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THE BINIODIDE OF MERCURY IN DIPBTHERIA.

Dg. C. R. ILLINGWORTH Wwrites : Dr. Watson, in addition to applying the biniodide
locally, should have used it internally, and I think he would then have cured
his patient much more rapidly.

As it is only quite recently that I have used the biniodide locally, I cannot
speak from experience of its use in diphtheria, but only in scarlatina. Of its
value when given internally for diphtheria, however, I have had sufficient proof;
and I notice that Dr. Ackley, of New York, confirms my report in the Mcdical
Record of & few months ago. 1 prescribe as-follows : B Sol. hydrarg. b.chlor.,
3vj ; potass. iodid. vel sodii iodid., 3ss; aq menth. pip. et syrup., ad. 3vj. Misce
et solve. 8. Cap. semiunciam secundis horis. I give iron and chlorate of
potash when the throat is clear of exudation ; but if the vital powers be at a
very low ebb, I see no objection to the giving of the biniodide of mercury, with
& slight excess of iodide of sodium or potassium, every two hours, alternating
with adose of iron every two hours. The disease could thus be combated and
the system fortified at one and the same time. This plan was suggested to me
by Dr. Ringwood, of Kells, who has adopted it in his treatment of scarlet fever
with marked success.

The amount of the biniodide which is precipitated from the ordinary solution
of the bichloride of mercury is so small that I would advise a solution of double
strength to be used for the purpose—a solution, that is, of cne grain to the
ounce. Two ounces of this solution would, of course, then require about two
grains of iodide of sodium for the precipitation of the biniodide for purposes of
local application.

: ForEIGN DEGREES.

BrusseLs writes : I do not think I am unnecessarily severe on the Editors of the
Medical Directory, as your correspondent ‘‘ M.D.Brux., M.R.C.P.Lond.,” says.
I was not a little astonished at being told by them that the mere production of
a diploma was no evidence ; whereas the diploma itself states that the graduate
has undergone the nccessary épreuves, and is signed by the ofticers of the Univer-
‘sity and by twelve é)rofessors of the Faculty of Medicine, whose signatures are
all verified by the Chief Magistrate ; that of the latter, agaiu, by the Minister of
Foreign Affairs ; and his, 'finally, by the British Consul at Brussels. Foreiga
diplomas may vary in their wording, but that of Brussels is unequivocal ; and I
think the Editors of the Directory committed a breach of tact and good manners
in mistrusting that, as well as in demanding the certificate of his own veracity
gpxil the graduate himself, and in disqualifying as referees those holding foreign

iplomas.

T agree with “M.D.Brux., M.R.C.P.Lond.,” that the Editors should do all in
their power to. ensure accuracy, but contend that the diploma in question is
evidence in itgelf, and that if they want to be assured of the truth of the
graduate’s own statements, it is nat to him that they should apply, but to any

. registered practitioners whom he may appoint as referees. I consider this the
¢ fair play” which your correspondent wishes to . sce, and not the humiliation

- which the present regulation implies.

OPERATIONS ON THE FOOT VIEWED FROM A MECHANICAL STANDPOINT.
MEssRS. M. MasTErRs AND SonNs (New Kent Road) write: Brigade-Surgeon
Godwin’s paper on the above subject—which appeared in the JOURNAL of -Sep-
- tember 17th—appears to us to have initiated a valuable and much-needed
inquiry, As the writer based his remarks mainly upon a quotation from Mr.
Bigg's work, we purposely avoided taking part in the discussion until the latter
gentleman had had au opportunity of replying. Permit us to say that we endor:e
every word of Mr, Bigg's letter, and our opinions are the result_of & practical

experience extending over nearly half a century. .

Brigade-Surgeon Godwin is in error, however, in saying that the mechanician
would tell a patient who has undergone Hey’s or Chopart’s operation that ‘* he
cannot give him an artificial foot.” We have fitted useful feet to hundreds of
such cases, and a-¢ now fitting a case of double amputation—both Chopart’s.

To our minds, the principal advantages of Syme's operation are : (1) the bear-
ing is just as good as the others; and (2) a good joint can be inserted without
making the appliance so bulky and cumbersome as is uravoidable in all cases
of Chopart’s or Hey’s. .

One other point in Brigade-Surgeon Godwin's paper requires comment. He
appears to think the expense of au appliance too great for any but the wealthy
to bear. We have made many hundreds of a cheap foot which is extensively
worn by the poorest ot the working classes, and we certainly think from our own
experience that this objection is groundless. For the very poor there are so
many charities founded for the purpose of providing these articles, thit nore
need go without; and where the mechanism is simple and materials good, tle
cost ot keeping in repair is almost nil.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :
Dr. G. H. Savage, London; Mr. H. R. Barnes, London; Mr. Walter G.
Spencer, Londoh; Dr. Robert Saundby (3), Birmingham ; Dr. A. T. Myers,
London ;'Dr. Railton, Manchester ; Mr.'Hillier Chittenden, Welwyn ; Mr. H. W.
Allingham, London ; Dr..P. T. Duncan, Croydon : Mr. C. H. Milburne, Hull;
Editor of the Lizerpool Journal of Cominerce; Dr. Cullimore, London ; Brigade-
Surgeon Brodie, Dublin ; Mr. C. H. White, Liverpool ; Dr. J. Oliver, London ;
Mr. T. W. 8hepherd, London; Mr. B. J. Baron, Clifton ; Mr. C. E. Abbott,
Braintree; Messrs. Cassell and Co., London ; Mr. C. Thorpe, Madras; Dr. T.
Crowther, Luddenden; Mr. A. Weightman, Edinburgh; Mr. W. Tinker,
Sonthampton ; J. Turner, M.B., Brentwood ; Dr. Higginson, Bangor; Dr. 8.
D. 8tilwell, London ; The Secretary of the New South Wales Branch of the
British Medical Association ; Dr. W. M. Wassen, Montrose ; Dr. Gubb, Lon-
don ; Messrs. F. Lipscombe, London ; Mr. A. W. Nankivell, Chatham ; Mr. W.
T. Jackman, London; Dr. Cresswell Baber, Brighton; Dr. J. Braithwaite,
Leeds; Dr. E. J. Edwardes, London; Mr. Blackett, London ; Mr. J. H. Chap-
man, Dublin; R.J. Fox, M.B., London ; Mr. T. J Jenckson, Limerick; Dr.
Houseman, Heywood ; Mr. A. H. Guest, Hulme; Dr. H. Habgood, Eastbourne;
Mr. Clarence Foster, Leeds ; Dr. A. Cordes, Geneva ; Dr. T. Oliver, Newcastle-
on-Tyne ; Mr. R. Aldridge, Yeovil; Mr. J.H. B. Pinchard, Taunton ; Dr. W.
A. Aikin, London ; Mr. J. Marshall, Lordon ; Dr. R. Vassie, Kirkcaldy ; Mr. R.
N. Pickering, Streatham ; Dr. J. Ruxton, Blackpool ; Dr. H. R. Greene, Cairo;
Dr. W. T. Boreham, Torquay; Dr. D. W. Williams, Liverpool; Mr. G. R.
Fraser, Wark-on-Tyne ; Dr. J. W. Moore, Dublin ; Dr. M. Coates, Streatham ;

Mr. F. Mason, Bath; Mr. M. Smale, London ; Dr. R. J. Scott, Bath; Dr.
8ykes, Mexborough ; Dr. J. Erskine, Glasgow ; Dr. R. W. Batten, Gloucester ;
Burgeon S, F. Clark, Dover; Mr. C. F. Richmond, Warrington ; Dr. Collier,
Great Yarmouth ; Dr, J. Lytle, Maghera ; Dr. D. 8. Moncrieff, Edinburgh ; Mr.
G. W. Sequeira, London; The Director-General of the Medical Department,
London; Mr. H. Bnrnes, London; Mr. A, A. Napper, Cranleigh; Mr. C.
Firmin-Cuthbert, Gloucester ; Dr. Holman, Reigate ; Mr. W. P. Terry, Win-
chester; Mr. J. F. Vince, Birmingham; Dr. M. Knight, Clones; Mr. J. E.
Cooney, London; Mr. Lawson Tait, Birmingham; Mr. G. Smith, Clifton; Dr.
A. Carpenter, Croydon ; Messrs, Arandel and Marshall, London ; Mr. D. 8.
Kennedy, Perth ; Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome and Co., London ; Our Liver-
pool Correspondent ; Dr. J. F. Sntherland, Glasgow ; Professor Simpson, Glas-
gow; Mr. Warwick Steele, Ealing; Mr. W. Arnold, Blisworth; Mr. J. H.
Walters, Reading; A. E. Morison, M.B., Hartlepool; Dr. Bagshawe, 8t.
Leorard’s-on-Sea ; Mr. W. H. Bennett, London ; Dr. W. Alexander, Streatham;
Mr. E. L. Burd, Shrewsbury ; Mr. W. Paine, Worthing ; Dr. N. Aldridge,
Southampton ; Dr. A. T. Longhurst, London ; Mr. J. Taylor, Ticehurst; Mr.
F. Moloney, Porlock ; Mr. J. Blair, Shotts ; Dr. 8. Ringer, London ; A Hos-
pital Secretary ; Mr. H. Dubois, Basses Pyrénées; Mr. Cantly Dawson,
Rawdon, Leeds ; Dr. Barnes, Carlisle ; Mr. T. P. Harvey, St. Leonard’s-on-Sea
Dr. Tatham, Salford ; Dr. T. D. 8avile, London ; Mr. S. E. M. Hoops, Rossett ;
Dr. Durdin, Great Bedwyn ; J. M. Barbour, M.B., London ; Dr. Gowers, Lon-
don; Dr. G. Andrew, Gravesend; Mr. T. Wingrave, London ; Dr. Griffiths,
London; Mr. E. E. Smith, Hyde; Mr. A. De Butts, London; Messrs.
Letts, London; Dr. Street, Westgate-on-Sea; Mr. F. G. Turner, London;
Dr. Brown, Bristol; Mr. R. A. Walden, London ; Mr. J. F. Little, London ;
Dr. L. J. Moore, Bingham, etc.
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SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”

8even lines and under.. - - - -£0 8 6
Each additional line .. - - - - 00 4
A whole column . - - . - 1156 0
A page . . . -500

An average line coulains seven words.

‘When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is

made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction
can be allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of.. . - 10 per cent.
s 120r13,, " . . - ”
” 2 " bE] hd hd hnd 25 ”
» 52 "

”» .. .. .o »

Special terms for occasional change of copy during series :

20 per cent. if not less than 26 pages be taken ) or their equivalent
25 N 52 » in half or
30 ”» 104 » quarter pages.

For these terms the serics must, in each case, be completed within twelve months from
the date of first insertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager at the Office, not

_later than noon on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if not paid for at

the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association,
at theWest Central Post-Office, High Holborn. B8mal) amounts may be paid in
restage-stamps.



