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A PLUMSTONE IMBEDDED IN THE RECTUM.

SIR,—On August 8th, I wascalled to see a young girl aged 18. I found her complaining
of greatpain in the rectum. The pulse and temperature were normal, but the lips
were covered with sordes ; and she gave one the.impression of suffering from severe
constitutional disturbance. The hips and back part of the thighs were covered
with what appeared to be bruises. . On examining the rectum with the finger, a
hard substance was found imbedded in the posterior wall, and with difficulty ex-
tracted. It proved to be a plumstone; and it appeared she had eaten freely of
plums a week grevi‘ously. wo days afierwards, she was perfectly well. One
could imagine the plumstone setting up peritonitis ; but how it could give such a
bruised appearance to the surrounding parts and sympathetically affect the mouth,
which was dry and feverish, the lips being covered with sordes, and yet the pulse
and temperature remain normal, was rather puzzling at first. It is a proof, were
one wamul%, that cases should never be cursorily examined.—I am, etc.,

Wansford, August 1880. FerGus M. Brown, L.R.C.P.Ed.

TURPENTINE AND ACETIC ACID LINIMENT.

Sir,—In answer. to ‘ Pharmacist”, I think the following will answer his purpose.
The yolks of five eggs ; oil of turpentine, acetic acid, of each ten ounces ; water to
fifteen ounces: The yolks should be well blended 1n a mortar ; then add the tur-
pentine and acetic acid gradually, put the ingredients into a bottle of the requi-
site size, and add the water in small quantities, shaking well each time. This lini-
ment; when properly made, is of an uniform-creamy consistence, and does not
separate -on standing.—Yours truly, J. H. ScorT, M.K.Q.C.P.

udor House, Camberley,; Angust 12th, 1880.

*.* In theletter of Mr. O. T. Evans on this subject, at p. 284 of the JourRNAL
for August x4th, “acid acetic fat” should be ‘‘acid. acetic. fort.”, or strong
acetic acid.

Visits To SPaA.

S1R,—In answer to several inquiries which I have lately received from professional
brethren who propose visiting Brussels on the occasion of the anniversary fétes,
will you permit me to say, through your columns, that August and Septemger are,
perhaps, the most agreeable months in the year for seeing the Ardennes district, of
which Spa is the chief town. Spa is distant from Brussels about four hours by
rail, and trains run at short intervals. Comfortable board and lodging can be
obtained for fifty f»ancs a week and upwards. To any members of the profession
desirous of making acquaintance with this historical district and its important
chalybeate springs, I shall be happy to afford any information or assistance in my
power.—I am, etc., Litrton Forses, M.D., Resident Physician.

Spa, August 1880. :

. TiNea Svcosis.

SIrR,—Would any reader inform me what to do with an intractable case of tinea
sycosis? The patient’s general health is good, and he is neither strumous nor
syphilitic. There is a fresh crop of pustules every morning, and the centre of each
is occupied by a hair. Internally, he has had Donovan’s solution, arsenic, and
sulphide of calcium ; externally, citrine ointment, lead in every form, oleate of
zing, oleate of bismuth, iodoform, and sulphur; also, epilation and shaving have
been tried in vain.—I am, etc., Mepicus.

CONGESTION OF THE NOSE.

Sir,—In reply to “ F.R.C.S.1., Dublin”, I would remark that I have, in my own
person, found the application of cold to the part very efficacious. My plan is to
immerse—so to plirase it—the nose in a basin or large tumber of cold water (iced,
if possible) for five or ten minutes every half-hour, or less, until the burning pain
has ceased or been relieved, which generally results after a few applications. No
other treatment has been necessary in my own case.—I am, etc., .K.Q.C.P.

SWEATING IN THE HANDs. .

Sir,—Would any of your numerous readers kindly inform me what means could be
adopted to prevent excessive sweating in the hands? a good many remedies have
been tried, but had no effect. The patient, a working man, had to give up his
employment in consequence of its deleterious effects on the trade which he fol-
lowed. It may be mentioned that the feet are in no way subject to sweating.—1
am, sir, yours truly, MEDbIcuUs.

BICYCLING.

Sir,—Can you, or any of the readers of the BRiTISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, inform me
if (1) bicycling predisposes one to hernia, when that predisposition does not exist
before ; and (2) if it be any more dangerous in that respect than horse-riding? I
enclose my name and address, and remain, yours truly, STUDENT.

Davos aAs A WINTER RESORT.

SIr,—In my letter which you kindly inserted in the JoURNAL for August 21st, and
which I am sorry was not more carefully looked over before sending, I find I have
omitted to state what might, perhaps, influence some who may think of spending
the winter in Davos; Z.e., that invalids who improve there regain hearth and
strength more quickly than in other places, so that, towards the latter part of the
season, they are able to walk up the mountain-paths, drive in open sledges, join in
occasional excursions, or spend a great part of the day on the skating-rink; the
bright, dry, and still atmosphere enabling them to lead such an out-door life as
could not be thought of in England, and is scarcely possible even on the Riviera.
1 re%'ret that I have no exact record of cases and results of treatment last winter ;
but I can state from personal knowledge that a very large number certainly did
well;.especially several of hazmoptysis ; the latter seem, on the whole, to derive
much greater advantage from residence in the mountain than in the maritime sta-
tions. Hoping that future visitors to Daves will have as good reason to be
thankful as I have had, 1 am, yours truly, R. CrOTHERS, M.D

St. Leonard’s-on-Sea, August 25th, 1880.

THE “ INHUMANITY” OF MEDICAL MEN.

Sir,—Every general practitioner must sympathise with Mr. L. Franklyn in being
subject to the remarks made by the foreman of the coroner’s jury in the case of
Edward May. He seems to me to have acted perfectly fairly and much more
. anely than many of us do, and have to do, when our services are suddenly
‘ien anded to visit at once a person said to be dangerously ill. Mr. Franklyn did
Dot at. once refuse to atteng without assigning any reason, as, under similar cir-
cumstances, numbers of medical men in busy practice must do every day. It is
really time that the public should be made fairly to understand that it has no right

to expect, far. less to demand, the immediate attendance of medical men at any
hour of the day or night without any security being given as regards the trifling
matter of ‘‘ a paltry fee”. We often hear of these spurious charges of inhumanity
made against our profession by that enlightened section of the public who sit on
coroners’ juries ; but we rarely, if ever, hear the other side. How many of us are
disturbed at night to plod through wet and cold quite unnecessarily, and without
the remotest prospect of payment ? Or, as frequently happens, we find our services
were merely called in the hope of avoiding an inquest over some hapless child or
chronic invalid, whose sufferings ought to have been attended to days before.
Surely our cares and anxieties are enough without being worried by the irrespon-
sible utterances of the foremen of juries, as in the case reported. The remedy 1s in
the hands of the public, who must pay to have an organised system of public
succour for emergencies. Provident A)ispensaries will not meet the case, as a sur-
geon in extensive practice would have to relinquish his connection with them if he
were liable to be called at any but the regular hours ; and this would damage the
provident system, as the poor are shrewd enough to avoid joining a dispensary if
the members of the staff are not men of well-known acquirements and position.—
I am, etc., A VicTim.
VACCINATING EcZEMATOUS CHILDREN. 3
Sir,—I was requested by a gentleman in good social position to see his child, and
say whether it was fit for vaccination. I did so, and at once stated that it was
not. It was almost covered with eczema. I gave, I think, two certificates of post-
ponement of vaccination, one at the expiration of the time for which the other was
granted. During the whole of this time, the child was more or less under treat-
ment for eczema. The father, who had travelled over a considerable portion of the
world, and had seen in distant lands the benefits of Jenner's discovery, was anxious
to have the child vaccinated ; and now another reason was added to those he had
before expressed—viz., that his wife was about to have another child, and she
wished the vaccination of this one over before the other arrived. I told him that I
would rather not then vaccinate the child, in case it did badly ; but he was very
urgent, and stated that he would accept all responsibility if I would only do it.
With considerable hesitancy, I performed the operation in the usual place, which,
in fact, was the only part of the arm unaffected with eczema. The case did as well
as any case ever could do; good typical pustules were the result, and, to my sur-
prise, the eczema, from the fifth day after vaccination, began to decline. At the
same time, I was attending the child of a farmer, about three months old, with
eczema covering the whole of the face and head. I mentioned the above case to
him and his wife, being anxious to have the vaccination over. I vaccinated the
child, the parents accepting the responsibility, and the result was as in the former
case. The child did well, and eczema soon disappeared. Some months after this,
1 vaccinated the eczematous child of a farm-labourer, and the result was equally
satisfactory. The success of these cases soon got noised abroad ; and two or three
medical men, who had been applied to by the parents of eczematous children, wrote
to me to ask if it were true that I vaccinated under such circumstances. To all, I
answered that I had done so with good results, but that I would not advise them
in the matter; they must do so on their own responsibility, and that nothing would
induce me to vaccinate an eczematous child unless the parents accepted the weight
of the proceeding on their own shoulders.—I am, sir, yours obediently,
3, Bucklersbury, August 24th, 1880. C. D. Hir. Drury, M.D.
#.% 1t would certainly be unwise to draw any general conclusions from so limited
an experience.
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The Mechanical System of

UTERINE PATHOLOGY, being the Harveian
Lectures delivered in 1877 before the Harveian Society
of London. By GRA{LY HEWITT, M.D.Lond.,

.R.C.P., etc., Professor of Midwifery and Diseases
of Women, University College, and Obstetric Physician
to the Hospital.

“We cordially thank Dr. HewrTT for this important
contribution to uterine pathology. Its chief merit con-
sists in the demonstration which it contains that, in
most cases, displacements, especially flexions, of the
womb, are expressions and consequences of constitu-
tional feebleness. This truth, pregnant with suggestions
of great practical import, is as yet scarcely suspected,
much_less apprehended, by gynacologists genemlll;;
and Dr. HewitT has done an excellent work by
emphatically proclaiming_ it in the clear and concise
langnage which distinguishes his monograph.”—H est-
minster Review.

London: Longmans & Co.

Crown 8vo, price 6s.
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LAWSON TAIT, F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the
Birmingham Hospital for Women, etc.

“The distinguished merit of this book is its origin-
ality and practical character."—AMledical Times and
Gagettc. 3 .

“It aboundsin valuable hints as to diagnosis and
treatment, which cannot but prove most useful to the
§eneml practitioner, while in it the gynazcologist will
ind the most recent theories as to the etiology and
pathology of these_affections, many of the views put
forward being striking and original.” —Dublin Medical
Journal.
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A Manual of Psychological

MEDICINE. By J.C. BUCKNILL, M.D,,
F.R.C.P., F.R.S., and 'D. HACK TUKE, M.D,,
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“\We have been often asked to designate the best
book on insanity for general use. To those who must
confine their studies to a single work we believe the last
edition of Bucknill and Tuke will prove the most com-
prehensive and useful treatise in the English language.”
— Boston Med. and Surg. Journal.
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