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THE LUNACY ACTS AMENDMENT ACT.

LETTERS from Mr. Cookson and * Old Member” no doubt represent the natural
disappointment of many at the outcome of the first case under Section 12 of
the Lunacy Acts Amendment Act. We doubt whether the strictures
expressed on the judge who tried the case by an * Old Member” are justified.
We dealt with the whole matter last week, and again this week, and it will
have further attention. There is no doubt that, even under the decision
referred to, the new Act is a great advance on the old state of thingsin
respect to the certifying of medical men.

SoME PoInNTS IN MEDICAL EDUCATION,

Dr. L. KipD, of: Enniskillen, calls attention to the high rate of failures at
the recent conjoint eximination in Dublin, more than half of those present-
ing themselves having been rejected. As this result cannot Le attributed to
the difficulty of the tests, the fault must lie with the candidates. The remedy
for this state of things is, according to Dr. Kidd, to be found in raising the
standard of preliminary education, and the extension of the course of study
to five years. The professional examination should also be made more strict.
1dle or incapable students should be stopped at the very outset of their
career, and if the General Medical Council proposes to make alterations in
the curriculum, it is to be hoped they will begin with the Preliminary Exa-
mination. Some of the subjects now ranking as *‘ professional,” such as
hotany, chemistry, and physics, might with advantage be included in the
Preliminary Examination. Every student should have finished with ana-
tomy, physiology, and materia medica at the end of his second year, and then
have three years for pathology and hospital work in all its special depart-
ments. Heshould serve as dressec¢ and clinical clerk for at least six months ;
the number of fever cases to be ‘‘ written up” should be increased. In this
way more practical knowledge and skill would be acquired than by a year’s
pupilage with a general practitioner whose practice could not afford the
same variety of work as a hospital. The out-patient work should be carried
on at a different hour from the indoor visits. In conclusion, Dr. Kidd thinks
the Dublin hospitals would be much improved if compulsory retirement after
twenty years’ service were introduced, and purchase of staff appointments
were abolished.

INCOME TAX ABATEMENTS.

THE INCOME TAX REPAYMENT AGENCY (25, Colville Terrace, London, W.)
write: The Thirty-second Report of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue,
just issued, again bears testimony to the success of our efforts in educating
taxpayers in the mode of claiming abatement when their income is under
£400. The report deals with the fiscal year ended March 31st 1888. During
that year the number of persons who got abatement was close upon 470,000,
an increase of 7,680 upon the previous year, which already showed an increase
0f 13,580 on the year before. We take credit to ourselves for the greater part
of this increase of upwards of 21,000 successful claimants in two years, for it
exactly coinci‘es with the appearance of Mr. Chapman’s book, Jncome Tazx ;
Hew to Get it Refunded, giving two successful claimants to each copy of the
book issued.

Passing from the number of claimants to the amount abated, we find in the
report that it was 52 millions sterling, an increase of more than £560,000 over
the previous year, which already showed an increase of £1,011,000 on the year
before, in all, considerably more than a million and a half in two years.

Nor is this all, for in 1887-8 close upon 24,000 persons got refunds amount-
ing to £103,000, whilst the previous year 23,000 got refunds amounting
to £106,000. The reason of the decrease in the amount being due to the
income tax being 7d. instead of 8d. The result of the allowance of £120 is
that nearly 500,000 persons obtain relief on nearly 56 millions sterling. Aless
satisfactory feature, and one which gainsays the statement that no extra
pressure has been put on the taxpayers, is that the gross assessments were
increased by nearly six millions and three quarters, and the net assessments
by more than four millions and a half; this probably because the previous
vear had shown a decrease of half a million in gross assessments, and nearly
four millions in net assessments. It was only by greatly increasing existing
assessments all round that such an enormous increase could be obtained in
1810 ba;d a year as 1887-8 when agricultural and trade depression was at its

eight.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :

Dr. G. E. Shuttleworth, Lancaster : Mr. E. Cresswell Baber, Brighton ; M.B.;
Mr. M. Smale, London; Dr. T. Williams, London ; Mr. B. May, Birming-
ham; Dr. D. C. McVail, Glasgow ; Messrs. Lynch and Co., London ; Messrs,
Blackie and Sons, London ; Mr. P. Giles, Brobury ; G. W. A. Lynch, M.B.,
London; Mr. G. Robinson, Bedford; H. W. F.; Mr. R. Bevan, I.ydd;
Dr. F. Marsh, Birmingham ; Mr. W. W. Wagstaffe, Sevenoaks; Mr. E. H.
Ryan-Tenison, Bexhill-on-Sea; Dr. C. Skinner, Harpurhey; Mr. M. J.
Halton, Leeds; Dr. C. J. Tabor, Carn Brea ; Mr. H. C. Burdett, London ; Dr.
J. A. Macdonald, Taunton; Dr. G. H. Kidd, Dublin; Dr. J. MacLintock,
Bradford ; Mr. C. T. Dent, London ; Dr. D. Hebra, Vienna; Dr. M. Skerritt,
Bristol; Dr. F. Payne, London; DIr. O. Wood, London; Messrs. Hildes-
heimer and Faulkner, London; Dr. D. R. Paterson, Cardiff; Mr. P.
Michelli, London ; Mr. J. Housley, Retford ; F.R.C.S.Ed.; Member; Dr. G.
A. Rae, Devonport; Our Newcastle Correspondent; Mr. H. Smith, North-
ampton ; Mrs. M. D. Askwith, Ramsgate ; Mr. P. B. Bentlif, Jersey; The
Secretary of the Northern Hospital, Liverpool; Mr. J. Baker, Buxton; Mr.
A. Wiglesworth, Liverpool; Mr. G. E. Bloxam, Neath; Mr. R. L. Caunter,
Bamwell ; Our Liverpool Correspondent ; Pyramids; Mr. E. Higgins-Evans,
London; Mr. T. P. Worthington, Blackpool; Our Paris Correspondent ;
Medical Staff ; Mr. W. V. Dixon, Wakefield ; Health ; Mr. Lawson Tait, Bir-
mingham ; Dr. R. T. Smith, London; Dr. J. Little, Dublin; Mr. J. H. Bat-
tersby, Rotherham; A. Ford, M.B., Waterford; Mr. P. Newell, Ipswich;
Our Birmingham Correspondent ; Mr. W. Marriott, London ; The Secretary
of the University of Cambridge; R. C. Benington, M.B., Newcastle-on-Tyne ;
Mr. J. F. Craig, Birmingham; Surgeon-Major H. Cookson, Salisbury ;
Medicus Hibernicus; Sir Thomas Crawford, Blackheath; Dr.J. A. Ander-
son, Lendon; Mr. F. Moore, Cavan; Inscius; Dr. J. M. Booth, Aberdeen ;

Mr. E. Stanmore Bishop, Manchester; Mr. E. Hurry Fenwick, London; Mr.
J. Gairdner, Crieff; Mr. Wm. Anderson, London ; Mr. C. E. R. Robbs,
Gravesend ; Dr. R. P. Smith, London; Mr. A. H. Benson, Dublin; Mr.
Adams Frost, London ; Dr. L. Tuckey, London ; Mr. D. T. Wylie, Streatham;
Dr. Turle, North Finchley; Mr. C. B. Lockwood, London; Dr. G.
Reid, Stafford; Sir E. Sieveking, London; Dr. J. W. Moore, Dublin;
Mr. A. J. McLean, Chatham ; Rev. F. Lawrence, York; Dr. F, E. Clarke,
Boyle; M.S.; Mr. R. R. Leeper, Glasnevin; Mr. H. Page, London;
Dr. L. Parkes, London; The Editor of PFiccadilly, London; Mr. W.
Towers-Smith, London ; Dr. T. Williams, London ; Mr. T. Corbett, Kingston-
on-Thames ; Mr. F. Ward, Sheffield; The President and Council of Uni-
versity College, London; Mr. F. N. Brown, Pirbright; Mr. W. Haughton,
London; Dr. Halliburton, London; Mr. R. W. Branthwaite, Rickmans-
worth ; Messrs. Ward, Lock and Co., London; Mr. A. M. Sheild, London;
Rev. H. P. Wright, Greatham; Dr. C. W. Hayward, Liverpool ; Lord
Balfour of Burleigh, London ; Dr. Abercrombie, London ; Dr. S. Saunders,
London ; Dr. T. Edridge-Green, London ; Professor Grainger Stewart, Edin-
burgh ; Mr. ,W. Thomson, Dublin; Mr. H. V. Dixon, Wakefield ; Mr. J. G..
Thomas, Aberdare; Mr. W. Inglis Mason, Sudbury; Mr. J. Macready,
London; Mr. W. F. Jebb, London; Mr. C. Macnamara, London; Dr. E. S.
Thompson, London ; Mr. R. Hicks, Ramsgate; An Old Member; Sir Joseph
Lister, Bart., London; Mr. R. Frogley, Homerton; E. Kingsbury, M.B.,
Blackpool ; The Secretary of the Sheffield Medico-Chrirurgical Society ; Dr.
Steele, London ; Mr. H. Fox, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Mr. T. Ryan, London ; Mr.
T. Jenner Verrall, Brighton ; Medicus ; Mr. H. B. Pullin-Burry, Liphook;
Dr. Adams, Liphook; Mr. E. J. E. Risk, Gravesend; Mr. F. B. Jones,
Leicester ; Dr. R. Morgan, Kinsale; Dr. Norman Kerr, London; Dr. F.
Smith, Cheltenham ; Major Christie, London ; Mr. A. Hope, London; Dr. J.
W. Lane, Milford Haven ; Mr. J. Hadley, London; Dr. T. C. Nesham, New-
castle-on-Tyne ; Mr. W, Digby, London; Messrs. Caldwell, Muir and Cald-
well, London ; Dr. C. R. Illingworth, Accrington ; Mesars. F. Ward and Co.,
Sheffield ; M.D.Brux.; Surgeon R. W. Barnes, Poona; Surgeon-Major R. D.
Hodson, Poona; Mr. R. Black, Brighton; Dr. F. H. Collier, Manchester;
Dr. Balding, Royston ; Professor Crookshank, London ; Regimental Medical
Ofticer; Dr. Willoughby, London; Mr. E. A. White, Wolverhampton;
Dr. Mickle, London ; Mr. A. A. Austin, Birmingham ; D. Carmichael, M.B.,
Peterhead ; Mr. T. Blair, Leeds; Mr. R. G. Patteson, Dublin; X. Y. Z.; Mr.
W. D. Wilkes, Salisbury; Messrs. Burns and Oates, London; Dr. G.
Herschell, London ; Dr. A. Ruffer, London ; Dr. Rentoul, Liverpool ; C. H.
Taylor, M.B., Derby ; Dr. F. Bateman, Norwich ; Dr. Edwardes, London ; Mr.
G. Davison, London; Messsrs. Macmillan and Co., London; Dr. Ruther-
foord, London ; Our Vienna Correspondent ; etc.

BOOKS, Erc., RECEIVED.

Physiology of Bodily Exercise. By Fernand Lagrange, M.D. London : Kegan
Paul, Trench and Co. 1889.

The Chemists and Druggists’ Diary for 1890.

Profitable Fruit-Growing. By John Wright, F.R.H.S. London: E. H. }May.

Modern Cyclopzdia of Universal Information. By Charles Annandale, M.A.,
LL.D.” London : Blackie and Son. 1890.

Messrs. Macmillan and Co.:

Tom Brown at Oxford. By the Author of Tom Brown's Schooldays.

The Rectory Children. By Mrs. Molesworth.

A Year with the Birds. By W. Warde Fowler.

The Manx Witch, and Other Poems. By T. E. Brown.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.”

Seven lines and under . £0 3 8
Tach additional line we 0 0 4
A whole column ... 115 0
A page 500

An average line coutains seven words.
When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ofdered, a discount is
made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction
can be allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of 10 per cent.
5 120113, ” 20,
» 26 »” » 25 s

» 02 " . ”
Special terms for occasional change of copy during series :
20 per cent. if not less than 26 pages be taken }or their equivalent
25 ” 52 ” in half or
30 " 104 ”» quarter pages.

For these terins the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve months from
the date of first insertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager at the Office,
not later than noon on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if not paid
for at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Oftice Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association
at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts may be paid in
postage-stamps.

Notrick.—Advertisers are requested to observe tha’ it is contrary to the
Postal Regulations to reccive at Post-Offices letters addressed to initials only.



