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DerecTs IN MepicaL EDUCATION.
Str,~The complaint of ‘A Young Practitioner”, that he is not familiar with the
commonest diseases, and that this is owing to his Iuvms observed diseases in hos-
itals only, is one very often made. It is also well founded. But the right remedy
?orthis ignorance is not that which ‘A Young Practitioner” suggests. All that
could possibly come of ** study with a general pr ioner bef i!ommg a medical
school” would be an unintelligent prescribing of eertain mixtures for certain gron
of symptoms. Explanation by his teacher would be of necessity made in words
having for him no ing, no y rep ion in his brain ; there would
no ““thing-pictures” revivable by the terms employed, unless, indeed, the practi-
tiohl:;rl t_md;.-;took, in some necessarily imperfect way, the functions of the medical
sc itself.
The true remedy is hit by your own suggestion in the article upon * Defects of
Medical Education”, that senior students should be encouraged to attend the out-
patient room, and to practise there all they have learned in the wards. At Leeds,

TAPE-WORM.

Sir,—Would some experienced member kindly suggest something for the following
case? A young woman, in fair health and anxious to get married, has been treated
at intervals over a period of three years by filix mas in powder and liquid extract,
kousso and koussein, ol. terebinth., la and pomeg d these in the
approved fashion, preceded and followed by purgatives. She has been at a hos.
pital, 2 public dispensary, and under various anate practitioners, and all to no
avail ; so that it would be much to the credit of our profession if something further
can be done for her relief.—Yours respectfully, MEGA.

S. B. (Witheridge).—Yes; excellent.

Sir,—In my observations on tricycles which appeared in your number of June roth,
1 omitted to mention that I will be happy to correspond with any gentleman wish-
ing further information.-—I am, yours truly, C. SterHENS.

Canongate House, Jedburgh, June roth, 1882,

E. H. B. R.—You had better consult your lawyer.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from:—
Dr. J. W. Moore, Dublin; Mr. S. Winter Fisher, Brighton; Mr. Walter Bailey,

we have discouraged the attendance of junior students in the medical out-
room, believing that nothing but mental confusion could result from early study
there ; and we have endeavoured to systematise their ward-study in such a way as
to make them able to take advantage of the out-patient room as a ‘‘final schoo!”.

The solution of problems in this department is Proposed as the last of the pro-
cess of their education. In their first term of hospital practice, they are taught
how to examine each organ by every possible means,

so as to detect any sign of
disorder therein; in their next term, they are taught how to discover the probable
nature of a disease (diagnosis) ; and 1n the third, they are taught more especially
than in the two preceding terms the causes of disease and the treatment of them.
The student who has followed this course will find very little difficulty in under-
standing and managing trivial disorders, if his knowledge of anatomy and physio-
logy and of the ord?uary causes of disease be tolerably complete. But both as to
these matters and as to drug-treatment, the student will have the assistance of his
teachers or seniors in the department.
A year or two with a sound medical practitioner after the course above described
has been passed through would be highly advantageous. This systematic course
realises the designs and r dations of the A ion Sub i on
Medical Education.—Yeours faithfully, .. T. Cuurron, M.D.,
Physician to the Leeds Infirmary.

. LATENT MIASMA. .

Stx,—Tradition tells us that in former times this neiihbcurhood was_infected with
ague and other fevers of a malarial nature. Now, however, since the Charnwood
Forest Enclosure Act, all the waste places having been incl i

d, and by d e,
etc., brought into culti , ague has a thing of the past; and under the
ﬁ“u?l.l& Health Acts, all other kinds of fever have b almost un} in this

1strict. '

During the past year, the Charnwood Forest Railway works having been com-
menced, and a long cutting being carried through what before the system of drain-
age was carricd out was a ““waste place”, known, I believe, about half a century
ago as “Sick Farm” (but now a fertile grass farm). The clay in this cutting is very
tenacious and cheesy in character, and is loaded with moisture. From this cutting

have had two cases of quotidian ague of a well marked type, both in men of
good health; one of the men worked in the cutting, the other on the top bank half
a mile from it. When the clay was being put on the bank, another case of the
same type occurred in a cutting two miles from the one in which the clay was im-
pregnated with decayed animaf and vegetable matter.

Thinking these facts may be intetesting,‘ishowing as they do that miasma may be
bottled up for half a century by surface-drainage and cultivation, and set free when
the subsoil is cut into, 1 send them for publication.—Yours faithfully,

L. WiLLiAm Donovan, L.R.C.P., Medical Officer of Health.
Whitwick, June 14th, 1882.

NoveL METHOD OF COMMITTING SUICIDE.
Dr. RoserT ELLioT (Carlisle) writes to us with reference to a case reported in the
JOuRNAL for May 27th,

page 835, in which Sarah Newman, a married woman,
fed 38, choked herself with a stocking in the Cork Hospital, He says that
the case is novel, but not unique. In Carlisle, seventeen years ago, at Crozier
Lodge, Fever Hospital, a similar suicide was committed by a spinster, aged 24,
as attested by Dr. P. M. Braidwood, now of Livergool and Birkenhead, who
at the time was house-surgeon to the Cumberland Infirmary, only about eighty

Prds off, so that the best of aid was promptly obtained. The following extract is
tom the Carlisle paper of the time. that d
t

“It d from the evid d was brought into the Fever

Hosirltaf on Saturday afternoon, ill of fever. No change was observed in her
until about 3 A,M. on'Monday, when the nurse heard her call out as though she
were choking, and saw d with her foteﬁnie‘rs in_her mouth, apparently
thrusting something down her throat, whilst something white, like the corner of
a pocket-handkerchief, was sticking out of her mouth. The nurse went to tak
hold of her hands, but, before she could do so, the handkerchief disappeared in
deceased’s mouth. _The nurse called out, and another nurse and a patient came
to her assistance.

_They held down deceased’s hands and looked intc her mouth,
but could see nothing, and in about five minutes more she died. Dr. Braidwood.
from the infirmary, i

T ry, stated that he d the body, and found the handkerchief
tightly wedged in_the throat, with about an inch in the mouth. A verdict was
returned to the effect that the woman ‘died from suffocation, caused by a hand-
kerchief in her throat’.”

. LATE PREGNANCY.
Si,—On lookmiqver some old Sapers the other day, 1 came across the fo llowing in
the Oracle, public advertiser, October 1gth, 1797. Births : Lately, Mrs- Geary, of
’s Yard, Westreinster, aged 49, of twins; who, with the mother, are likely to
do well. Mr. Geary, the father, is in the eighty-fourth year of his age.” is
struck me as interesting, on account of the ages of both father and mother.—1 am,
sir, your obedient servant, F. P. ATKINSON.
on-on-Thames.

CARRIER PIGEONS.

Str,~—1 trust to be able gradually to send birds to all my correspondents who have
g:s.hgdto my letter of last week. Finding it imp le to wer each letter
icdividually, will you kindly accord me space for this general acknowledgment of
each and'all?--Your obedient servant, GeorGge H. R. Dasss, M.D.

Shanklin, Isle of Wight, June 27th, 1882,

Winchester ; Mr. Litton Forbes, London; Dr. Murdoch Browne, Edinburgh;
M.R.C.P., Walworth; Money Office; Mr. George Eastes, London; Mr. J.
Ward, Sparkbrook; Dr. Power, Portsea; Mr. Alfred Charlton, Ashford; L.,
Dublin; Mr. J. C. Steele, London ; Member ; Dr. Parsons, Dover; Dr. G. H.
Philipson, Newcastle-upon-Tyne; Our Dublin Correspondent; Dr. Brittan,
Taliessin; Mr. G. D. Crowther, Manchester; Mr. Edgar W. Willett, London;
Dr. Dabbs, Shanklin; Our Glasgow Correspondent ; Mr. R. Richardson, West
Rosedale, Yorkshire; Mr. A. H. Benson, Dublin; Mr. Lawson Tait, Birming-
ham; Dr. E. J. Tilt, London; Mr. Nelson Hardy, London; Mr. Haydon White,
Nottingham ; Dr. Harkin, Belfast; Mr. W. Alpin, London; Dr. Burney Yeo,
London ; Mr. Alfred Hall, Tunbridge Wells; Mr. T. M. Stone, London; Miss
Robinson, Leeds; Messrs. Street Bros., London; Dr. Francesco Vallardi, Milan;
Mr. R. Ellis, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Mr. Wm. E. Dawson, Margate; Dr. Clipson
Wray, Skegness; Mr. P. R. Griffith, London; Mr. E. P. Hardey, Hull ; Mr.
Ed. Law, Sheffield; Mr. J. J. Reynolds, Stoke; Sir C. R. McGregor, Bart.,
London ; Mr. G. Buckston Browne, London ; Mr. T. R. Berkett, Eastbourne;
Messre. Baillitre, Tindall, and Cox, London; Mr. W. Watson Cheyne, London ;
Dr. H. D. Littlejohn, Edinburgh; Mr. Lewis Mackenzie, Tiverton; Miss
Ellen Willis, Armagh; Mr. Fred. E. Manby, Wolverhampton; Mr. De Berdt
Hovell, Clapton; Mr. J. Livy, Bolton; Dr. Maclean, Southampton; Mr. E. W.
Forster, Darlington; Mr. H. J. Hargrave, Aberdeen ; House-Surgeon, Durham ;
Dr. J. Mansurgh Palmer, Armagh; Dr. Sawyer, Birmingham ; Dr. Geo. John-
son, London ; Dr. Jacob, Dublin; Dr. J. Johnston, Bolton; Mr. R. F. Benham,
London; etc.
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