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TREATMENT OF NecTURNAL INCONTINENGE OF URINE. .
Sir,—Nitric acid with belladonna, after meals, twice daily. No schooling ; simple
diet ; attention to habits.—1 am, sir, yours obediently, ANOTHER MEMBER.

Has your correspondent ever tried benzoic acid (see Squire’s twelfth edition of
British Pharmacopeia, p. 6), for incontinence of urine ? If not, I would venture to
suggest the trial, either with or without belladonna. I have many times given it
with successful results ; and, when the too frequent micturition is put right, "then
leta s?chnine.and iron tonic follow, and the cure is complete. In children who
“‘wet the bed”, it is first-rate.—1I am, sir, yours respectfully,

46, Ann Street, Birmingham, December 12th, 1882. J. G. SprosToN.

STARTLED.—We should say that it is untrue; but our correspondent would, per-
haps, do well to communicate with the Chairman of the Medical Reform Com-
mittee, and explain precisely his doubts or difficulties.

LocaL Use oF TINCTURE OF PERCHLORIDE OF IRON.

Sir,~—In the recent correspondence in your columns respecting the local treatment
of erysipelas, no one, I think, has referred to the use of tincture of perchloride of
iron. Some years a%o at Guy’s, it was the custom to apply it in all cases of facial
erysipelas amongst the casualty patients. Next day, they generally returned much
improved, and anxious to have it ranplied. Two or three paintings, as a rule,
were sufficient to make the skin shrivel up, and resume its ordinary condition, in
much ‘the same way as Dr. Spender describes the tannin solution to act. The
iron, however, has one disadvantage, that of imparting to the skin a conspicuous
brown colour ; and, therefore, in this , the tannin may be preferred.

It should be borne in mind that much of the good effect may after all be due to
the rectified spirits of wine contained in both of these preparations, as well as in
the tincture of iodine which some of your correspondents have so strongly recom-
mended. The Medical Digest, I see, has severa{)references to the use of tincture
of iron in this disease; but, without the journals, I cannot. learn whether any of
these describe its local application.—Yours truly, GEORGE ABBOTT.

Tunbridge Wells.

A HospiTAL STUDENT is quite mistaken in the inference which he draws; such
persons are liable to be prosecuted.

A FeLrow (Liverpool).—Mr. Luther Holden resigned his seat as an Examiner at

the College of Surgeons, not.as a member of the Council. At present, there is no
death vacancy.

MepicaL CLuss.

Sir,—Can any member or reader:tell me of a suitable.and reliable club or society
that I can join, so that, in case of.illness, I may be drawinf even sufficient to
paK a locum tenens? If illness were now to. happen to me, I should run a great

risk of lesing my practice, and certainly those dependent on my labours would

starve. I have been anxiousl iting to see our medical club started, but I fear
that it is as far distant as ever. I inclose my card.—I am, sir, yours truly,
L.R.C.P.Edin.

A STAFF-SURGEON.—The late Sir James McGrigor, Bart., was allowed by his
sovereign to wear the Turkish Order of the Crescent for the part he bore in the

Egyptian campaign; he was three times elected Lord Rector of the University of
Aberdeen.

. SHIP-SURGEONS. .

Sir,—In reply to Mr. Allinson’s inquiry regarding_the Royal Mail Company's Ser-
vice, I would say that the duties of the surgeon on board one of their vessels are very
light. They consist in attending to any sick amongst the passengers and crew,
making a daily health-report to the captain, inspecting shy) daily with captain and
senior officers, and seeing generally to the sanitary condition of the ship. On
entering a port, the surgeon has to receive the * health-visit”, and report to the
medical officer of the port the condition of the passengers and crew, whether any
fever exist on board, or any death has occurred, at the same time handing him the
bill of health from the last port.

Practically, the surgeon has the greater part of every day to himself, and he
generally finds that he has too much leisure. The accommodation is good, the
surgeon always having a cabin to himself, which in most of the ships is spacious
amf conveniently fitted ; I am speaking of the West India Mail steamers. In the
cargo-boats, the cabin may not be quite so good, but still very fair. The chief

orts touched at by these ships are Bridgetown (Barbadoes), Jacmel, Kingstown
?Jamaica), Colon, Port Limon, Greytown, and St. Thomas. The time occupied
by the round voyage is about eight weeks. I shall be happy to supply Mr. Allin-
son with any further information I may possess, through Sle post, should he desire
it.—Yours faithfully, R. W, IsBELL, late éurgeon Royal West India Mail.

Hereford, December 18th, 1882.

INQUIRER writes : “* Will one of your correspondents kindly inform me how much
a surgeon is paid on the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company’s
steamers ? if they are required to provide their own instruments and uniform, or
are such things provided by the Company ? and what is the best way to set about
obtaining the appointment, etc. 2"

Nimrop.—The question is very difficult to answer, as other conditions than those
?f bare income have often to be considered. Twenty guineas would be a moderate
ee.
PASSING THE SOUND.
Sir,—May I ask you to be good enough to give me your advice in the following
case? A patient who has had as many children as her husband can well support,
is in a miserable state of mind from suspicion that she is again pregnant. So ter-
rified, indeed, is she that such is the case, that she ‘‘would rather drown herself”
than give birth to a living child, and has pleaded with me to produce abortion.
Her only symptom is absence of menstruation, which she has not seen for nearly
three months, and so it is impossible for me to say whether she is pregnant or
not. Out of respect to her feelings, I am. inclined to introduce the sound, and
explore the uterus; but, before doing so, will feel grateful by previously receiving
your advice as to what I ought to do.—Your obedient servant, L. L. D.
*.* We are not a little surprised at the question. If terror at the prospect of
bringing forth a living child, because a woman has as many children as herhusband
thinks he can afford to keep, could be for a moment admitted as a reason for pro-
voking, abortion, a very great encouragement to abominable and criminal practices
would ensue.. Our consultant would certainly not be justified on medical, ethical,
or legal grounds, in passing the sound where there is reason to suspect pregnancy,
even if the woman declare ‘“she would rather drown herself”{than have another
living child. That should have been a prior consideration.

DIFFICULTY OF PRODUCING AN/ESTHESIA.

Str,—If “ Rusticus” will refer to Holmes's System of Surgery, vol. v, page 489,
he will find Mr. Lister mentions a case in which he found it impossible to
anesthetise a patient for Mr. Syme. A similar case oocurred when I was house-
surgeon at the Huddersfield Infirmary, a few years ago. A middle-aged man
was brought in suffering from dislocation of the shoulder. Despite the repeated
efforts of the assistant: house-surgeon and myself, we were quite unable to bring
him under the influence of chloroform ; and ultimately, in despair, I gave it up,
and reduced the dislocation without it.. In this case, the drug was certainly not
at fault, and it must be regarded as due to an idiosyncracy on the part of the
patient, fortunately very rarely met with.—I am, faithfully yours,

EpwarD AkTHUR WRIGHT,: M.B.Edin.
Huddersfield, December 18th, 1882.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from:—

Dr. Kelly, Taunton; Mr. C. Palmer, Yarmouth ; Dr. Danford Thomas, London;
Dr. McKane, Spennymoor, Durham ; Dr. W. O. Markham, London; Mr. Wil-
loughby, London; LL.D.; Dr. Waters, Liverpool ; Dr. Stevenson, London;
Mr. A. Kebbell, Flaxton; Mr. W. Gibson, New York; Mr. E. Row, Devon-
port; Mr. R. McDougall, New South Wales; Mr. F. Shann, York; Our Aber-
deen Correspondent; Dr. Duffey, Dublin; Dr. Heron, London; Dr. Smith,
Pershore; Mr. A. E. Dodson, London; Mr. J. MacNab, Stirling; Hippo-
crates ; Dr. Collie, London; Dr. James Whitson, Glasgow ; Mr. F. S. Wills,
Chard: Mr. Simeon Snell, Sheffield ; Mr. C. E. Griffith, Glasgow ; Mr. P. Vin-
cent, Taunton; Mr. R. E. Power, Portsmouth; Dr. Ruata, Padua; Dr. W,
Smith, London; Mr. Philip Miall, Bradford; Dr. Goodhart, London; Mr.
"Montague Fearless, Demerara; Mr. D. C. Clarkson, Pateley Bridge; Dr.
Manson Fraser, London; Dr. Swale, Colchester; Mr. Charles Grimsby, St.
Asaph ; Mr. C. Brown, Northampton; Dr. A. Davidson, Liverpool; Messrs.
Wharton & Ford, London; Our Dublin Correspondent; Mr. James Bonar, Liver-
pool; Mr. R. Prosser White, Wigan; Mr. Frank Dethridge, London; Dr.
Collie, London ; Nimrod ; Dr. Carter, Liverpool ; M. J. A. Moirhaud, Brussels;
Mr. A. Comley Malley, Ludlow; Dr. De Burgh Birch, Barnard Castle; Dr.
W. H. Williams, Sherborne; Mr. G. Hopkins, London; Dr. Skene Keith,
Edinburgh ; Mr. J. A. Williams, Portsmeuth ; Dr. Waller, London; Mr. D. A.
O’Sullivar, Burnley ; Mr. John S. Wills, Thorncombe, Chard ; Mr. W. Howard
Cory,. Nailsea ; Dr. E. Rickards, Birmingham ; The Master and Wardens of
the Society of Apothecaries, London; Mr. F. O. Eaton, London; Mr. John
Holm, London; Dispenser; Medicus in Rure; Mr. R. Bryden, Uffculme ;
Dr. Joseph Rogers, London; Mr. Robert Rentzsch, London; Dr. Fairlie
Clarke, Southborough; A Member; M. O. H.; Dr. A. Vesey, Rostrevor ; Mr.
Donald Macrae, London; Mr. W. J. Craven, Broomhill, Sheffield; Mr. R. G.
Gornall, Manchester ; A Hospital Student ; Dr. George King, Calcutta; M. L.;
Mr. Case, London; Dr. Herbert Snow, London ; Dr. Wallace, Greenock ; Dr.
Lewis Hobson, York ; Dr. Huggard, London; Dr. Waters, Chester ; Dr. North-
cote Vinen, London; Mr. Geo. Abbott, Tunbridge Wells; Dr. Dempsey, Bel-
fast ; Mr. Ormsby, Dublin; Mr. Jabez Thomas, Swansea; Dr. H. Tonkins,
Manchester ; Dr. Taggart, Antrim ; Dr. Keywoith, Weilington, New Zealand ;
The Registrar-General, London ; Dr: Cosgrave, Dublin; Mrs. H. Richardson,
Bristel ; Mr. Chas. Grimsby, St. Asaph ; Dr. Steavenson, London ; Dr. James
Niven, Didsbury ; Dr. Russell, Carlisle ; etc.
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The Relative Mortality, after Amputations, of Large and Small Hospitals; and
the Influence of the Antiseptic (Listerian) System upon such Mortality. By
Hen. C. Bennett. Reprinted from the Journal of the Statistical Society, Sep-
tember 1882, London: J. and A. Churchill. 1832.

Speech and its Defects considered Physiologically, Pathologically, Historically,
and Remedially. By Samuel O. L. Potter, pM.A., M.D. Philadelphia: P,
Blakiston, Son, and Co. 1882.

Drink, and Strong Drink : a Series of Readings for Schools and Families. By
Benjamin Ward Richardson, M.D., LL.D., F.R.S. London and Glasgow :
William Collins, Sons, and Co., Limited.

1882.
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