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brain ; also there is an appendix of cases giving (shortly) particulars of clinical
ard post mortem observations in over forty cagses. I have a few reprints of this
article, and will be happy to forward a copy to any of your readers who are
interested in the subject.

MiIsTAKES IN DISPENSING.

Mg. J. EpwaRDs (unqualified assistant) North Wales, writes: There have ap-
peared in the BriTISH MEDICAL JOURNAL communications concerning the errors
made in dispensing, and attributing the same to us unqualified assistants. As
I cannot find any reason why one class of men should have to suffer for the
wrongs of another, I beg leave to say a few words on the subject.

The errors in dispensing have, as a rule, been made by young qualified assist-
ants, who, by the aid of their money, havegone straight from a grammar-school
to college, and have obtained a qualification, whilst their profession is only
known unto them as words are to a parrot. When such men come to the sur-
geries (which, I am sorry to say, is far too often) they are only a disgrace to
themselves and their employers, their M.B. and C.M. meaning no more than
care missing, and blunders made. The way they substitute one drug for another
is this. Breaking the neck of the liquor strychnine bottle, they pour the drug
into another, in which had previously been kept chloroform water, and finding
it too much trouble to scrape off that label, they stick the liquor strychnine
label on the chloroform water label, which, being naturally dry, absorbs the
liquid gam from the other, causingit in a few days to drop oft, leaving the
liquor strychnine labelled chloroform water, which will now be used as such.
That the art of dispensing is not acquired by reading books, and that a qualifi-
cation is, are two undeniable facts. Therefore, how can a qualification be the
point (‘;f distinction by which we are to find out a good and accurate dis-
penser

Again, if qualified assistants know all they ought tc know about surgery
duties, why should they advertise for situations with salary no object?” Is
it because they dislike money? No ; it is because they want to become the pos-
sessors of what is already possessed by the experienced unqualitied assistants.
What is a qualitication then? From what has been said in the JoURNaL, itisa
tail in which you are able to hide your head from every law. Act as youwill,
all the law can do to you isto nip off the tip of your tail, which, in a few weeks,
is to grow much longer than ever. But the poor unqualified assistant, owing
to the want of money to buy a tail, must sacrifice his head ; he must be sent to
prison.

1f there is one man to Le more responsible for his acts than another, it
is the qualiticd assistant; for he, wheu making a mistake, not only does harm
to his patient, but also throws a cloud of shame over the names of those who
were at one time his examiners.

To stop the errors in dispensing does not mean to do away with the unquali-
fied assistants, but to compel those sons of gentlemen to serve their time as ap-
prentices before they enter upon their professional studies, so that they may
know in the meantime the meaning of what they do read. Unqualified assist-
ants, I greatly hope that, at the sound of my trumpet, you will all come into
the field and fight for your rights as heroes. Let us remind those medical men
of now-a-days that are forgetting the head whilst admiring the tail of their pro-
fessional brothers ¢ that truth is straight, and judges crooked.”

LocaL MEeDIcAL DEFENCE FUND: SPURGIN 2. NICHOLSON.
Mr. CuARLES Harris (Whitehaven) writes : The following contributions have been
made towards this fund.

£ s doi £ sod.
T. F. Forster, Esq., Carlisle 0 10 6 | J. Macnab, Esq., Whitehaven 0 10 ¢
Dr. Lockie, Carlisle.. .. 1 1 01 J. B. Fisher, Esq., White-
Dr. Maclaren, Carlisle 100 haven . .. .11 0
Dr. Pearson, Maryport 1 1 0| Dr. Ablett, Whitehaven .. 1 1 0
Dr. Little, Maryport ... 11 0| Dr. J. A. Wotherspoon,
R. L. Clarke, Esq., Mary- Brampton .. .. .. 6
port .. .. .. .. 10 6 | T. W. Hudson, Esq., Bootle 010 ¢
G. J. Muriel, Iisq., White- R. F. Williamson, Esq., Pen-
haven .. .. ... 110 rith .. .. .. ..100
J. R. Irwin, Esq., White- P. B. Stoney, Esq., Millom 2 2 0
haven .. . .. 010 6| A. Macdonald, Esq., Kirk-
Dr. . F. I'Anson, White. oswald . .. ... 050
haven .. .. .. 1 1 0/ J.Lowe, Esq., Workington 1 1 0
Welb: ['Anson, Esq., White- W. Speirs, Esq., Cleator
haven .. .. .. 110 Moor.. . . . 10
J. F. Muir, Esq,, Whitehaven 0 10 6

Those gentlemen who have not yet subseribed towards this fund are carnestly
requested to do so immediately.

JOMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :
Dr. Turnbull Smith, Preston; Dr. John Barlow, Glasgow; Mr. Nicholas
Grattan, Cork ; Medicus ; Mr. J. Court, Chesterfield ; Mr. Alexander Howie,
‘Westbury, Salop; Dr. H. Tomkins, Leicester; A. B.; Dr. David Newman,
Glasgow ; Dr. C. R. Walker, Leytonstone ; Mr. W. A. Norry, London ; Mr.
Alfred Tilly, Kilburn ; The Secretary of the National Society for Aid to the
Sick and Wounded in War; Mr. Ralph Stockman, Edinburgh; Mr. E. .
Beaman, Ashton, Newton-le-Willows ; Mr. James Gilroy, Birmingham ; 3r. H.
L. Hoops, Eccles ; Mr. 8. A. Arkell, London; Dr. Hack Tuke, London ; Mr.
William Jags, Brighton; Mr. H. C. Taylor, Jersey; Dr. Thomas Laffan,
Cashel ; Dr. Edwards, London ; Mr. James Oliver, London; Mr. Henry T.
Butlin, London ; Mr. Lawson Tait, Birmingham ; Mr. J. F. M. Miles, Dingle,
Co. Kerry ; Dr. D. H. Cullimore, London ; Dr. W. W, Ireland, Prestonpans ;
Mr. Vincent Jackson, Wolverhampton ; Mr. James Startin, London; Dr. L.
Hepenstal Ormsby, Dublin; Mr. T. D. F. Evans, Weston-super-Mare ; Dr.
Joseph Rogers, London; The Secretary of the Milton Chemical Company,
Glasgow ; Messrs. Hooper and Co., London ; Dr. H. Bartlett, London ; Dr. A.
Miller, London ; Dr. Squire, London; Dr. Gover, London ; Dr. E. Rickards,
Birmingham ; Mr. Rees Morgan, Llandilo; Dr. J. 8. Belcher, Huddersfield ;
Mr. J. Dysart McCaw, Portglenone ; Dr. H. J. Ilott, Bromley ; Professor Stir-

ling, Manchester; Mr. W. H. M. Ingham, Patricroft; Dr. Joseph Griece,
Foggia, Italy ; Dr. F. A. Floyer, London ; Mr. 8t. John Gage Parsons, Bristol;
Mr. Arthur S. Taylor, Guy's Hospital ; Mr. A. H. Butcher, Birkenhead; Mr.
J. Hamilton, Glasgow ; Dr. Casper, Berlin; Dr. 8. H. Dawson, London ; Mr.
J. Headley Neale, Leicester ; Dr. C. Wells, London; Mr. A. Jackson, Shef-
field ; Dr. Markham Skerritt, Bristol ; Dr. Macdonald, Liverpool; Dr. A. Ren-
toul, Liverpool ; Mr. R. Harris, Southport; Sir W. Jenner, Bart., London ;
Mr. Dix, Hull ; Mr. W. F. Brook, Fareham ; Dr. J. W. Caley, Selby; Mr. L.
Booth, Durham; D. U. C.; Mr. 8. F. Murphy, London ; Mr. C. F. Rideal,
London ; Mr. T. Percival, Knottingley ; Mr. C. E. Szott, Twickenham ; Dr.
Heron, London ; Mr. T. Bryant, London; Dr. R. E. Carrington, London ; Mr.
W. Berry, Wigan; Dr. C. E. Gosling, Birmingham; Mr. G. Parsons, Amble-
side ; Mr. C. Harris, Whitehaven ; Dr, Hime, Bradford ; Sir B. W. Foster, Bir-
mingham ; Dr. G. G. Bantock, London; Mr. W. Thorn, London; Dr. W.
Donovan, Birmingham ; Mr. G. Burgess, Carn Brae; Mr. C. Cripps, Ciren-
cester ; Mr. G. M. Giles, Poona, India; Sir Edmund Lechmere, London ; Dr.
Campbell, Liverpool ; Dr. Maxwell, Woolwich; Mr. C. Roberts, London ; Dr.
W. J. Mackie, Locksley, Freshwater, Isle of Wight ; Dr. T. Oliver, Newcastle-
on-Tyne ; Mr. W.. Square, Plymouth ; Mr. F. A. Davey, Barkway ; Mr. Louis
M. Cordner, Aughnacloy, Co. Tyrone ; Mr. A. W. Nankivell, Chatham ; Dr. W.
Hunter, Edinburgh; E. W.; Mr. Simeon Snell, Shefficld ; Mr. A. D. Wells, Ply-
mouth ; Mr. W. McCracken, Ullapool, Rosshire; Mr. A. W. Mayo Robson,
Leeds ; Dr. Bernard O’Connor, London; Surgeon-Major Lush, Chaubuttin,
India ; Dr. E. Morris, Spalding; Dr. Bryant, London; Dr. B. Paulton, Ade-
laide, South Australia; Mr. R. L. Bayley, Stourbridge ; Dr. W. Woodward,
‘Worcester ; Mr. Philip Boobbyer, Nottingham ; Mr. Robertson, Edinburgh ; Mr.
J. H. Harris, Abertillery, Monmouthshire ; Mr. J. H. Murray, Kendal ; Mr.
G. Biggs, London; Dr. Willoughby, London; Mr. Gerard Smith, Upper
Clapton ; Mr. C. Farmer, Hexham ; The Secretary of the Royal College of Phy-
sicians, London ; Dr. S. Haynes, Malvern ; Mr. V. H. Fisher, Howden ; Mr. H.
Snow, London ; Dr. MacKendrick, Glasgow ; Dr. Payne, London ; Mr. Adams
Frost, London; Dr. J. Wallace, Greenock; Mr. T. Yoang, Bootle; Dr. Squire,
London ; Mr. F. H. W, Cottam, Manchester ; Mr. J. H. Easterbrook, London ; Dr.
Norman Kerr, London ; Mr. A. Freer, Stourbridge ; Messrs. Burgoyne, Bur-
bidges, and Co., London ; Mr. C. 8. Smith, London; Mr. C. H. Wise, Wal-
thamstow ; Dr. Gubb, London; Mr. Kenneth Millican, London; Mr. R. H.
Kinsey, Bedford ; Mr. H. Collins, London ; M.R.C.8.; Mr. W. F. Haslam,
Birmingham ; Mrs. Bree, Long Melford; Dr. W. Macvie, Bootle; Dr. J.
Kucher, New York ; Dr. Ralph Stockman, Edinburgh ; The Honorary Secre-
tary of Dr. Steeven’s Hospital, Dublin; Mr. Alfred Willett, London; Dr. F.

Willcocks, London; Professor A. Macalister, Cambridge; Professor G.
Buchanan, Glasgow ; Dr. J. A. Lycett, Wolverhampton ; Dr. Broom, Clifton ;
Dr. Hutchison, Glasgow; Mr. John Smith, Manchester ; Dr. T. Scoresby-
Jackson, Walthamstow; Mr. George Pearson, Halifax; Mr. Howard Lowe,
Glenalmond ; Dr. C Wells, London; Mr. D. C. B. Griftith, Brighton ; Dr.
Lindsay, Belfast; ; Mr. Johnson, Birmingham ; Mr. W. H. Spurgin, Maryport;
Dr. Mackey, Brighton ; Mr. E. Campbell, Carlow; Dr. Mackenzie, Glossop ;
Dr. Cullimore, London; Dr. H. Bennett, London ; Mr. J v ev, Great Yar-
mouth ; Mr. A. W, Robson, Birmingham ; Messrs. Down Brothers, i.... m;
Dr. Tatham, Salford; Mr. M. R. J. Behrendt, Burringham; Dr. Waters,
Chester ; Dr. R. Neale, London: Mr. J. Gilroy, London ; Mr. R. W. Philip
Edinburgh ; The Secretary of the Queen’s Hospital, Birmingham, ete.

BOOKS, rro.,, RECEIVED.

Practieal Pathology : an Introduction to the Practical Study of Morbid Anatomy
and Histology. By J. L. Steven, M.D. Glasgow :'James Maclehose and Sons.
1887.

Diseases of the Digestive Organs in Infancy and Childhood. By Louis Starr,
M.D. Edinburgh: Young J. Pentland. 1886.

SCALE: OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THL
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”

Seven lines and under - - - - -£0 8

Each additional line - - - - - 0 0 ¢4
A whole column .. - - - - - 1150
A page .. -500

An.;venge.l'ine contains eig.h.t word;

When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered,a discount is
made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction
can be allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction ot . lg per cent,

s 1201138 ,, ” - - - ”
” " ” - - - 25 "
1 52 1 » . .

- . . M

For these terms, the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve months from
the date of first insertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at the Office, not
later than noon on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if not paid for at
the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made %yable to the British Medical Association,
at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts may be paid in
postage-stampa, .



