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MepicaL CERTIFICATES OF THE CAUSE OF DEATH.

Sir,—Your suggestions to students on this subject in your last number (page 142)
might be supplemented by pointing out the need of precision in_filling up the cer-
tificatesZof the cause of death. In these days of thorough training at the medical
schools, vague terms, such as blood-disease, bad leg, chill, cough, chest affection,
ill from birth, water, fits, tabes, should not be found in the death register. It may
be thought that certificates of this kind are found in out-of-the-way country dis-
tricts only. It isnotso; in cities and large towns, men with university degrees
are as slovenly as their more obscure brethren. Some of the teachers even at our
large medical schools set a bad example in this matter ; and, when an operation is
performed, no information is in many cases given as to whether it is for disease or
injury. Peritonitis, metritis, or pyamia is often returned with no statement as to
the primary cause—childbirth.

Can such certificates be given * to the best knowledge and belief” of the medical
attendant? Let us hope the inaccuracy is due rather to carelessness than to
ignorance. Medical officers of health especially should urge upon those practising
in their districts the importance of greater preciseness in returning causes of death.
—I am, sir, your obedient servant, GEORGE RENDLE.

AN ADVERTISEMENT.

Sir,—I observe in your last issue that ‘‘ A Member of the Bristol Branch” has been
good enough to interest himself in my affairs ; and, if he will give me his real name
and address (through you), I will endeavour to enlighten him generally (through
the columns of the JoURNAL) upon the subject in which he appears to be engaged.
But, if he should deem it wiser to remain incognito, he must pardon me for not
condescending to notice his communication, further than designating his attack
as cowardly, deceptive, and inconsistent; and, should I be fortunate enough to
discover who my assailant is, I shall be particularly interested in ascertaining and
scrutinising the standard of professional and social ethics up to which he professes
to teach and practise.

I have generally a reason for all that I do, say, or write ; and I believe that I
have a good one in connection with this, although it does not happen to be just
what your correspondent has chosen to impute.—1I am, sir, yours faithfully,

Clifton, August 1st, 1882. Joun Broom, M.D., etc.

CLINICAL THERMOMETERS.

Sir,—In reply to an inquiry lately made for information regarding clinical thermo-
meters, 1 would answer, that a_four-inch thermometer with indestructible index
and magnifying face, corrected at Kew, is, with two further improvements, all
that can be desired.

The improvements, which the manager of Messrs. Ferris's surgical instrument
department carried out for me some time ago, according to my instructions, are
these: to have one’s own name marked on the instrument instead of the seller’s,
and to have the corrections at Kew marked against the degrees. The benefit of
not having to look up these in a bundle of certificates is great. On the strength of
this latter suggestion, Messrs. Ferris soon afterwards advertised the Perfected
Thermometer.—I am, sir, faithfully yours,

CHaRLES STEELE, M.D., F.R.C.S.

TRICYCLES.

Sik,—In reply to Dr. Wallace, his calculations may be all very well as a theory, but
practical experience teaches me that I can ride from so to 70 miles per day, and
carry a reasonable amount of luggage, without much fatigue. Can he walk that
distance daily for a week, or ride a horse, without knocking both up? We have
records of two big rides, one consisting of 186 miles, and another of 156 miles, in
the twenty-four hours, the latter being done by a man over sixty years of age.
Dr. Wallace, in his calculations, has left out entirely the impetus acquired by the
machine itself. On a journey (if he were a rider, and I presume he is not), he
would find out, as I have done, that frequently only during about one-third part
of the journey is the machine propelled by his own power ; on the level, the mus-
cular exertion required is almost 7/, and on a decline it is absolutely »#//; the
body is resting. Hence it is left for the inclined part only of the road for real
work ; and here, again, if the hill be steep, the muscular power is saved, in that it
is varied by a dismount and a little pleasurable walk, pushing the machine, at a
little more exertion than is required to push a perambulator. On first riding, the
muscular strain is felt more than after a little practice. I remember, myself, during
my first rides I could not mount a single hill, except very slight inclines, without
feeling tired. Now, there are very few for which I care to dismount. Dr. Wallace

evidently is not aware that one of the oldest tricycles—the Devon—and one of the

latest—the Humber—adopt the vertical thrust ; but my experience is, that this is
only of use to a heavy rider, and that a slightly forward thrust is better for a light
weight, for here the rider gets great assistance for hill climbing from the resistance
against the saddle, the weight not being sufficient for propulsion on a fairly steep
hill.—I am, sir, yours truly, W. W. HARDWICKE.
P.S.—I am going to take a fortnight's holiday on the sth on my tricycle to

Derby, Burton, Tamworth, Kenilworth, Warwick, Stratford, Oxford, Newbury,

Salisbury, Bournemouth, Winchester, Chichester, Arundel, Worthing, to London;

and back to Rotherham by Bedford, Kettering, and Nottingham. If Dr. Wallace

will accompany me, I shall be very much pleased.

TAPE-WORM.

Sir,—I quite endorse Dr. Dick’s idea of the dose of oil of male fern. In the
Egyptian Soudan, where tapeworm is not by any means uncommon, I was accus-
tomed to administer two drachms, with a little mucilage and spirit of chloroform.
1 allowed the patient a full meal at noon, and a little bread and water at 5 or 6
P.M., and at g .M. he had the dose. Next morning, an hour or two before break-
fast, he took one ounce of castor-oil. This had the effect of expelling several
yards of the worm.—I am, sir, yours, etc.,

Sheffield, July 30th, 1882. Jostan Wirriams, L.R.C.P., etc.

Sir,—As there is no address with ‘“Omega’s” letter, in your issue of July 1st, I
would like to inform the writer that, if he will employ papaw, he will find_that,
in a few days, it will entirely melt the tapeworm, and it will pass away. Ihave
used it in several instances, and recommended it in many others. ~ Since first com-
mencing it with a dog two years since, I have not known the dog to be troubled
again, although I have the same in my possession.—Yours truly,

THoMAS CHRISTY.
AcCNE. l

Sir,—I cannot but think the attempt of Dr. Wray to class together masturbation
and acne as cause and effect most unphilosophical ; and, with our present state cf
knowledge on the etiology of this disease, wholg' unjustifiable. Now, however,
that the subject has been entered upon, it would be well, I think, for the satis-
faction of those specially concerned, that the op of the profe should be
had on this point. That the pernicious effects of masturbation upon the nervous

system may give rise to acne, is highly probable, and no doubt in some cases it
does do so; but this is very different hrom the sweeping assertion of Dr. Wray.
T_he cases of acne I have met with have been chiefly connecied, in females, with
disorder of the uterine functions, especially amenorrheea, in chlorotic or anzmic
subjects. In males, I know of no cause which I could at present call special—in
fact, I have always looked upon this as a disease of exhaustion, either vascular or
nervous. At the present time, however, I have a case under my observation, in
which there can be no doubt whatever about masturbation being the cause. This
person is also an occasional epileptic; and there is every reason to think that this
also has followed on the train of masturbation, as there is no neurotic family his

tory, and he had no fits till after puberty. On one occasion, at least, he had a
fit when masturbating, as the surroundings clearly showed. )

Seeing that masturbation is a very common failing among epileptics, imbecile
partial idiots, and other inmates of asylums, I cannot but think that the evidence
of the medical gentlemen connected with these establishments would be most
valuable in clearing up this point.

Speaking 4 priori, and in absence of some such evidence as this, confirming
Dr. Wray's statements, I cannot see why masturbation should give rise to acue,
in any greater extent than other pernicious effects on the nervous system—and
these are legion.—I am, etc., Joux S. Marx, M.D., C.M.

Manchester.
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