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[Nov. 8, 1884, -

Tre RuaBr HospitaL o
ik, —My attention has been called to your article on * Small Country Hospitals *
in the JOURNAL for October 11th; and as there are some statcnients as to the
Rugby lnos‘vihl in it that are not quite correct, will you allow me, as architect
of the new hospital, to give you some of the reasons that induced Mr. and Mrs.
Wood to make their noble gift to the town, and also to give you a few figures to
prove my statcments?

You say ‘“that the committea had acquired a really good building, in which
there was space for thirty-tive beds.” e old hospital was situated in & back
street in the centre of the town, surrounded by workshops, cottages, gasworks,
ete. It contained only one room with any pretensions to be called a ward, con-
taining about %,020 cubic feet, and this room was used for eight or more pationts,
but only had room for tive beds if 1,500 cubic feet per bed were allowed. The

ing bed-space isted of seven low rooms, without any cross-ventila-
tion, containing 20,524 cubic feet, which, divided by 1,500, gives us nearly four.
teen beds, or, with the five in the ward, a total of nincteen in the building,
instead of thirty-five. This would leave only the most miserable dation
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forthe stafl, and, coupled with had sanitary arrangements, and the gemeral
situation of the building, was the principal reason that moved the founders to
make their otler, so that the good work that had been and was being done might
be continued under more favonrable circumstances. They gave ten acres of land
on the edge of the town, and built the new hospital to accommodate thirty-one
paticnts, allowing in the general wards over 1,500, and in the isolation-wards
2,000 cubic fect to each bed. The huilding is fitted with every modern con.
venience and labour-saving appliance ; and the cost, complete, including furni-
ture, will be about £560 per bed (not £1,000, as stated in your article). It is
manifestly unfair to reckon the value of the whole site in making this calcula.
tion, as four-tifths of it is let out for grazing, and is consequently income-
producing ; nor should the £10,000 cndowment be added for the purpose of
ascertaining the cost per bed, although both these items must be reckoned
when the gift to the town of Rugby is considered.—I am, yours faithfully,

8, Gray's Inn Square, W.C. HeNRY WiLsoN,

“\* Our authority for the cost of the new hospital at Rugby was the Lord.
Lientenant of the county, who, in his speech at the public opening of the
hospital in July, stated that “Mr. Wood had laid out something more than
thirty thousand pounds.” Lord Leigh did not distinguish between the cost of
the building and the site.  On the other point raised, we may have good reasons,
from a nedical point of view, or from that of public convenience, for not agree-
ing with an architect respecting the merits of a building which he has super-
seded; but we are assurcd that Mr. Wilson will agrce with us as to the duty
of the local public in efticiently maintaining the rehabilitated institution. At
present, the hospital contains a dozen patients.

Tur MepicaL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION.

Sir,—1I hope the medical profession, as o body, will condemn Dr. Struthers's
scheme for the medical preliminary examination, which has made a ridiculously
easy cxamination more easy still.

The idea of being able to pass an examination with so simple and few subjects
bit by bit is absurd. As it was, at the College of Preceptors, many boys of
twelve could have passed it with case. Last year, 1 knew men who, without
knowing any latin before, and with very little other education, passed it after
a few weeks' study. Now our examinatiun will be easier than that of the F.P.S.
gla\}g:;w or Edinburgh Preliminary, for they do insist on having two books of

uclid.

I knew & man go up to Scotland, and pass in English only ; the next time, he
cramined up and passed in Euclid ; the next time, in algebra and arithmetic ;
the fourth time in Latin ; and the fifth in chemistry. Counting mathematies as
one subject, he went up five times for four subjeets ; and this is what London ix
imitating. Alas, to what depths will the medical profession sink !—Yours obe-
diently, B. A.

PORTABLE ANTISEPTICS.

S1r,—Permit me to point out to your readers, and to your correspondent, Mr. T.
Ernest Hayward, that the solution of corrosive sublimate prepared in the man-
ner advocated in your issue of October 18th would contain not 1 in 860, but 1 in
875, the imperial pint or 20 ounces being the measure of 8,750 grains of water at
o0° Fahr. esuming & solution of the strength of 1in 1,000 to be required,
this result would be readily accomplished by theuse of 114 grains of corrosive
sublimate in each powder, instead of 10 grains; or, perhaps, better still, by the
use of the old-fashioned sal alembroth, made by dissolving equal weights of
corrosive sublimate and sal ammoniac in a small quantity of water, filtering and
crystallising.

his compound it freely soluble in water, and the use of 23 grains per pint
would at vmce furnish a solution of the required strength, namely, 1 in'1,000.—
Yours faithfully, ALFRED E. TANNER.

High Cross, Tottenham.

ERRATA.—In the JOURNAL of October 4th, p. 634, column 2, line 10, for ¢ three
hours,” read * twenty-four hours.” In the Jovrxar of October 11th. p. 698,
column 1, in the tirst paragraph of Dr. Douglas Powell’s paper on the Causative
Relations of Phthisis, the name * Dr. Macnamara” should be *¢ Dr, Mae Cormac.”
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A whole column .. . . . . e 116 0
A page .. .. . 500

An svené& iine contains e'ii;ht words.
‘When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is

made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond w! no reduction
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ments should be delivered, addressed to the Mmgﬁ;,.at the Office, not
later than Twelve o'clock on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if not
paid for at the time, should be accompanied by & reference.
Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medieal Association,
at the West Central Post-Officc, High Holborn. Small amounts may be sent in
postage stamps.



