Mr. Francis Fox, London;
Dr. S. Rees Philipps, Exeter; Mr. F. M. Corner, London; Dr. F. W. Smith,
Leamington; Dr. Macewen, Glasgow ; etc.
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The Practitioner's Handbook of Treatment, or the Principles of Therapeutics. By
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Home Nursing, and how to Help in Cases of Accident. By Samuel Benton, F.R.C.P.
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The Therapeutics of Gynecology and Obstetrics.
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Lessons in Gynecology. By William Goodell, M.A., M.D. London: Bailli¢re,
Tindall, and Cox. 1880.

Two vols. London: Macmillan and Co.

By W. B. Atkinson, A.M., M.B.

Scale of Charges for Advertisements in the ** British Medical Journal”.

Seven lines and under . . . . . .o 3 6
Each additional line .. . . .. . . .. o o 4
A whole column . . . . . . .. 115 O
A page .. . . .. 5 0 O

An average line contains eight words. A

When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is made
on the above scale in the following proportions, beyend which no reduction can be
allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of .. . . .. 10 per cent.
3 120013 5 . . . . 20
5 2 » » . . . w25

4 52 », ’ .. .. " e 30
Advertiseﬁr’:cnts should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at the Office, not
later than Twelve o’Clock on the Wednesday preceding publication; and, if not paid
for at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.
Post-Office Orders should be made payable to Mr. Francis Fowke, at the West
Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts may be sent in postage stamps.
. Agent for the Advertising Department in France: J. ASTIER, 67 Rue Caumar-
tin, Paris.
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