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manner. That this is not so now (principally biv' reason of Bigelow’s
method) is self-evident, and therefore it seems desirable that the word opera-
tion should be specially defined or qualified. Sir Henry Thompson’s substi-
Sute proposal of a weight limit seems to me objectionable, having rggard to
the ago of patients, for obviously what would constitute a stone in A. B.,
aged 3 years, might not do so in C. D., 5. )
A patient of mine, a very large man, passed a stone as big as an averaged
[ marble as far as the fossa navicularis, from whence I excised it. It
mever occurred to me to record the case even in my memory as one of stone
in the bladder, but, nevertheless, had such a calculus been retained in the
bladder of A. B.,and had I cut him for it. I should certainly, and I trust
justly, have done so: and yet, perhaps—I didn't weigh the stone—I sheuld

ve been precluded from go'mg 80 by a weight limit. Such a definition, I
may add further, would tend to operate very unfairly against Indian sur-
s;y. for a very great majority of the cases that are dealt with in the dispen-

es of that country occur in very young children, and where necessarily
the weight of the calcull is limited. N

On the other hand, if perfected mechanical contrivances enable surgeons
to wash out small stones from the bladder, it obviously would not tend to
enhance the value of surgical proccedings from any point of view, or of sur-
gloal statistics either, if they were recorded as cases of stone. It seems evi-

ent, therefore, that the old definition, which was very good as long as sur-
gical procedures were limited to lithotomy and Hthotrity, will not do now,
and that it has been rendered obsolete h{l itholapaxy.

As regards the new proposal of a weight limit, I think I have shown that
it is not comprehensive enough to include numerous cases of children, and the
question for the profession is, ** Can a better one be devised ?” Obviously, no
bard-and-fast line can be laid down, and the difficulty must always be great,
especially so, perhaps, for surgeons who are working up to the record of Frére
Jacques (5,000 cases) as to how they will classify their cases. Having nosuch
dificulty immediately before me, I would bey, instead of adopting the new
weight limit, to propose a modification of the old rule, and ins of using
the word operation in the old sense, so to qualify it as to exclude removal by
lgeci;l forceps and incision from the urethra, as was always the case, but also
the modern practice of washiag out by means of enlarged instruments. The
definition then of stone in the bladder would run thus: Any calculus forma-
tion retained in the bladder for the removal of which either lithotomy or
lithotrity was necessary. This, I think, would cover the ground until Bige-
low or some other surgeon still further simplifies the treatment of stone.

NITRITE OF ANYL IN CHLOROFORM SYNCOPE. Lo

DR. JAMES BRYDON (Hawick) writes : Possibly had this medicine’been used on
the Ratlent. who died after taking chloroform at Preston Infirmary the result
might have been different, but most probably not. Notwithstanding it has
all the prestige of Dr. Lauder Brunton’s recommendation. I have, after
many trials, found it nearly worthless. The first case I tried it in was one
of angina pectoris: and slthough it is said to be a sovereign remedy in such
eases, it afforded no relief. Several capsules were broken and inhaled. the
patient became livid and blue, but the angina was not relieved. Nitro-
glycerine seemed to have more effect, but the only lasting relief was obtained
by subcutaneous injections of morphine. I have used the capsules several
times in acute asthma, in cases of heart disease, but in none of them was the
result what I was led to expect. The old-fashioned remedies, spr. chloro-
formi, stramonium, and belladonna, were more effective. As far as my ex-
perience goes, it is just as inert in relieving heart spasms as the tincture of
perchloride of iron is in arresting an attack of erysipelas.

METHYLENE AS AN ANSSTIETIC.

DR. E. FIELD (Bath) writes: In his communication to the JOURNAL, July 28th,
Dr. Dudley Buxton refers to what he is pleased to describe as an ** astound-
ing” statement made by me in my letter a few weeks ago. It might be
supposed from this that there was a unanimity of opinion among chemists as
to the constitution of the liquid sold under the name of methylene, which I
have always been under the impression was by no means the case. In leav-
ing, therefore, the chemists to settle their differences, and in forming my
own opinion from the effect of the compound on the patient, I think most
impartial persons will not consider there is anything ** astounding.”

he mention of an ether inhaler in my letter was due only to a printer’s

error. I spoke of a perforated leather inhaler, which, of course, admits of
free dilution with air.

A WARNING.
WE are requested by Messrs. Waller and Gaitskell, surgeons, Sydenham, to
state that inquiry should be addressed to them before any engagement is
made to employ a person who may apply for appointment ‘as dispenser to a

medical man, producing as a testimonial a certificate as to character given by
Mr. Waller.

G1BSON AND WIFE v. JEFFRIES AND HILLS.
(See JouRNAL, May 26th, p. 1132.)
MR. C. B. KErTLEY (George Street, Hanover Square, W.) writes : Will you per-
mit me to once more to call attention to this most deserving case?” If only
5 percent. of the medical men who are every day in peril of a similar misfor-
tune to that which happened to Messrs. Jeffries and Hills, would subscribe
five shillings each, the balance required would be subseribed twiceover.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, ete., have been received from :
Dr. P. Sonsino, Pisa; F. A. Jackes, M.B., Leith; Mrs. Milner Fothergill,
London ; D. (Laurie, M.B., Kilmarnock; Dr. A. Cook, Cardiff; Dr. J. P.
Lewis, London ; Mr. F. Peregrine, London; Mr. J. Bellamy, London ; Mr.
W. Carden, Portsea; Messrs. Street and Co., London; Mr. T.J. Dighy,
London ; Dr. Maxwell, Woolwich; The Secretary of the Psychological Scc-
tion of the Annual Meeting, Glasgow ; Dr. Myers, London ; Prof. C. Roy,
Cambridge ; Dr. Shuttleworth, Lancaster; Mr. J. E. Ady, London; Dr. T.
T. Collins, London; Dr. A. Van der Veer, Albany, N.Y.; Messrs. Carr and
Co., Carlisle;; Dr. E. Walford, Cardiff; Dr. A. Smart, Bdinburgh; Dr.T. A.
B. Kane, Spennymoor; Mr. T. Holmes, London; Dr. Spencer Smyth,
Bournemouth ; Dr. Norman Xerr, London; The 8ecretary of the Univer-

sity of Glasgow; Mr. W. Robinson, Stanhope; Dr. B. Field, Bath; Dr.
Willoughby, London; Dr. Mumby, Portsmouth; Dr. Hoffmeister, Cowes ;
Dr. J. P. R. Jamison, Broughshane; Mr. J. Hogg, London; Mr. Edmund
Owen, London ; Mr. T. R. Collins, Harrogate ; Dr. A. Duke, Dublin; Dr. S.
W. Smith, Pershore; Mr. F. Lowndes, Liverpool ; Dr. J. J. Ridge, Enfield;
Mr. W. Johnson Smith, London ; Dr. J. McCaw, Belfast; Mr. W. C. Bull,
Sutherland ; Mr. R. M. Simon, Birmingham ; Mr. C. Hodson, Bishop Stort-
ford; Dr. Lush, Weymouth; Mr. Morris, Swansea; Mr. H. G. Stewart,
Dunbar; Dr. H. D. Littlejohn, Bdinburgh; Dr. F. H. Spencer, Exeter ; Mr.
J. Rhys, London ; Dr. Major Greenwood, London ; Dr. C. Norman, Dublin ;
Brigade-Surgeon F. P, Staples, Brighton ; Dr. T. R. Bailey, Bilston; Mr. J.
Rhodes, Glossop; The Proprietors of Bellagio, Bast Grinstead ; Mr. G. Mor-
gan, Brighton; Our N tle Correspondent; Dr. Gowers, London ; The
Secretary of the Hamilton Association; Our Paris Correspondent; Mr. W.
Thoyburn, Manchester; Dr. Edwardes, London ; Mr. W. Thomson, Dublin ;
Dr. Swallow, London ; Dr. G. Sims Woodhead, Edinburgh ; Mr. J. A. Feeny,
Mablethorpe; Dr. B. Naossop, London; Dr. J. Wiglesworth, Rainhill; Dr.
Macindre, Chelford ; Mr. W. Alexander, Tarland; Mr. E. Freund, Kirk-
caldy; Dr.J. Owen, London ; Dr. Tatham, Salford; Dr. P. A. Young, Edin-
burgh ; Dr. J. W. Moore, Dublin ; Our Liverpool Correspondent ; Dr. Tinley,
Whitby ; Mrs. Crisp, Keynsham ; The Secretary of the Metropolitan Provi-
dent Medical Association, London; Messrs. Romeike and Curtice, London;
Mr. A.J. Hawkins, London; Sir Walter Foster, M.P., Birmingham ; Mr.
H. Cocks, Shipham ; Miss E. Salt, London ; Mr. Wastell, Guildford ; Dr. W.
Robertson, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Dr. McCraith, Mitchelstown; Dr. J.
McGregor Robertson, Glasgow ; Mr. A. Corrie, Devonport ; Dr. J. W. Byers,
Belfast ; Mr. J. H. Clegg, Stockton-on-Tees ; Mr. C. B. Lockwood, London ;
Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome, and Co., London ; T. Jones, M.B., Eastbourne;
Dr. J. Brydon, Hawick; The Honorary Secretary of the Oxford Branch of
the British Medical Association, Oxford ; Mr. A. McCullock, Tarporley ; Mr.
A. A. Clarke, London; Mr.!J. Couldrey, Doncaster; E. H. Ezard, M.B.,
Edinburgh; Our Manchester Correspondent; Dr. Ronayne, Youghal; Mr.
W. J. Meharry, Belfast; Mr. T. Fuller, New Shoreham ; F. P. Nicholls, M.B.,
Oxford; Dr. A. Richmond, Paisley; Our Dublin Correspondent; Dr. S.
West, London; Dr. H. F. Oldham, Newton Heath; Mr. Adams Frost,
London; Dr. P. J. Cremen, Cork; Mr. H. E. Armstrong, Newcastle-on-
Tyne; Mr. G. P. Atkinson, Harrogate; Mr. C. Jessop, London; Mrs.
Turner, Poole ; Dr. H. Marcus, Paris; Dr. Thursfield, Shrewsbury; Mr. F.
R. Humphreys, London ; Dr. Robert Barnes, London; Mr. G. H. Thomas,
Winchester ; Mr. H. Downes, London; F. H. Barendt, M.B., Bootle-cum-
Linacre ; Our Vienna Correspondent, etc.

To CORRESPONDENTS.

OUER correspondents are reminded that prolixity is a great bar to publication,
and, with the constant pressure upon every department of the JOURNAL,
brevity of styleand i of stat t greatly facilitate early insertion.
We are compelled to return and hold over a great number of communications
chiefly by reason of their unnecessary length.

BOOKS, rrc., RECEIVED.

The Thermal Baths of Bath, with the Aix Massage and Natural Vapour Treat-
ment. London: Hamilton, Adams, and Co. Bath: Chas. Hallet. 1833.

A System of Obstetrics by American Authors. Edited by Barton Cooke Hirst,
M.D. Volume I. Edinburgh: Young J. Pentland. '1888.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”

Seven lines and under

. £20 3 8
Each additional line s P .. 00 4
A whole column ... s . 116 0
A page w 8500
An average line contains seven words.

When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is
made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond whlcimoreductlon
can be allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of s e 10 per cent.
.+ 120r13 ,, ”» . .o 2 .
*” ” »” e .en eee "
v 52 ” [ s .o ses 30 2

Special terms for occasional change of copy during series :

20 per cent. if not less than 26 pages be taken ) or their equivalent

25 " 53 " in half or

30 " 104 v quarter pages.
For these terms the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve monthe from
the date of first insertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Managera the Office,
not later than noon on the Wedneed:g greeedlng publication ; and, if not paid
for at the time. should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made ﬁysble to the British Medical Association,
at the West Central Post-Offic, High Holborn. Small amounts may be paid in
postage-stamps.

NoTticeE.—Advertisers are :equested to observe that it is contrary to the
Postal Regulations to receive at Post-Offices letters addressed to initials only.



