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Sv;mui.‘ PEMPERATRE OF TOKQUAY.

ish to place on record the t:vqu 'gf the climate of Torquay. During

ortnight of Angast, ny two thermometers, slwed ced respectively 'in' the
- Hall " dining-ropm faeing m;ym, ! registered only a temperste heat.
‘"Fhe hottest days' were ‘Sunday é&dv Motiday, the 10tH ‘and:-1Tth, when' the
‘memturemss 0 709; on the and 12th, it was 68°. - On ‘thesd ‘days, the
-‘Hemt of the sun wih ‘tem) BY & cool sea-breeze. During the week énding
" August 3rd, thé'Yemperatiire vatied from 65° to 68° enly. ' - ot
"' Of course, the &lmost insular posjtion of’,[brq:ﬁy i the' cahse of the great
“equability which is the great ‘chiracteristic and ¢harm of its climate. The un-
thinking public too often imaginé that, because & place is' warmer in winter, it
must necessarily be hotter in summer. ,
.. I see by the papers that, oh some da'gs, London registered from 92°
Yo 96°; Hillington (Norfolk), 98°; York, 87°; Tun
"'tute on August 14th wad 66° at 10 a.m.—1 am, ete.,
H. STRANGWAYS HOUNSELL,
‘Woodlands, Torqunay.

M.D., M.R.C.P.Lond.

SPINAL CURVATURE.
81r,—It gave me much pleasure to listen to my friend Mr. Keetley's admirable
enunciation of his views of the pathology of lateral curvature at the Belfast
‘meeting ; and; although I could ndt altogether agree with him, the thanks of
the profession are due to him for the great amount of original thought which he
-has given to the subject.
.1 notice in your issue ot August 30th a letter from him, in which he chal-
- lenges anyone to produce ‘‘ a case of true scoliosis at g stage so early as to show
no signs of alteration in the bones.” This challenge, I think, is hardly likely to
be taken up, for it is only by an examination of the anterior surfaces of the
‘bodies of the vertebree, 'and their-articular processes, that any alteration’ could
be discovered in the early stage of the deformity, the deviation in the spinous
. processes being no indication as to the actual rotary-lateral abnormality of the
bones themselves.

I have met with several cases (principally in private practice, where attention
is usually attracted to any abnormslity earlier than in hospital cases), in which
a very slifht prominence of the upper dorsum %usual.ly the right) on rising from
the stooping position, and.a slight elevation of the shoulder of the same side,
have been, the only deviations observable, but without any bending at the angles
of the ribayin:which perfect symmetry has been restored by extension, and
rotary b:nd other exercises, combined with correction of faulty habits in stand-

ng, etc.

y far the majority of cases of scoliosis occur in young girls, and we invariably
have a history of standing at school, with the weight of t%e body resting on one °
leg, carrying children on one arm, etc. The cases of neuromimetic imitation
that I have met with havé occurred in older girls, from 15 to 25 ; they usually
attempt to simulate more extensive curvatures, but there is no prominence over
the ribs of either side ; and when the faulty position is rectified (which is imme-
diately done by extension), they ‘“flop ” back again to their original position, cn
the removal of the supgort. Ithink there would be little difficulty in diagnosing
such cases, by those who are in the habit of seeing spinal curvatures.

I fully believe that the deformity of the bones in true lateral curvatpre com-
mences almost immediately after the muscles have begun to act irregularly, but
I consider that such deformity is secondary, as in the bone-deformities of club-
foot, etc.; and I cannot but think that, though the opmrtuniﬁes are rare, it is
quite possible to recognise scoliosis before the bo formity has com d
—I remain, sir, yours obediently,

. Epwarp L. FREER
Honorary Surgeon Birmingham and Midland Orthopae&ic Hospital.
7, Newhall Street, Birmingham.

ARrMY MEDICAL OFFICERS AND DEGREES IN MEDICINE.

8ir,—Many letters have recently appeared in the BriTisE MEDICAL JOURNAL from
practitioners of some years’ standing who wish to obtain the degree of M.D. by

_ & modified examination particularly suited to their case. While fully endorsing
their views, may I ask why more facilities are not given to army medical officers
of ten or more years’ service for obtaining the said degree? ere are many

_ who, in their student career, have been prevented by circumstances from re-
giding for the usual period at an university to aruall.fy them for the degree.
. When these, as candidates for a commission (and -already holding a medical and

. & surgical diploma), presented themselves for examination before the Army
. Medical Boan}', they had to undergo & more searchingand prolonged professional
_ test than some of the universities require, lasting a week ; and afterwards,
having undergone a four months’ course in hygiene and sanitary science, includ-
ing practical analysesand microscopical investigations, they were again examined
before being finally admitted to the service. In my own case, although I had
not the so-called advantage of holding the M.D. degree, there were very many—
more than half—with that qualification. below me on the list of ful

! S1r,—The f'étzeﬁ*e)f ,’%\ é&nff

- ,doubt this notign obtains.

three years sige,.ge
“me it i’p’pears %’he’re"

bridge Wells. 80°; the tempera-"|-

" ~thing in this rega

BRS wersus, i T

/ ndent, »‘%‘ow! wotld 'lesd ‘dnb €6 Infer that

the obstetrician must either use ergot freely or the forceps frequently. No
; "gzly among medical men. Even.in the Obstetrical

0 'discnssion on the use of the forceps, held two or

Al dis quom, bers sdvanced the same view. To

5 another coursé—the rational and proper one—and that is,

g

to use neither freely.

M
i -1 " Yout'-cofrespond@it “ Foréeps” doés..hos state the proportion .of: cases in’

which he tisés the instruments, but f; we divide his 2,000 or more cases by ““ 500
- applications of Assalini’s.foreeps,” wa/get & ratie of 1 in 4. No wonder, then, he
uses ergot very sparingly. :'My own use-of that drug does not reach his three
-or four ounces. I hardly ever give it, even after delivery, and still my forceps
cages do not average 1 in 20. Lo '
.., Now what has been the outcome of my practice? Ihave satisfied myself,
after careful comparison of iny own results with that of various assistants, and
also of neighbouring practitionérs, that my record shows no greater mischief to
mother or child, and no greater loss of tiine or of blood. In support of this
statement, I may mention that, in attending ‘considerably over 2,000 cases, ex-
- tending over' ‘twelve 'years, T have only twice been out of bed all night, and I
have riot had' & eingle decided case of .post partum hsemorrhage. Ido not re-
member havisig ‘once been oalled after & delivery to stop a  bleeding. I do not
hold that'nothing ean; ornothing should, be done to expedite labour in ordinary
‘eases. Probably no do-nothing treatment of labour couldgive such results as
- I have claimed for myself ; and perhaps on another occasion I may say some-
I rd.—F am, etc., J. CHALMERS.
29, Keppel Street, London,

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :

Hygienic Laboratory, International Health Exhibition ; Dr. H. Campbell Pope,
London ; Mr. N. 8. Reynolds, Castle Donington ; Dr. Masterman, Stourport ;
Dr. W. Easby, Peterborough ; Dr. C. R. Illingwerth, Clayton-le-Moors; Dr.
Macdougall, Carlisle; Dr. D. W. Eshelby, Burbage; Our Edinburgh Cor-
respondent ; Mr. Francis Troup, Edinburgh ; Mr. Shirley Deakin, Allahabad,
India; Dr. Seaton, Notfingham; Our Berlin Correspondent; Mr. George
Eastes, London; Mr.' R. Simpson, Congleton, Cheshire; Messrs. Btown,
Gould, and Co., London; Mr. James Findlay, Hexham ; Mr. G. G. Dowse,
Manchester ; Mr. P. M. Kelty, Sutton Coldfield ; Dr. Huggard, London ; Mrs.
Barrett, Stockton-on-Tees ;, Dr. Arthur L. Evans, Chester ; Messrs. Widenmann
and Co., London ; Dr. William Graham, Middleton ; Dr. T. W. Hime, Brad-
ford ; Mr. W..J. 8ansbury, London; Mr. C. A. Corke, Shrewsbury; Dr. A.
Wahltuch, Manchester ; Mr. R. H. A. Hunter, Battersea ; Mr. Heather Bigg,
London ; Mr. Maunder, Bath ; Mr. James Shaw, Manchester; Dr. 8. Warren,
Hoylake ; Our Dublin Con'espondqnt; Mr. Spicer, London ; Messrs. Lyon
and Reynolds, Liverpool; Dr. J. Rogers, London; Mr. E. L. Ireer, Bir-
mingham ; Mrs. Bodger, Leighton Buzzard ; Mr. Mac Munn, Alderney ; Mr.
W. 8. Robertson, Port Said, Egypt; Mr. H. Claud Lisle, Nantwich ; Mr. M.
Hilbery, Westgate-on-Sea ; Dr. Styrap, Shrewsbury ; Mr. Partridge, Stroud;
Dr. More Madden, Dublin; Dr. Maciver, Edinburgh; Dr. Norman Kerr,
‘London ; Dr. H. De Tatham, Ahmednagar, India; Dr. Maekey, Brighton ;
Mr. Bernard Roth, London; Mr. Lister, London; Our Manchester Cor-
respondent ; Dr. Philipson, Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; Mrs. Everett, Sydenham ;
Mr. Arthur Roberts, Keighley; Dr. Macdonald, Liverpool; Dr. W. H.
Tayler, Anerley; Dr. Collins, Nottingham ; Dr. C. J. B. Williams, London ;
- Dr. Isambard Owen, London ; Dr. Ogston, Aberdeen ; Mr. W. Johnson Smith,
Greenwich ; Mr. J. C. Macimnullen, Auckland, New Zealand ; Mr. Henry C.
Martin, East Cosham, Hants; Dr. Grabham, Wellington, New Zealand ; Dr.
Haughton, Upper Norwood ; Mr. Henry Fox, Bristol ; Mr. 8. W. North, York ;
Mr. J. R. Morris, Swansea ; Dr. Tripe, London ; Mr. G. B. Batten, Cupar ; Dr.
Beck, Berne; Dr.. Willoughby, London; Mr. O. Withers, Nottingham ;
Dr. A. B. Cheves, Devonport ; Messrs. Palmer and Co., Londen; Miss A. E.
-'Staples, Belfast ; Mr.'T. Chant, South Hampstead ; Dr. J. Maunsell, Bath, etc.

candidates.

Now, if a medical officer wish to retire, and to adopt civil practice, he would
very naturally like to hold the degree of M.D., as being an extra recommendation
in the eyes of the public; but, as the regulations of the universities now stand,
he must generally forego the distinction, for he gets no credit whatever from
any of the university examininﬁgloams for the very rigid ordeal he was obliged
to undergo when entering the ical Department of the Army; and after ten
years’ service, the greater .of which may have. been on .foreign stations, a
man is not 8o well pre; to underfoj a miuute and theoretical examination as
he was in his student days. -Might I, therefore, suggest that a modified prac-
tical examination for the M.D. degree be instituted for the above by some of
the universities ?—Yours truly, _ Ww. X.

BRRATA.—In the JOURNAL of Augusi;‘ 235d, page %shnear mi?dle of column 1 (last
o 0 DUSY car.

title of paper in Seeti ic for ‘Fatal Ex-
‘eision” read ‘“Total Excision.”—P. 853, col. 2, line 18, for * Jeichmann
and Belrjeff,” read ¢‘ Teichmann and Belajefl.” Page 354, col. 1,

line 27, for ‘“lessen during,” read ‘“less endmuring. Page 353, col. 1, line 31
from Hottom, for ‘cricoid,” read * cirsoid.” Page 356, col. 2, line 22 from
bottom, for * presented; read ** perverted.” :

G. A, D M. would be obliged if a member of the Association would give him any
information as to practising in New Zealand : the best plece to which to go, and
‘how. to set about it.

T
W..J.'M. (Furvey).—To notice or to reply to the article would, in our opinion, be
only to give it undue prominence. '

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL."

Seven lines and under .. . . . .£ 8 6
Each additional line e e . . .. 00 4
A whole column .. . . . . . 115 0
Apsge .. . 500

An aveué; line contains e.l'ght words.
‘When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is
made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction

can be allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of .. . .. 10 per cent.
» 120118 ,, ” . . .- 20
” ” . .. . 2

”
. 52 " " . . .. 80
- For thess teri, the series must, in each case, bs completed within twelve months from
the dats of first ineertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at the Office, not
later than Twelve o'clock on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if not
paid forat the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Ofiice Ordets shionld be made-pagﬂﬂe to the British Medical Assoeiation,
at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts may be sent in
postage stamps. . . .



