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NITRITE OF AMYL IN CHLOROFORM SYNCOPE.

DR. Jorx RUXTON (Blackpool) writes : It would be presumption on my part or
any other man’s to say whether nitrite of amyl would have saved any indi-
ual life without being present on the particular occasion, but I can gener-
ally and candidly affirm that I have fonnmt a most efficient agent in collapse
from inhalation of chloroform, as well as a very useful auxiliary when ad-
ministering the same in doubtful cases, proof of which could be corroborated
by several medical friends here. I havealso found it a ready and sometimes
very satisfactory remedy in cases of angina pectoris or extreme pain over the
cardiac region; and an attendant can admini it while one’s own hands
are preparing hypodermic, oral, or local remedies. Were I asked in what
olass of cases amyl was most likely to be useful, I should reply, in those
accompanied by extreme pallor of countenance. I have been in the habit of
using amyl for the past sixteen years, unsuccessfully at first in cases of
cholera, but have frequently since found it invaluable, ready in_its gpgliu's-
tion, quick in its action, though not infallible. I have used Martindale’s

preparation, and should be sorry to banish it from my emergency bag.

IRISH AND SCOTCH DIPLOMAS AND PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS.

ONE WHO Has BEEN BEFOOLED writes: At page 314 of the JOURNAL of August
11th I notice that Dr. Waters drew attention to the extraordinary rule which
prevents the late President of the Association (Dr. Banks) from becoming a
Ehysicia.n to the Liverpool Infirmary, because he did not possess a certain

nglish diploma. It would be interesting on this point to refer to the action
of certain members of Council (in the majority) in the Roval College of Sur-
feons in England. The regulations of the College say that Fellows of the

rish College are admissible to the Fellowship ad eundem of the English
College, ifthey conform to the by-laws and produce certain formal certificates
duly set torth. But these regulati ns do not say that tha admission shall be
by ballot, and after the Liish Fellow has taken the trouble to obtain the certi-
ficates required and made his application, he then finds the whole proceed-
ings were a complete farce, and that the majority of the Council make it a
rule to black-ball every Irish Fellow who applies, two only, I believe, having
been elected. It would be interesting to know what is the wording of the
Charter on the point, and if the Charter makes ad eundem admissions to the
Fellowship a mere matter of a quasi-club election, and if the Council are
acting within their rights in making the ad exnden admission a dead letter,
while retaining it in the regulations.

ENGLISH PRACTITIONERS IN SWITZERLAND.

DR.J. M. LupwiG (Pontresina) writes: In a letter published in No. 1434 of the
JOURNAL Messrs. Coester, hotel-keepers in Davos, say that the persecution of
the English doctors in the Ingadine was caused entirely by some Swiss
doctors who denounced them for illegal practice, with a view of getting alto-

ether rid of their competition, and that the Grosse Rath of Granbiinden
did not adopt the view of the Swiss medical profession, but granted the right
to practise to the English doctors, With these statements 1 beg to compare
the facts, which are as follows: One of the two English doctors concerned
lived in a place where he could not be in the way of any other practitioner,
and no Swiss medical man has ever denounced him for illegal practice or
complained of his competition. When the other English doctor first settled
down a petition was signed by all the resident Swiss doctors of St. Moritz,
Poutresina, Samaden, Zug, and Scanfs, asking our cuthorities to grant him
the permission to practise. None of these medical men have ever denounced
him ; on the contrary. they have refused to give evidence against him, and
when the question canie béfore the Grosse Rath, the only medical member of
this body was in favour of the English doctors as soon as'he knew the opinion
of his Engadine cu:f/rérw. The relations Letween the English and Swiss
medical men in the Engadine are therefore very good.

HYPODERMIC SYRINGES.

DR. ARTOUR HILL HASSALL (Lucerne) writes : I am glad to see that Mr. Serres
has, in the JOURNAL of August 25th, drawn attention to the manner in which
the graduation of hypodermic syringes varies. The subject is a very import-
ant one, and the need of greater care in the graduation of these instruments
urgent.

he divisions of the syringes of British manufacture should correspond
with the minim measure, but those ot foreign make are divided into deci-
grammes, or tenths of 1 gramme, so that each division in this case corve-
sponds to a minim and a hait of the Knglish scale. Now, I believe that a
very large proportion of the hypodermic syringes sold in England are of
foreign manufacture, and hence the difference poiuted out hy Mr. Serres
is partly accounted tor ; but no doubt other differences arise from want of
care.

1 have in my possession at. the present moment two hypodermic syringes,
both probably of foreign make. The divisions in one of these corresponds to
a minim and a haf, theten divisions representing no doubt one gramme. In
the other each division corresponds to two minims. Now, the strength of
the hypodermie solution of acctate of morphine of the British Pharmacopain
is 1 in 10, and the quantity of this to be used for injection ranges from 1 to »
minims.

Supposing, therefore. either of the above instruments were employed, in
the be ief that the divisions represented in each case a minim, and supposing
it were desired to iuject only 1 minims of the Pharmacopeeinl solution, the
actual quantity is. jected would be—aceording to which instrument was used
—& or 3 minims of that eolution, or, in the last case, double the quantity
desited.  In fact, a quantity of morphine would be injected which in
many cases would be highly dangerous, and in some might—and, indeed, I
may say would—prove tatal.

There is another point in the construction of these syringes which requires
cousideration, namely, the way in which the divisions are indicated. They
are usually marked on the stem of the piston, the numbers up to 10 com-
mencing from above downwards, but fometimes the divisions are marked on
the burrel.. When indieated on the piston the figures shonld commence at
the Lottom and not at the top, beeause in using the syringe one has to read
oif from below the number of minims injected, and this oiten leads to con-
fusion and mistakes. By far the best, and most accurate method is to show
the divisions on the barrel, each being indicated by a coloured figure, the
numbers in this case commencing at the top. The marking on the piston
readily lends itself to great irregularities. Hence is appears that there is
much need for the exercise of greater care in the manufacture of these

-Krlnges, the accuracy of which should be guaranteed by a certificate, as in
the case of clinical thermometers. ’
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Mr. Walter Basset, Bristol ; Dr. F. de Havilland Hall, London; Dr. Wahl-
tuch, Manchester; Mrs. H. E. Brown, Buxton ; Messrs. E. Jesurum and Co.,
Venice; Dr. W.J. Coliins, London; Mr. A. E. Vaughan, Crewe ; Mr. Wick-
ham Barnes, London; Dr. W. F. Murray, Forfar; Mr. W. Williams, Os-
westry ; Mr,J. W. R, Johnstone, Stirling; Sir Edmund Lechmere, London ;
Mr. W. R. H. Stewart, London ; Dr. David Little, Manchester; Mr. W. H.
Hargrove, York; E. R. Woodhouse, M.B., Stafford; Mr. W. G. Bower,
Leyland, Preston ; Dr. John RRobertson, Dumbarton ; Rev. H. B. Tristram,
Durham ; Dr. Owen Coleman, Surbiton ; Mr. G. E. Williamson, Newcastle-
on-Tyne; Pater Familias; Dr. C. Denison, Denver, Colorado; W.
Murray, M.B., Bristol; Mr. E. H. Seccombe, London; Dr. W. B. Ban-
nerman, Madras; J. T.; Dr. A. B. Prowse, Clifton; Dr. Maguire,
London ; Pro Bono Publico; Surgeon Townsend, M.S.. Queenstown; Sur-
‘geon H. Todd, R.N.; Trafford Mitchell, M.B., Gorseinon, near Swansea ; Dr.
De Styrap, Shrewsbury ; Mr. G. N. Robins, Bourne ; Mr. Sprigyg, Hereford ;
Mr. R, Clement Lueas, London; Dr. W. Smyly, Dublin; Messrs. T. Christy
and Co., London ; Dr. James C. Howden, Montrose ; Dr. Wayland Chaffey,
Brighton; Dr. T. W. Hime, Bradford; Mrs. Browett, London; Dr. G.
Thin, London; Dr. Macan, Dublin; Mr. A. E. Barker, London; Our
Sheffield Correspondent; Dr. Wm. Hill, London; Dr. Francis Warner,
London ; Dr. Churton, Leeds; Mr. L. Phillips, Hove, Brighton; Mr. K.
Bellamy, London; Messrs. Krohne and Sesemann, London; Dr. J. Pirie,
Glasgow; Mr. C. E. Abbott, Braintree ; Mr. Leonard G. Peters, Gobowen ;
Dr. Bryars, West Hartlepool; Our Glasgow Correspondent ; Dr. Biddle,
Kingston-on-Thames ; Mr. T. F. Hugh Smith. Farningham; Dr. B. T.
Davies, Liverpool ; Mr. C. W. Thris, London ; Mr. E. F. 8. McKay, Tralee;
Mr. Lewis H. Brown, Standish; Dr. Tatham, Salford; Dr. F. C. Palmer,
Stroud ; Mr. B. A. Daniell, Aberavon; Dr. F. Willcocks, London; Dr.
R. Daniel, Peterstield; Mr. Robert Ruttle, Burnley; Mr. Matthew Car-
nelley, Ruddington; Messrs. Burroughs and Wellcome, London; Our
Liverpool Correspondent.; Dr. Sykes, Mexboro'; Miss Dibben, Bourne-
mouth; Messrs. Street. and Co., London ; Mr. R. C. Holt, Burnley ; Messrs.
De Hoghton and Co., London; J. H. Gray, M.B., London; Mr. Arthur
Jackson, Sheftield; Mr. J. C. Vaughan, Bradford; L.S.A.; Mr. J. H.
Griffin, London; Dr. W. M. Hayman, Winchester; Mr. J. J. Pitcairn,
London; Dr. S. Sloan, Glasgow; Mr. Marshall, Lamberhurst; Dr. W.
‘Wallace, Greenock ; Dr. James Erskine, Glasgow ; Dr. Louis Parkes, London;
Mr. L. W. Pead, London ; Dr. John Irving, Leytonstone; Dr. C. Theodore
Williams, London; Dr. Arthur Hill Hassall, Lucerne; *Dr. J. A. Philip,
Boulogne-sur-Mer; Dr. Carlo Ruata, Perugia ; Mr. T. Laffan, Cashel; Prin-
cipal Walley,\Edinburgh; Dr. R, Pollok, Polloksheilds; The War Office; Mr. A.
W. Russell, Glasgow; Mr. A. P. Arnold, Bishop Auckland ; Mr. F, Nettlefold,
London; H. Venables Palin, M.B., Wrexham ; Dr. John Barr, Blackburn;
Dr. J. Buchanan, Liverpool; Secretary of the Sanitary Institute, London;
Mr. J. Mcllroy, Port Glenone ; Mr. M. H. Feeny, London; Mr. J. G. Douglas
Kerr, Romford: A. Campbell Munro, M.B., South Shields; Dr. Pearson,
London; Dr. Scanes Spicer, London; Mr. J. P. Wilton, Gloucester; Mr. 1.
Jackson, London ; ete.

BOOKS, Erc., RECEIVED.

Léon-Petit, Dr. L'Hystérie Pulmonaire. O. Doin: Paris. 1888,

The Science and Art of Training. A Mandbook for Athletes. By Henry Hoole,
M.D.Lond. Trubner and Co., Ludgate Hill, 1885,
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