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describing as being unsuccessfully performed, in the absence of any proof to
the contrary, and the all but impossibility of the occurrence of the above
contingencies with the customary precision observed in making the incision,
and the blunt instrument afterwards lightly and skilfully used. And I con-
tend still further, as I did in my evidence—never reported—that I did not
see why this operation should not be revived, engaging as it does structures
80 much less vital than those obtained in the linear operations, to wit, with
some modifications, such as crushing the lens and extracting it piecemeal
—as is, I believe, sometimes done in the linear—and supersede those
operations.

We now know that much greater liberties can be taken with the peritoneum
than would have been probably dreamt of some years ago. And I do not see
why, with the incision slightly widened in the sclerotic. the lens could not
safely be extracted en bloc. The revival of one operation, not a whit less
important than the one under consideration, is well known, namely, the
high or suprapubic operation for stone, which had been superseded by an
operation introduced close upon a century ago by Cheselden, an illustrious
intellectual athlete in anatomy and surgery, and who scorned the difficulties
and dangers attending the lateral operation for lithotomy, which slight
modification held its sway for wellnigh a century, then to be contested
and reintroduced by Sir Henry Thompson, another veteran lateral
lithotomist, who has, I believe, in a comparatively short time, considerin,
the issue, carried the day without a dissentient voice, so that the hig
operation is again pro tanto un fait accompli and universally recognised and
practised—if I may now except that distinguised veteran lateral lithotomist,
Cadge, of Norwich.

ho knows but that the humble and persecuted Indian eye-doctor may
not.yet be the unwitting pioneer of an improved operation, to be still further
revived, with a success equal to Sir Henry Thompson, by eome veteran
English ophthalmic surgeon ?

It is quite true that I expressed my satisfaction with Abdulkrem’s opera-
tion, and certainly did give it as my opinion that he was a dexterous and
skilful operator,and for coolness, nerve, delicacy,and precision of manipulation
equal to any of the first operators of the day, most of whom I have witnessed.
In consequence of this I was subpenaed and again fully reiterated my former
opinion in evidence before the court.

Abdulkrem is qualified, and holds a diploma from the Lahore College,
which I have seen myself, and, until it is proved to the contrary, I havea
right to accept this as an incontrovertible fact, and it was on the strength of
this I went to witness the operation.

Your reference to the shovelful of burning cinders charm is absurd. It is
no charm at all, and is used as an aseptic, and a much superior one to car-
bolic spray from the amount of sulphur fumes evolved, which it goes without
saying is the best chemical antiseptic or germicide extant. The brickbat is
another exn%geration equally absurd. A piece of brick is simply put into
the fire and heated to a proper temperature, and then folded up in a doubled
piece of flannel and %Fplied round the eye to relieve pain and inflammation,
as recommended by Nettleship by the means of heated rolls of cotton-wool,
but, from its superiority in retaining heat, much better.

ERRATA.—In our last issue, p.iii of programme, for “J.C. McVail, M.D
F.I".P.S.G.,”. read “J. C. M‘Vail, M.D., D.P.H.Camb.”—The remarks made
by Dr. A. Hill Griffith, in the report of the meeting of the Manchester

edico-Ethical Association in the JOURNAL of December 14th, page 1375,
were incorrectly given. Dr. Griffith really said that the Secretary of the
Manchester Royal Eye Hospital, who entered every case, was fully em-
powered to make inquiry and refuse admission to such a case,
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