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AN UNCOMFORTABLE POSITION.

B8rr,—The BRITISE MEDICAL JOURNAL of June 16th contained a letter from Mr.
Duggan of Castle Eden, complaining of the conduct of a neighbouring practi-
tioner in using hand-bills among his patients. My name appears on those
bills. As it is no light matter to have one's name associated with sueh prac-
tice, it is important that I announce publicly that my name was made use of
-without obtaini or even acquainting me with it. This can

ing my per
only be understood by stating the whole facts; and I crave your indulgence
‘for the necessary space.

‘Dr, Marr and Dr. Duggan are neighbours, and reside and practise st Castle
Bden, two or three miles from here, and are, it is hardly necessary to explain
not on the best terms with each other. Dr. Duggan, finding Castie Eden too
‘small a sphere for his energy, attempted to extend his practice in my direc-
tion ; and, obtaining an introduct by means of the union appointment,
issued handbills, addressed the workmen’s trads ion tings, and p
ally canvassed from door to door, soliciting the people to become his club-
patients, even when they were under my treatment. I forbear, from a sense
of professional propriety, to mention all the means adopted. Next, Dr. Marr
views this seeming success with a jealous eye, and also makes an onslaught in
the same district; and, following the ple of his neighbour, issues hand_
bills. Knowing that I am always willing to act for a neighbour in his
absence (for hitherto I have been courteous to both), he thinks there can be
no harm in mentioning this in his bill; but, from some strange form of
ethical blindness, does not see the necessity of intimating to me his intention
to issue hand-bills, and afford me an opportunity to object. Now, be it
remembered that this is still a rivalry between Dr. Duggan and Dr. Marr ; bug
the scene of battle is transferred from their own district to mine, to my
detriment ; for, although fighting with each other, they are at the same time
both fighting against me.

This full explanation will, I trust, be ample proof that I have no connection
-with the affair; and I have no doubt you will concur with me that the care_
less use of & name is a serious matter indeed. I make no comment on my tw,
neighbours; it is not for that purpose that I write.—I am, yours, etc.,

‘Wingate, co. Durham, July 12th, 1883. JAMES ARTHUR, L.R.C.8,, etc.

Mr. J. D. HamriLroN.—The particulars will be discussed at Liverpool, and
answered from time to time in the JOURNAL.

MxpICAL ETIQUETTE.
81R,—I should feel much obliged if you would kindly give your opinion on the
following points.

1. E. and F. both practise in the same town. During an illness of some
months’ duration, E. sends for F. to attend him, and sends his patients to F.
also. F. attends cases of midwifery, visits and supplies medicine, etc. No

ment is made about; fees.

2. An old patient of E.’s, who has not been attended by him for some
months before his (E.’s) illness, requests F. to attend on his own behalf.

3. Another patient (who 4as been seen by F. for E.), after E.’s recovery, has
smother illness. He requests F. to attend him. F. objects, having acted for
E. when ill, but the patient declines to return to E.; and says, if I, will not
attend him, he will call in another doctor. (a) Is he entitled to any of the
fees paid by patients? () Should F.doso? (c) What is F.’s proper course P—
—Yours truly, MuzMBER.

*.* In reply to query 1, we would quote the rulelaid down in the Code of
Medical Ethics, page 35: ** When, during sickness, afftiction, or absence from
home, a practitioner entrusts the care of his practice to a professional friend,
the latter should not make any charge to the former, or to the patients, for
his services, but should in all things be the locum tenens of the absentee. If,
however, the attendance be protracted, and the labour proportionate, a fitting
acknowledgment should, if circumstances admit, be made.” In the case of
F., we ider that the prolonged professional work, cost of medicines, etc.,
justly entitle to a liberal remuneration.

2. Btrictly speaking, F. would, in our opinion, be justified in taking charge
of the case; but, ere doing so, professional courtesy and true brotherly feeling
should induce him to call upon and explain to E. the attendant circum-
stances.

3. In declining to attend the patient, . acted judiciouslyand in strict
accordance with medico-ethical rules. At the same time, under the special
circumstances mentioned, no blame will attach to F. in accepting the respon-
sibility of the attendance, if, as advised in the preceding reply, he fully
explains the facts to E.

BEDSs.

BIR,—Your correspondent, ‘‘ Perplexed,” seems to give the preference to the
**gpiral spring,” or French bed. Allow me to say. that I consider these mat-
tresses, as made now, the most uncomfortable of all beds. Years ago, when
first introduced, they were flat and accommodated themselves easily to the
body. Now they are convex in the middle, and, as a rule, so hard that the
body is not accommodated, but turns from side to side, vainly seeking for
re] , until, at last, the sleeper wakes and finds himself on his baci;, in
which position alone can the body find repose on these hard and cone-spring
mattresses. .

The old ““sack” was, in my opinion, the most accommodating of all, but
this has gone out of fashion, and the nearest approach to it, and, perhaps, in
some respects, superior, is the ‘‘ woven wire,” which need not, as *‘ Per-
plexed” seems to think, ‘‘present a perfectly level surface,” as it can be
slackened or tightened at will. From its pliable nature, it must accommo-
date itself kindly to the body ; and while the ** spiral springs ” are constantly
g:ting uneven, and are, as .a rule, 8o in hotels, it is next to impossible for

woven-wire mattress even to.get out of order.~I am, sir, V{'om' obediently,
““ WovEN WIRE.”

ASTHMA.

SIR,—Can you, or any of the members of the Association, enlighten me upon
the subject of *“ Ling’s t cure ” for astl ? 1wish to know what
is the nature of the mo ts, and whether the treat t has p: d of
any real and permanent value to any one; and particularly whether it is of
such a character as to be beneficial, or even admissible, in a case of asthma
associated with valvular disease of the heart. Any inf tion on the subject
would be esteemed a great favour by—Yours truly,

Fern Bank, Rotherham. JNo. B. LyTH, M.R.C.S, ete.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :
8ir Charles W, Dilke, London ; Mr. Reginald Harrison, Liverpool ; Dr, Wilkes,
London ; The 8 tary of the Society of Arts; Dr. John Curnow, King’s
College ; Dr. B. G. Morison, London ; The Secretary of the Society for Relief
of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men; Mr. Henry Faulds, Glasgow ; Dr.
Collingridge, Greenwich; Dr. Robert Boxall, Cranleigh; Dr. W. R. Hug-
gard, London; Mr. Biddle, Kingston-on-Thames; Dr. Arthur E. Pownell,
Cherlton ; Mr. E. White Wallis, London ; Dr. Robert J. Ranston, London ;
Dr. C. J. White, Snodland, Rochester; Dr. R. Caton, Liverpool; M. de
‘Watteville, London ; Mr. F. Pollard, Liverpool ; Mr. D’Arcy Power, London ;
Mr. F. H. Vertue, S8outhwold; Mr. W. J. Love, Penge; Mr. Shirley F. Mur-
phy, London ; Dr. Imlach, Liverpool ; Mr. E. L. Freer, Birmingham ; Mr. J.
Arthur, Wingate ; Mr. William H. Battle, London ; Mr. W, T. Evans, Green-
wich; Dr. Macdonald, Liverpool; Dr. A. Emrys-Jones, Manchester ; Mr. T.
F. Raven, Broadstairs; Dr. Eade, Norwich; Mr. W. H. Bennett, London-
derry ; Mr. F. W. Lowndes, Liverpool; Dr. Hirschberg, Berlin; Mr. Edgar
Cruikshank, Peebles; Mr. W. Howells, Scarborough; Dr. A.-Haig, Grove
Park, Kent ; Mr. K. W. Watson, Budleigh Salterton; Mr, P. Best, Louth;
Mr. A. Paterson, Glasgow; .Mr. Arthur Kempe, Exeter; Mr. George Bt.
George, Lisburn; Mr. A. Barron, Liverpool ; Mr. R. Williams, Liverpool; Dr.
Sawyer, Birmingham ; Our Aberdeen Correspondent; Mr. Chauncy Puzey,
Liverpool ; Dr. W. Kitto Giddings, Calverley ; Mr. A. H. Young, Manchester;
Edward Sunderland, Bolton; Our Birmingham Correspondent; Dr. H.
A. Bicker, Christiania ; Mr. J. C. C. Bodley, London; Dr. Farquharson, M.P.,
London; Mr. A. MacLean, Leatherhead; Mr. W. Daly Moore, Fallowfield,
near Manchester; Mr. Hugh Norris, South Petherton; Mr. T. L. Walford,
Reading ; Dr. Styrap, Shrewsbury ; Dr. F. J. Sandford, Market Drayton; Mr.
G. de G. Griffith, Londen; Dr. Carter, Liverpool; Mr. L. Humphry,
Cambridge; Mr. John Spear, London ; Dr. Mortimer Granville, London ;
Mr. F. A. Hallsworth, Atherstone; Mr. H. Nelson Hardy, London; Dr. Fair-
lie Clarke, Bouthborough; Mr. W. G. Pedder, London; Dr. E. W. Hope,
Liverpool; Dr. C. Brooke Wolseley, Northwich; Our Edinburgh QOerre-
spondent ; Dr. Broadbent, Loudon; Mr. H. E. Allen, London ; Mr. W. H.
Tivort, Camberley ; Dr. E. Creswell Baber, Brighton; Dr. J. Hamilton Scott,
Camberley; Rus; Mr. J. W. Lax, Burslem; Dr. Tripe, London ; Dr. A, Ores-
well Rich, Liverpool; Dr.J. W. Ellis, Liverpool ; ' Dr. Owen, Liverpool; ‘Dr.
J. L. Andrew, Moseley, Manchester; Mr. E. White Wallis, London; Dr.
Grant Bey, Cairo; Dr. Mackie, Alexandria; Dr. Thin, London; Dr. Steele,
London; Mr. Richard Bryden, Collumpton ; Mr. Alex Wheeler, Darlington ;
Mr. W. Dunnett Spanton, Hanley; Mr. J. Vesey Fitzgerald, London; Mr.

Oded Lowsley, Reading ; Mr. W. D. Jefferson, Ripon; Mr. W. Bain, Henton
Chapel, Stoel{port 3 MrgJ . A. Daw, London; Mr. ﬁJ . Philpot, London ; Dr.
T. Carey Barlow, London; Mr. F. Fuller, West Brighton ; Mr. 8. Benton,
London ; Mr. A. Sydney Turner, Gloucester ; Dr. Herman, London; Mr:
Dr. L. Beckingsale, Chiswick; Archimedes, etc.

BOOKS, E1C., RECEIVED.

The Bastilles of England; or, the Lunacy Laws at Work. By Louisa Lowe.
Vol. 1. London: Crookenden and Co. 1883.

Hints to H hunters and Household By Ernest Turner. London: B. T.
Batsford. 1883.

The Mineral Waters of Aix les Bains and Marlioz; Practical Considerations om
their Action and Application. By Leon Blane, M.D., Paris. London: J.
and A. Churchill. 1833.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL".

Seven lines and under ... o s oo w20 3 6
Each additional line s se v w 0 0 2
A whole column ... e o o w 1 50
A page ... o w 5 00

An average line contains eigl;t words.
‘When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is
made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no redus-
tion can be allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of ... 10 per cent.
» 120r13 ,, » . 20
» 26 » » e v .. 25 »

» 5 » oo w30 el
For these terms, the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve months
‘rom date of first insertion.

7 Advertls{nfents should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at the Office.
not later than 'ﬁwellve o’cl}loclﬁ ;x;e the Wednegggyb precree?ing publication ; and, i
not paid for at the time, shou accompanied by a reference.

P&-Oﬂiee Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association,
at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts muy be sent in
postage stamps.



