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CORRESPONDENTS are particularly requested by the Editor to observe
that comimunications relating to advertisements,, changes of address,
and other business matters, should be addressed to Mr. FRANC]S
Fowke, General Secretary and Manager, at thé Journal Office, 161,
Strand, London, and not to the Editor.

. THE GENERAL PRACTITIONER.

Sir,—Permit me a word with my confréres. The time is approaching when the
various branches of the British  Medical Association will commence their sessional
meetings. It is not improbable that even now many a hard-worked general practi-
tioner Is in the agonies of composition, labouring to evoke from the depths, or
shallows, of his consciousness some ideas which may be true, if not new, on the
stale subject of post partum hzmorrhage, or the yet staler subject of placenta
praevia. It is the misfortune of the family physician that he never seems able to
get beyond the discussion of some elementary fact in midwifery. Or if| in an evil
hour, he is tempted to try higher flights—such, for example, as the treatment of
Ppneumonia, or the differential diagnosis of it is with infinite labour, and a
l;esultgant sense of cerebral exhaustion, which effectually deter him from further

xertions.

. The approach of the winter session brings with it a sad foreboding of melancholy
llx‘stenmg to threadbare platitudes, and polite attention to profitless experiences.
How weary, flat, stale, and unproﬁtagle" is an ordinary meeting of a Branch
Association!” How tedious the orator; how listless the. audience ; how dull the
debaters! No wonder that the attendance is small ; that Smith is too busy to be
present, and that Brown instructs his wife to send an urgent message for him when
the pipes and coffee are coming to an end. Is it possi!ﬁe to-persuade the Ruperts
and the Pitts of medical debate to foreﬁo'the contemplation of their favourite sub-
Jects for a while, and to give a little of their attention to others, which, though less
Scientific in sound, have the advantage of being more novel and more immediately
interesting to the geneml practitioner?  The Association of the trade of a druggist
with the art of t e physician; the professional fees of the family doctor; the
establishment of private medical clubs, called provident dispensaries; these and

other like subjects demand immediate and serious consideration.
. The time has come for the settlement of the question, whether the family doctor
is to be a physician, or a tradesman with a medical qualification, Can he dare to
rest his claims for daily bread and social recognition on his knowledge and skill in
medicine, or must he still be a compounder of drugs and an apt manipulator of
bottles and sealing-wax? The highest class of general practitioners has already
answered this question, by bidding farewell to the shop, or, as it is more politely
Lermegl, t}ie surgery. It remains to be seen whether the rest will follow their wise
and dignified lead ; or whether the profession must be further subdivided into con-
sulting physicians, family physicians, and nondescript hybrids, who are neither
druggists nor doctors, but a very disagreeable mixture of both—neither fish, flesh,
fowl, nor good red herring. This subject, along with others, we may hope to see
discussed during the coming winter by many Branch Associations, but especially
by those of the metropolis. London, which affects a superior style of practice, and
displays a lofty kind of pity towards *‘ the country, you know”, seems to have a
monopoly of third- and fourth-rate practitioners. Nowhere else are you startled at
the corner of every street by a flaming_red lamp, and a house painted in humble
imitation of the nearest gin-palace. Nowhere else can you see numbers of shop-
windows all ablaze with “Advice gratis”, * Medicine, sixpence”, and other similar
advertisements expressive, of the fine taste of a portion of the medical profession.
“Things are done in all parts of the metropoliswhich country practitioners would be
ashamed to acknowledge. Let us hope ‘that the metropolitan Branches will soon
begin to display a little more regard for the dignity of their order,and strive to
bring up the methods of their practice to a level with the demands of modern times.
They have a fine opportunity of placing themselves at the head of a progressive
movement. Are they capable of a further stage of development ? or shall we see in
them a conspicuous example of retrograde metamorphosis ?—1I am, sir, yours fath-

EspriT DE CoRPS.

ully,
Muddleton Magwa, September 22nd, 1880.

s . THE UsE oF ESMARCH'S BANDAGE.
1R,—Might I be allowed to suggest that Esmarch’s bandage is not altogether an un-
mixed blessing. The arteries of the body (or the capillariesinto which they branch)
may be reﬁresented collectively by a tube of a certain diameter. Through that
tube it is the heart’s function to force a fixed amount of fluid. Encircle the thigh
witha tourniquet ; a femoral artery is compressed, the diameter of the collective tu%e
must be decreased ;. but blood remains in the limb, so that the quantity of fluid to be
propelled is proportionately diminished. Apply an Esmarch’s bandage and squeeze
the blood from a limb; a femoral artery is occluded, the diameter of the collective
tube is decreased, but there is no relative diminution in the quantity of fluid to be
driven through it. The heart’s labour is therefore increased. It is noticeable that,
in the case recounted in your columns last week, death occurred during the appli-
<ation of Esmarch’s bandage. The patient, notwithstanding his weak heart, had
ul.llaon two previous occasions taken chloroform without accident. Is it not possible
;; at, in the last instance, Esmarch’s bandage may have turned the scale? The
andage, when applied, squeezes blood from the smaller branches into the arterial
and venous trunks. Arterial tension is, therefore, immediately greatly increased,
and may prove too much for a faltering heart.—I am, yours truy s
Richmond Hill, Clifton, September zgth, 188o. GEORGE BupD (junior).

ENQUIRER (Erith).—1. Correctly addressed. 2. Mr. Holmes, or Dr. goseph Rogers;
or Mr. Allom, Secretary, Metropolitan Provident Association, Bedford Street,
Covent Garden. '

.. MounTaIN AsH.

$1r,—Your correspondent requiring information respecting ‘‘mountain ash” will find
a short account of its medicinal qualities, etc., in Gray’s Supplement to the Pharma-
copaia, as follows: Fraxinus Sylvestris; mountain ash, quicken, roan; fl. white ;
tree; mountainous woods; fruit astringent, dried and powdered makes a kind of
bread ; infusion acidulous ; seeds yield oil ; bark tans better than oak bark; flowers,
bark, and root !yleld fully as much hydrocyanic acid as that procurable from an
equal weight of cherry laurel leaves ; fruit yields malic acid.—I am, etc.,

168, Fulham Road, London, S.W., October sth, 1880.

Dr. M. A. PaLLEN.—The paper will appear in due course.

ADMINISTRATION OF BICHLORIDE OF METHYLENE.

S1r,—Your correspondent ‘‘ Anzsthesia” will find in Junker's apparatus—which is,
sa to speak, a combination of hand-spray and inhaler—a very easy and a most com-
fortable and efficient means for administering methylene bichloride. The instru-
ment may be obtained from any of the principal makers.—Yours obediently,

Hertford, October 4th, 1880, C. E. SHELLY, M.B.Cantab.

E. T. GREGORY.

e VACCINATION FOR CHRONIC EczEmA.

Str,—In your,issue of BEptember 25¢h, Mr. Edwatd Crickmay says that my “‘relation
of chronic eczema having been: removed by vaccination is nothing new”
Will Mr. Edward Crickmay kindly refer me to any papers that he or anyone else
has written on the subjéet? ' I have looked up all the authorities I have at hand,
but can find no mention of the proceeding ; and I can only say that it would have
saved me a good deal of anxiety if I had known before that this method of treat-
ment had been recommended. Judging, however, from the conversations I have
had with several medical men lately, and.from letters I have received on the sub-
ject, I am inclined to think that Mr. Edward Crickmay is wrong, and that the
relation of such cases is something new, and that vaccination as a cure for eczema
in children is only now brought out through the publicity you kindly gave my letter
in the JOURNAL of September 4th. Hebra does not mention such a method of cure,
and he especially condemns deriventia, under which head vaccination must come,
unless it is granted that the vaccine virus itself acts as a specific, which it can
hardly do, if Mr. Edward Crickmay has seen its beneficial effects in a variety of
skin-diseases. I feel quite sure that Mr. Edward Crickmay would confer a boon
on the profession if he would give some particulars of the cases of the ‘‘ number of
children” he remembers ‘“ in whom the practice was perfectly successful”, and also
of the “variety of chronic skin-diseases” in which he has *‘ frequently advised vac-
cination”.—Yours truly, CuarLes D. Hirr DRury, M.D.

3, Bucklersbury, E.C., October sth, 1880.

Dr. Davigs, Hillside House, Ebbw Vale, Glamorganshire, will find the information
which he desires as to cottage hospitals' in a work published by Mr. Burdett
(Churchill and Co.).

W. P. S. A. had better communicate with Dr. Buchanan at the Local Government
Board, where there is probably special experience in such a matter available.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from:— *

Dr. Leech, Manchester; Mr. W. J. Walsham, London; Dr. T. Churton, Leeds;
Dr. A. M. Buchanan, Glasgow ; Mr. R. Pye-Smith, Sheffield ; Dr. Burnet, Lon-
don ; Mr. B. May, Birmingham ; Mr. G. Eastes, London ; Dr. M. Skerritt, Clif-
ton; Dr. L. Armstrong, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Our Edinburgh Correspondent ;
Dr. Graham Brown, Edinburgh; Dr. R. L. Rutherford, Durham; Dr. Henry
Stedman, U.S.A.; Dr. W. Brown, Plymouth; Miss H. Richardson, Bristol; Mr.
Coppin, London ; Dr. T. E. Maclean, Cairo; Mr. A. W. Kempe, Exeter; Mr.
W. H. Walter, South Petherton; Mr. E.W. Alabone, London ; Dr. William Carr,
Glasgow ; Country Surgeon ; Mr. James Parette, Breconshire ; Dr. W. Williams,
Liverpool; Dr. W. B. Hadden, London ; Mr. G. F. Hodgson, Brighton; Mr. R.
W. Wilcox; Mr. R. P. Sampson, Weymouth; Dr. M. O. Coleman, Sur
biton; Dr. W. Mearns, Gateshead-on-Tyne ; Dr. J. M. Wilson, Doncaster ; Dr.
T. Laffan, Cashel; Messrs. E. Moses and Son, London; Mr. F. Sydney Smyth,
London ; Veritas ; Mr. W. Martindale, London ; Dr. Prosser James, London;
Our Dublin Correspondent; Dr. Campbell, Torquay; Mr. H. Nelson Hardy,
London; Our Glasgow Correspondent ; Mr. E. Nettleship, Merton ; Mr. G. P.
Atkinson, Pontefract; Mr. A. W. M. Robson, Leeds; Mr. T. Spencer Wells,
London; Mr. H. M. Davies, Warrington; Mr. F. F. Moore, Somerset; Mr.
Shirley F. Murphy, London ; Dr. Samelson, Manchester; Mr. J. Evans, Farn-
borough Station; Professor Rutherford, Edinburgh; Dr. Mahomed, London;
Mr. R. Torrance, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Dr. Warner, London ; Dr. D. Newman,
Glasgow; Dr. R. W. Foss, Stockton-on-Tees; Dr. Taylor, London; Dr. B. B.
Joll, St. Ives; Mr. Edwin Fenn, Dover; Dr. William Murrell, London ; Mr.
Holloway, London; Dr. John Cochrane, Edinburgh; etc.
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Scale of Charges for Advertisements in the ‘“ British Medical Journal”.
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Each additional line .. .. .. . .. . .. 0 0 4
A whole column . . . . . . .. T15 ©
A page .. . « 5 0 O
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