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Norices of Births, Marriages, Deaths, and Appointments; intended for.
insertion in the.BRITisH MEDICAL JOURNAL, should arrive at the
Office not later than 10 A.M. on Thursday, . .

. VacciNATION TREPHINES. ..
S1r,—In reply to “ Medicus”, I beg to say that Coxeter’s instrument is not similar to
the “vaccination trephine” of Dr. Warlomont., It may be procured from Mr.
Coxeter, the surgical instrument maker. The price is, I think, about 10s. The

special advantage of this * vaccihator” over others of the same kind is its weight, -

which saves the necessity of mtich
movement.—Your obedient servant,

‘ " HYSTERICAL ANESTHESIA. ) .
SIR,—In the discussion at the Cambridge meeting, Section A, upon this question,
the members who met to offer and discuss each other’s views seem to have resigned
themselves to a condition of hopelessness as to any good result, each one looking
to the other for light, but the answer returned all round being *“Can’t”. Nor was
any attempt made. to compare anasthesia, and its opposite hyperzwesthesia, in the

‘‘ hysterical” with, similar ‘degrees of sensibility in ordinary states of health and
disease, for the purpose of setting up some standard. for comparison or reference in
the varying degrees of nervous sensitiveness. I suppose this varying sensitiveness
could be pretty accurately determined by a simply ai ed gsthesiometer ; and I

“suspect we should find the amount or power of sensibility to vary, notonly in dif-
ferent individuals, but in the same individuals. . Now, if we coyld imagine aﬁ
@sthesiometer constructéd with a self-recording arrangement, which could mafl
for a period of time the degree of one’s nervous sensitiveness, or. ‘‘ sthesia”, I sup-
pose we might expect to find as much variation as in the self-registering baro-
meters, ther ters; or pheric electn the latter, probably, the most
analogous. At whatever degree the |nervous sensitiveness stands, we have a
margin of control. Forinstarice, certain notes are so high in pitch that we cannot
Hear: them ; but some will hear higher notes than others; and a person on some
occasions will hear higher notes than_at other times. Very high notes, like those
produced by the scratching of a pencil on a slate, the piercing note of the bat, pro-
duce a peculiar deafening spasm in some ears ; and very low notes, like the double
¢ of an organ, has the same effect upon others, causing thé most uncomfortable
sensations while the notes last. Is this analogous to, or could it be classed undes,
hysterical anzsthesia? I think numerous daily samples of it can be found in per-
sons not otherwise candidates for Sal&écﬁere,,as ‘well s samples of the opposite

"kind of under:sensitiveness or anzsthas The' indifference or unconsciousness of
soldiers to idjuries and wounds in attles, of football-players in the excitement of a

nage, of,‘;;krs‘ons under the influenice of mesmerism or fright, are samples of

‘anzsthesia. 1IF these states come under the term of hysterical anzsthesia? Are
we to judge of them by the same standards, reason about them in the same way,
and apply the same logic to them as to the manifestations of Salpétriere? Or is
it that a patient once classified or admitted into the Circean circle must not be

judged by the same tests, reasoned about by the same logic as other phenomena ;
in fact, resile from the natural to the supernatural? The discussion, by ignoring

manifestations of a similar kind in any other subject than a Salpétritre patient
seemed to be tendirig in that way. We are all aware of the over-sensitiveness in certain
conditions of the body ; for instance, in that notable mawvais guart & heure before
a dinner-party, in anxious expectation, sudden and exciting disaster, the novelty
and surprise of joy, in dyspeptic irritability, the over-sensitiveness of long suffering
and confinement—is ‘this to be classed with hysterical hyperasthesia? On the
other hand, the call produced by debauchery; the indifference to all around,
sensation included, displayed by, say, a condemned criminal ; the indifference to
feeling, fostered by vanity, in the wearing of tight boots and stays ; the abnegation
of suffering in cases of the Indian tormented by his enemies ; the fanatic at the
stake—Will these manifestations be classed with the hysterical anasthesia of a
Salpétriére? or are we to apply the natural or B method of r ing to one
class of cases, and the logic of the spiritualists, the mesmerists, and the super-
naturalists generally?

.1 remember being present when a Salpétritre woman was exhibited before a pro-
vincial medical and chirurgical society, in whom, when plates of metals were applied to
the subject blindfolded, the hemianzsthesia changed sides. It was stated that she
was peculiarly sensitive to iron and steel (including tinned plate). At the close of
the sitting, in which extraordinary precautions were taken by the exhibitor,

isted by an emi professor of physiology, to prevent any collusion and decep-
tion, I put the question, asking if any observations had been made, whether the
same transference of sensation and the other phenomena (such as anzmia. after
uncture) took place when she handled the same metals at other times, as her
nife, fork, and spoon (the ordinary tinned iron spoon provided her in the hospital),
or when she was using her needle, scissors, thimble & was stated at the meeting,
in describing her habits, that she spent much of her leisure in sewing), these being
remarkably adapted, as I thought, for conducting the experiments. I also further
asked if the promoters had satisfied themselves, during the sitting, that there were
no metals about her body in the shape of ribs or ‘‘ bones” in her corset ; hooks and
eyes, eyelets, pins, hairpins, about her dress ; coins in her pockets ; trinkets, such
as ear-rings, etc.; and whether, if present, they affected the expetiments; also, if
the iron bedstead on which she lay in the hospital affected the hemianzsthesia;
and, lastly, if the pins and needles applied to herarm to test the anzsthesia should
not have producecr the phenomenon o?changing. I may also remark that the gen-
tlemen engaged in manipulating the girl were close against her for considerable
periods, and yet I did not see that they had taken the precaution to remove the
watches, chains, trinkets, from their fronts ; rings from their fingers, or the coins,
penknives, and other articles from their pockets, which I feel sure must have influ-
enced the result, if the plates applied, as I saw them, produced the alleged results.

I forget now whether I'was told that the metals applied specially for the purpose,
and those applied inadvertently, did not produce the same results; it was somehow
altogether different. With regard to the praetitioners present, I found one set
ranging themselves into a class which simply ridiculed the whole proceedings,
requiring no argument to_convince them of the absurdity of the exhibition; the
other set giving in their unhesitating belief, and refusing to listen to any argument

- or evidence which carried doubt. Does this imply that the latter remove the phe-
nomena from the province of reason, and arrange them under the head of faith in
the supernatural? This question suggests another: Is ““ faith” allowed a province
in the realm of physics, physic, and physiology —I am, etc., M.D.

pressure on the arm in making the rém]t?ory

GouTy THICKENING OF THE CorRPUS CAVERNOSUM.

M.D. 15 desirous of knowing what, in the experience of members of the British
Medical Association, is the most_effectual means of relieving that troublesome
affection mentioned by Sir James Paget as a gouty thickening and hardening of
portions of the fibrous sheath of the corpus cavernosum penis.

ey o o0 ADMIFISTRATION OF BICHLORIDE OF METHVLENE. = . . @
S1r,—(Jpuldyou, ar, of ¥ ers, kindly give me some information as to the
B e A ethyiench ke ahaWthetie? Should it be
admifistered hike gfm«:ﬂi, otiwith a spray, or-how? -Any esilightenment on this
painit will be gratefully received by yours, etc., - ! - ANESTHESIA.
Torquay, September 23rd, 1880.

MR. A. CLARK (Street).—The address of Messrs. H. and T. Kirby and Co. is 14,
‘Newman Street, Oxford Street, London, w.

N K Poor-LAW MEDICAL RELIEF.

SIR,—Let me inform the Committee appointed.at-Cambridge that there are two classes
of travellers in the drug trade. One class, the superior, wait on medical men. We
have -to pay more for our dru?s. The other travellers attend to the wants of
druggists, whom they sup%ly at lower rates.—I am, sir; yours obediently,

Pershore, September 25th, 1880. SamueL W. SMITH, M.D.

CoNTaGION FROM Frigs. =~ = . =

Str,—1It is a matter of common observation that an inevitable demic occurs
amongst our common house-flies at about this time every year. | A fungoid growth
of all covers the fly, and distends its body to an abnormal size ; and, the insect
becoming too weak to fly, fastens itself on to a window, wall, gas-pipe, or other
convenient support, and there dies. The fungus then contihues to spread, and
covers the adjacent window, etc., within a circle of about half an inch radius. It
would be of the greatest importance if we knew exactly what this disease or this
fungus consisted of, and what are its effects on' human beings. S
that some of our own épidemic di y S0 at this season, may be either
originated or, at'least, propagated by thismeans? The flies get into all sorts of
liquid and solid food, such as milk, butter, etc:; and, if they bear the germs of any
zymotic disease; it would most' certainly be communicated to us throngh this con-
inated medi . The danger can be avoided, or, at least, miitigated, by the use
of a piece of muslin, wetted with salt water to keep it moist, and thrown over every
jug of milk, every dish-of butter, pie, or meat that is not otherwise efficiently. pro-
tected from these scavengers. Even if there be no actual danger from t_hxs source,
it is very nasty to have flies in our food ; and this alone should be a sufficient reason
for adopting the simple remedy I have ventured to suggest,and which 1 constantly

use myself.—Yours obediently, Musca.

Dr. G. S: BrRADY will find the prescription to which he refers in the BriTisH MEDI-
cAL JourNAL for July 24th of this »yea'r, at the foot of page 157. N

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :—

Mr. Arthur Clark; Street; Mr. Conolly, Wood. Green; Mr. A, W. Dalby,
Torquay; Dr. F. P. Atkinson, Kingston-on-Thames; Dr. Thomas, Shefﬁeld;r
Dr. C. T. Williams, London ; Mr. Talfourd Ely, London ; Mr. Eastes, London;
Dr. F. Taylor, London ; Professor Bentley, London; J. L.D.; Pr. ‘W. Thom-
son, Belgium ; E. J.; Our Edinburgh Correspondent ; Mr. H. Pthllpot, London;
Mr. G. S. Gamgee, Birmingham ; Dr. F. C. Turner, London; Sir C. Trevelyan,
Bart. ; Dr. J. M. Wilson, Doncaster ; Dr. E. T. Tibbits, Bradford; Mr. J. V.,
Solomon, Birmingham; Our Dublin Correspondent: Dr. Beatson, Glasgow ;
Mr. J. Buckenham, Cambridge; Mr. C. S. Ticehurst, Peterfield ; Mr. T. Walker,
‘Wakeﬁeld; Mr. W. Dickie, Dumfries; Mr. Holloway, Londoxf; Dr. R. N.
Ingle, Cambridge ; Dr. Percy Boulton, London; Dr. Wallace, Cardiff ; Mr. C.D.
Davis, London ; Dr. J. Wright, Madeira ; Dr. R. Bruce Low, Helmsley ; Dr. J.
Sinclair Coghill, Ventnor; Dr. A. G. Thomas, Newport; Dx:. A. H. Hassall,
Loridon ; Dr. E. A. Wright, Huddersfield; Dr. John McKendrick, Glagow; Dr.
S. W. Smith, Pershore; Mr. F. F. Moore, Somerset ; Mr. Thomas Leeds,
London; Dr. A. D. Leith Napier, Dunbar; Mr. Llewellyn Thomas, London ;
Dr. Fairlie Clarke, Southborough; Mr. Bellamy, London; Mr. Ernest
Buckell, Chichester: A. E., Lampeter; Dr. F. Barnes, London; Dr. Alfred
Wise, London ; Mr. Arthur Flint, Westgate-on-Sea ; Dr. George S. Brady, Sun-
derland; Dr. J. W. Hunt, Wolverhampton; Dr. Fernie, Great Malvern ;. Mr.
William Sedgwick, London; Mr. J. B. Ascher, Detroit; Mr. Herbert Lilley,
Parkhurst ; Dr. Horatio Donkin, London; Mr. Barkway, ‘Lavenham; Dr. J.
Magee Finny, Dublin, etc.

BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED,

Handbook ‘on the Diagnosis of Skin-Disease. By R. Liveing, M.D. London:
Longmans and Co. :

Anatomical Outlines. Parts 111 and 1v. London: Longmans, Green, and Co. 1880.

Disease of the Ear. By W. B. Dalby, M.D. Second Edition. London: J. and A.
Churchill. 1880. )

Scale of Charges for_Aqlvertiscments in the * British Medical Journal”.

Seven lines and under . . . . . who 3 6
Each additional line .. . . . . . . 0 0 4
A whole column . . . . . . « 115 O
A page .. . « 5 00

An averaie line contains eight words. . i
When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is made
on the above scale in the following proportions, beyend which no reduction can be

allowed. } .
For 6 insertions, a deduction of .. . . .. Y0 per cent.
5y I20r 13 4 M .. . o w20,
sy 26 ” 3 . . . . 25 1’

. . . .. 30
Adverti;gx%i.nts should be delivered, addressed to_the Manager, at the Office, not
later than Twelve o’Clock on the Wed;n‘ejsday pfrecedmg publication; and, if not paid
i hould be accompanie a reference. )
fml‘l’:tstt-h(;ﬂsilt:ne“bsrdz‘rls sh:nld bep::nade pi ble to Mr. Francis Fowke, at the West
Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts may be sent in postage stamps.
Apent for the Advertising Department in France: J. ASTIER, 67 Rue Caumar-

tin, Paris.
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Crown 8vo, with 184 Illustrations, ss.
THE BRAIN AS AN ORGAN
OF MIND.
By H. CHARLTON BASTIAN, M.D,, F.R.S

Professor of Pathological Anatomy and of (_lnmml
Medicine in University College,

Physician to University College Hospital and to the
National Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic.
‘It teems with new and suﬁxsnve ideas. . .Dr.

Bastian's volume is a_valuable and lnghly ongmal

contribution to the science with which it deals.”—

Athenanm.

‘“The diverse, complicated, and profound problems of
psychology and neurolo; with which it is engaged, have
never before been so fully, ably, and lucidly presented
to the general reader.”—Brain.

“‘ This work is the best book of its kind. It is full
and at the same time concise ; comprehensive, but con-
fined to a readable limit ; and though it deals with many
subtle subjects, it expounds them in a style which is
admirable for its clearness and simplicity..... LIt
will suppl?r a want which has been much felt by specxal-
ists as well as by general readers.”—Natnre.

C. KeGan PavL, & Co., Paternoster Square, London. |

Also, by the same Author, 8vo, 10s. 6d.,
ON PARALYSIS FROM BRAIN
DISEASE IN ITS COMMON

FORM.
MacamiLrax & Co., Bedford Street, London.
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