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INSTRUCTION IN HOSPITALS.

Ixn the list of hospitals where instruction is given, published in the BriTIsH-

« MEDICAL JOURNAL, page 556, et seq., the name of the Throat Hospital, Golden
. Square, London, was omitted.
e are informed that Mr. Startin has ceased to be a member of the staff of St.
John's Hospital for Diseases of the Skin.

THE EvoLUTION OF PATHOGENIC ORGANISMS.

Mgr. WiLLiam Svies, M.R.C.S. (Mexborough) writes : There are two rival theories
of the origin of zymotic disease : ome, that they have their birth in unsanitary
conditions to which their victims are exposed—the de movo theory—now little
accepted ; the other, that each case has its birth in the infective material left by

revious outbreaks, expressed in the formula ‘‘ omnis typhoidis € typhoide.”

oes not the bacterial theory of origin of this class of diseases provide an ex-
planation of the apparently anomalous cases which occur which cannot be ex-
plained by the above formula? If the infective material in each case is a
microzyme, one can imagine that it has a possibility of external life unconnected
with the human frame ; that it was originally, in' fact, a harmless creation or
development which, accidentally conveyed into the circulation, found there a
suitable soil for growth and development, and, by the theory of natural selec-
tion, of increased vigour. But that other microzymes of the same species re-
mained (and remain) as scanty growths sparsely scattered under less favourable
conditions, which may occasionally find accidental entry into the human
economy, as, in the first instance, must have been the case with the original
materies morbi. We find, then, that there is no specificity in zymotic disease ;
that the low forms of life causing it exist partly in, partly out of, the body;
that the body provides a soil of superior fertility, and that, therefore, the
microzymes in it flourish more, increase more rapidly, and are more numerous,
than 'those outside it; that, therefore, most outbreaks of zymotic disease
originate in the numerous and vigorous microzymes thrown off in the secretions
of previously diseased persons; but that a small number of cases are produced
by the accidental introduction of the weaker and less numerous external micro-
zymes, and are examples of the anomalous de novo origination of disease.

More numerous observations must be made on the life-history of microzymes,
their behaviour under a series of cultivations in unfavourable natural media, for
example, earth or water. Careful search must be made among media not in-
fected by thé bacteria of disease for growths resembling these microzymes
attenuated by cultivation in unfavourable environments.

PROTRACTED PREGNANCY.

MR. 8. W. WooLLETT (Southwold) writes: The following case is, I think, of in-
terest medico-legally, and I should be very glad to have the opinion of any
gentleman of the meciicalfrofession on it. -

A gir], aged 16, is stated to have repeatedly had connection with a mamn, the
last occasion being on the night of June 12th, 1885. Her menstruation had
ceased on June 10th, and since that date has not recurred. I was called to
visit her on the night of March 19th, 1886, having previously been engaged to
attend her in her confinement. I found the labour-pains strong and regular,
and the gatient was greatly troubled with vomiting. On examination per
vaginam, I discovered the os dilated to the size of a shilling, and I felt the
membranous bag tense and presenting. I saw her again on the next day. The
08 was then dilated to the size of a florin, but the pains were feeble, and the
vomiting had ceased. On March 2lst, the pains were entirely absent. On
March 22nd, milk had appeared in both breasts. For the next ten days or so, I
attended the patient daily. She suffered from int frontal headache, frequent
vomiting, haemongradge from the bowels, and abnormal temperature. On the
evening of April 23rd, she was confined naturally of a well developed female

child, unfortunately not weighed at the time. From June 12th, 1835 (the date

of the last admitted connection), to March 19th, 1886 (the date of the first sym-
gtoms of 1abour), an interval of 280 days took placé. From June 12th, 1885, to
pril 28rd, 1888 (the date of coafinement), an interval of 315 days took place.

Judging from the absence of menstruation, the attempt at labour on March 19th

(the normal date), the appearance of lactation three days later, and the excessive

disturbance of the patient’s system for the next month, is it possible for a

sexual connection taking place on June 12th, 1885, to result in the birth of a

child on April 23rd, 18867 :

Simpson has recorded cases of protraction, in which pregnancy extended 336,
382, 819, and 324 days after the cessation of the last menstrual period. Dr.
Meadows has mentioned a case that extended over ten months. Numerous
other instances have been recorded by well known obstetricians. Dr. Playfair
has, in his work on Midwifery, described two cases very similar to mine.

I think it is time that steps should be taken, not to fix the duration of preg-
nancy, but to relieve the mind ot the unprofessional public of the absurd notion
that protraction beyond a riﬁjd period of time is impossible. Is the human
race 8o distinct from all other species of living beings that separate laws
should be created for it? Itis a well admitted fact that cows and mares are
subject to protracted pregnancies ; why not women ?

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :
Mr. J. W. Axe, Newark ; Mr. R. H. 8. Carpenter, London; Dr. Alder Smith,
London ; Dr. Ker, Halesowen ; Mr. W. Pardoe, London; Mr. T. Cantrell,
London ; Mr. W. Armstrong, Manchester; Dr. C. Orton, Newcastle-under-
Lyme; Dr. C. T. Williams, London; Dr. J. J. Bailey, Marple; Mr. J. R.
Purdy, Oulton; Dr. C. D. G. Hailes, Clifton; Dr. H. Dalton, Harrogate ; Dr.
Keith, Aboyne, N.B. ; Mr. G. F. Henry, Bury 8t. Edmunds ; Mr. 8. J. Noake,
Halton ; Dr. C. F. Knight, Dublin; Mr. E. Howard, London ; Dr. Lindsay,
Belfast ; Mr. J. Lloyd-Roberts, Denbigh ; Our Manchester Correspondent ; Mr.
J. Oliver, London ; Dr. G. V. Poore, London ; Dr. J. C. Waddell, Longton,
Staffs. ; Mr. J. J. Powell, London ; Mr. R. Bradley, Bentham ; Dr. A. W. Edis,
London ; Mr. J. P, Stallard, Manchester ; Mr. W. Williams, Abergele ; Mr. W.
F. Menzies, Maidstone; Professor W. T. Gairdner, Glasgow; Mr. W. Berry,
Wigan; Mr. M. H. A. Jacobson, London ; Mr. G. M. Bluett, London; 8ir T.
Spencer Wells, London; Mr. J. M. Ryan, Colchester; Dr. H. Mackenzie,
‘Edinburgh ; Dr. W. Webb, Wirksworth ; Mr. W. Watson Cheyne, London ; Mr.
H. J. Jenkinson, Keswick ; Miss Isabel Thorne, London ; Dr. 8pender, Bath ;
Mr. C. H. Wells, London: Dr, A, Fox, London; Mr.’O. R. Travers, St. Léonard’s-

on-Sea ; Mr. J. B. Medland, London ; Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome and Co.,
London ; Dr. Maxwell, Woolwich; Dr. Mickle, London ; Dr. R. McDougall,
Glen Innis, N.S.W.; Mr. A. Carter, London'; Dr. W. D. Spanton, Hanley ;
Mr. W. Adams Frost, London ; Mr. W. V. Chester, Ramleh, Alexandria; Mr.
E. M. Rodwell, Norwich ; Mr. B. B. Le Tall, York; Mr, G. W. B. Calcott,
Oundle; Dr. Currie, Totnes; Mr. W. P. Hourigan, Freshford; Dr. 8. Deakin,
Bombay ; Mr. P. H. Pye-Smith, London ; Mr. A. C. Dutt, London ; The Sec-
retary of the Pathological Society, London; Mr. R. A. N. Pourys, London ;
Dr. - T. Stevenson, London ; Mr. W. W. Millard, Edinburgh ; Mr. A. Crespi,
Wimborne; Mr. A. T. Brand, Driffield ; Mr. H. J. Lange, Holloway ; Mr. Lou-
don, Coventry ; W. F. M. ; Mr. F. J. Tisdall, Liverpool ; Mr. J. Dixon, Dork-
ing; Dr. W. J. Simpson, Calcutta ; Mr. A. Duke, Dublin; Dr. W. Walter,
Manchester ; Mr. R. McBride, Gelford, co. Down ; Dr. J. J. Ridge, Enfield ;
Mr. T. J. Morrington, Brighton ; Dr. Biggan, Harlesden ; Mr. Vincent Jackson,
Wolverhampton ; Dr. J. E. Eylandt, Bournemouth ; Dr. T. Cranstoun Charles,
London ; Mr. G. E. Williamson, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Mrs. Britton, Harrogate ;
Dr. B. Anningson, Cambridge ; Mr. A. V. Griffiths, Henton; Dr. W. Strange,
Birmingham ; Mr. W. C. Clarkson, Pateley Bridge; Dr. M. W, C. Gori, Am-
sterdam ; Dr. J. Mortimer Granville, London ; The Secretary of the Middlesex
Hospital ; The Secretary of the Charing Cross Hospital; The Secretary of
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; Dr. Withers Moore, Brighton ; Dr. Buchanan
Klophel, Memphis, U.S. ; Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, London ; The Dean of 8t.
George's Hospital; The Secretary of St. Thomas's Hospital ; The Dean of
Westminster Hospital ; Dr. J. W. Hunt, London ; The Secretary of King's Col-
lege; Mr, J. O. Taylor, Luton; Mr.W. J. Tyson, Folkestone; Mr. A. Cooper Key,
London ; Mr. T. Churchill, Edinburgh; Dr. B. Chevallier, Ipswich; Dr. R.
Wade Savage, London ; Dr. T. T. Laffan, Cashel; Mr. G. Y. Eales, Torquay ;
Mr. E. C. Spicer, Truro ; Dr. J. G. Black, Harrogate ; Dr. E. FitzGerald, Folke-
stone ; Mr. H. G. S8haw, London ; Mr. G. Greene, Kilmore; Mr. J. Hamilton,
Glasgow ; Mr. J. Kitching, Mossel Bay, Cape Colony; Dr. J. Williams,
Sheffield ; Mr. T. Blair, Leeds; Mr. R. Wood, Driffield ; Mr. W. Eassie, Lon-
don ; Dr. Tatham, Salford ; Mr. R. Hagyard, Hull ; Dr. P. T. Duncan, Croydon;
Dr. Willoughby, London; Dr. W. Carter, Liverpool ; Messrs. J. and A.
Churchill, London ; Dr. R. G. Herbertson, New Cummock ; Mr. T. Edwards,
Harrold ; Mr. W. Stevenson, Shirehampton; Dr. W. Strange, Worcester ; Dr.
D. Thomas, London ; Mr. 8t. V. Mercier, London ; Dr. Davidson, Battle; The
Dean of the Medical Department of King’s College, London ; Mr. M. G. Biggs,
London ; Mr. W. R. D. Davies, Chelford ; Mr. J. H. Bridges, Wimbledon ; Mr.
G. Terry, Frome ; Dr. Scriven, Duffield ; Mr. A. F. Turner, Southampton ; Mr.
C. Gaine, Bath; Dr. D. Noel Paton, Edinburgh ; Dr. Watson, East Wemyss;
Mr. Munro Scott, London ; The Dean of Guy’s Hospital, etc.
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Clinical Manual for the Study of Medical Cases. Edited by James Finlayson,
M.D.' London : Smith, Elder and Co. 1886.
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A Manual of Diseases of the Nervous System. By W. R. Gowers, M.D. Vol. I.
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