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CONGENITAL DEFORMITIES.

Bir,—I have had recently two cases of congenital deformity, & description of
which may be of interest. Neither of the women expected or looked for any
aboormality. They were not of a nervous temperament, nor could they in any
way account for the cause of the deformity.

G., unmarried, was _confined, on September 8th, 18384, of a seven months’
dead male child. It had abscnce of the cervical vertebrie and oceipital bone ;
the skin of the face was continuous with that of the shoulders. In other re-
gpects, it was apparently well formed and hnlt,hy-lookilnng. The eyelids were
small and drawn tigbtly back ; they would not even permit covering the eyes,
which were very prominent.

Mrs. G., who had two healthy, well formed, living children, was confined, on
June 23rd this year, of a six months' dead male child. The left leg was absent ;
there was no cuticle over the abdomen, all the organs of which were visible
through a delicate membrane, which was continued over the placenta. The
umbilical cord was about half an inch in length. The scrotum was situated
farther back than usual, and by the side of it, in place of the absent leg, was a
tumour of the size and appearance of the scrotum. In other respects, the body
was well formed, and in good condition.

With the exception of slight defects in formation, these are the only two cases
I have met with whilst :ttendingbﬂve or six hundred births. Occasionally, &
mother has inquired of me at a birth whether the infant had a mark ngon it,
mentioning the part she had expected to have received the impression, when no
such defect existed ; at other times, when marks or blemishes have beeu dis-
covered, no mention was voluntarily made by the mother that she had been
alarmed at any time whilst pregnant ; although, upon inquiry, a fright she re-
ceived at some distant time might be mentioned by her. [have observed that,
when a woman has been alarmed, and it has impressed her that the child would
‘e marked, and it has actually been the case, the accident has always happened
between the third and fifth months of gestation. When (as sometimes happens)
deformity is hereditary, is it not rather a production of the same class of forma-
tioin):rft l.spl_:elciezs than maternal impression Y—I am, cte., J. I'. McMaHON.

ord.

STaTE MEDICINE AND THR RovAL COLLEGES OF PHYSICIANS AND BURGEONS.

Sir,—In the BriTisH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 19th, and 26th, SBurgeon-
Major Evatt, and Dr. Thomas Dolan, have raised very imgorunt. questions as
to the better organisation of the civil medical services,and the desirability of
special and higher medical education of medical officers connected therewith.
'lg:?; is, I think, 8 very important matter; and in view of the present move-
ment of the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons to obtain the power of
granting medical degrees, why should they not carry out to the fullest their
regal tities by constituting themselves a Royal or State University of Medicine,
which shall be the representative of our profession in the eyes of the nation and in
her councils? The first step in attaining such an end would be the institution
of a degree in State Medicine, such as D.8.M,, in addition to those which they
now have under consideration. No one could question, I think, the justifiability
of such a title, which embraces the subjects of hygiene, medical jurisprudence,
and the medico-legal aspccts of poverty,crime,and lunacy, based on & soun
knowledge of the social sciences, and general medicine.

The importance of such a step would not rest long before its significance
would be ap‘preci.ted by Parliament ; and the organisation of the medico-civil
service would, I think, soon follow the special qualification of medical men in
the above named subjects, and with it the increased political and social power
of the %mression. The study of State Medicine, which is now so disjointed,
would by the union of its component parts receive increased impetus ; the in-
timate relations of poverty, crime, and lunacy, their causes and power of
amelioration, would be more carefu\ly worked out; and by the institution of
&mper laboratories, the origin and mitiﬁntion of preventible diseases would be

veutigud with greater facility, and so also all other watters relating to
Public Health,

In such a scheme, gold medals for special merit to commemorate the labours
of Parkes and Taylor might well be associated. An university so constituted,
with the medical schools of London affiliated, would indeed be a Tenchin%
University of Medicinc, affording opportunitics for research and teaching equa
to those of other European capitals. At thc present time, all these matters
are in a state of alinost hopeless chaos. The medical officers of health, of
prisons, of asylums, and workhouses, while bent on studying their own de
ments, too often lose sight of the intimate relations of the others, on which so
much depends. The very unconnected nature of these services increases the
breach which sg:cm education and union would fill up.

There is now ly any social question on which medicine does not in some
way or other come to the front; and indeed, 8o great has becn its power for
good, in spite of its wants in organisation, that one must fecl that still greater
results must accrue to the community by its closer union to the 8tate. The
law may enact penalties for crime perpetrated, and make provisions for poverty
and lunacy existing, but it is the coming advent to power of medicine in the
councils of the nation to remove or ameliorate those conditions, those diseases
on which crime, poverty, and lunacy, so largely depend. To further this end
is, I think, a very high aim and well worthy to be associated with a movement
relating to the individual requirements of London students,as it is not only
for their own personal ad vantage, but is, I feel, for the benefit of the profession
and the whole community. To achieve such results the first steps must first
be taken, Now there scems to be an o%)ormnity for the first advance, and
that appears to me to be the thorough qualification of medical men, who devote
themselves to the various branches of the medico-civil service. Would not
the conferring in addition to the ordinary medical titles, the one also of Doctor
of Btate Medicine on those who embarkin the above services be 8 most im-

portant move ?—Your obedient servant, SPEs,
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