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‘““IN DARKEST AFRICA.”
Ix Mr. Stanley's book occurs the followin passage :—

‘¢ Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome and Co., of Snow Hill Buildings, London,
the well known chemists, furnished gratis nine beautiful chests replete with
every medicament necessary to combat the epidemic diseases peculiar to
Africa. Every drug was in ‘tabloids’ mixed with quick solvents ; every com-

rtment was well stocked with essentials for the doctor and surgeon.

othing was omitted, and we all owe a deep debt of gratitude to these
gentlemen, not only for the intrinsic value of these chests and excellent
medicines, but also for the personal selection of the best that London could
furnish, and the supervision of the packing by which means we were enabled
to transport them to Zambuya without damage.”

Surgeon Parke has personally informed usthatthe concentrated preparations
and tabloids retained their efficiency throughout the whole journey, and were
of the utmost value by reason of their efficiency and portability.

THE PROTECTION OF DIPLOMAS.

DRr. HuGHE Woops (Highgate) writes : Mr. Brodhurst, in his evidence before
the House of Lords Committee on Hospitals, expressed his opinion that no
distinguished men are excluded from hospital appointments in London by
the present exclusive rules. He gave as reasons for this opinion the state-
ment (according to the JOURNAL of June 28th) that the Fellowship of the
Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons is open to anyone, being a question only
of work and a certain amount of ability. He also said that the examinations
in London were by far the most severe. Mr. Brodhurst ought to be aware
that the present rules exclude all general practitioners from all hospital ap-
pointments in London. Does Mr, Brodhurst consider that no general prac-
titioners in London were *‘ distinguished men?” KEven in hospitals where
the ridiculous rule requiring the Membership of the College of Physicians
or the Fellowship of the College of Surgeons is not in force care is taken to
exclude general practitioners by forbidding the practice of midwifery, phar-
macy, or the like. The advantages of ‘‘specialism” are not so great that a
man need be forced into ‘‘ specialism” to qualify for a hospital post. There
could be no harm, at least, in his retaining some knowledge of subjects which
have to be studied in order to obtain a registrable degree. To obtain a post
as obstetric physician at most London hospitals the diploma of M.R.C.P.
Lond. is essential. Does the M.R.C.P. examination contemplate itself as a
test of acquaintance with midwifery? Yet a Master of Obstetric Art of
Dublin University is ineligible, while a Member of the College of Physicians
of London, whose training in midwifery may have been only the minimum re-
quisite to get on the Register, is a suitable candidate. The cost of obtaining the
M.R.C.P. or F.R.C.S. diplomas (£30 about), the time requisite for studying
the methods necessary to success at the examinations, the desirability (for
more reasons than one) of being known to be in a position to obtain a hospi-
tal appointment, in case the diploma should be granted, the innumerable
certificates required, or the disabilities involved, are a few of the trifling diffi-
culties which Mr. Brodhurst ignores. Besides, for a medical man whose
abilities have acquired for him a large general practice to throw up his whole
means of supporting himself and family—the whole result of his past labours
—in order to go to school again and be taught the latest whims of more or
less competent examiners is simply intolerable.

With regard to the responsibility for these iniquitous regulations, there
can be no question but that the staffs of the hospitals are at the root respon-
sible for them ; because only medical men could have the acquaintance with
minute detail which is evinced in the protective regulations in all their
variety. These protective regulations are devised, enacted, and maintained
with the object of excluding all who engage in general practice from hospital
appgintments. In any case they have this result. Whether Mr. Brodhurst
thinks so or not, it is quite certain that very many men engaged in general
practice are far more worthy of distinction, if not more distinguished, than
the beardless youths who obtain hospital posts to the third and fourth gene-
ration.

1t seems ridiculous to have to argue against so iniquitous and pernicious
a system ; and perhaps the only way to overcome the selfish regard for their
own interests, which induces the hospital staffs to encourage its continuance,
will be to make it opposed to their interests. If hospital appointments are

iven only to those holding the M.R C.P.Lond. and F.R.C.S.Lond. diplomas

t would be only fair if general practitioners were to recoup the remainder of
the profession for the want of such advantages by calling into consultation
only those who have not the above diplomas. If the general practitioners
are forced to resert to strong measures it will be because justice is denied
them.

COMMUNICATIONRS, LETTERS, etc., have been recelved from :
Mr. W. H. Battle, London; Mr. T. H. Smith, Epsom; Surgeon M.S.; Dr.
Ward Cousins, Southsea; Dr. Danion, Paris; Messrs. Street Brothers,
London ; Our Swiss Correspondent, Berne ; Mr. J. Thomas, Blaenavon; Dr.
N. E. Yorke-Davies, Sherborne; Mr. Johnson Smith, London; Mr. J. W,
Plaxton, Kingston, Jamaica; Dr. A. Henry, London; Mr. J. A. Calder,
Black River, Jamaica; Mr. M. Perles, Vienna; Dr. A. G. McHattie,
Antigua; Dr. J. Holmes, Radcliffe; Surgeon-General Cornish, Norham-on-
Tweed ; Dr. R. J. Purdon, Belfast ; Messrs. C. Tayler and Co., London; Mr.
W. H. C. Newnham, Clifton; Mr. W. C. May, London ; The Secretary of
the Sanitary Institute, London ; Sir Peter Eade, Norwich; Dr. C. R. Illing-
worth, Accrington; Mr. H. A. Gifford, London; Dr. Peregrine, London;
Mr. C. H. Wells, London ; Dr. E. M. Skerritt, Clifton; Mr. J. F. M. Miles,
Dingley; Dr. A. Sheen, Cardiff; Dr. E. L. Burd. Shrewsbury; Dr. Seaton,
London ; Mr. W. Thorburn, Manchester ; Mr. W. Duncan, Bristol ; Mr. J. B.
Bailey, London ; Dr. D. N. Paton, Edinburgh; Dr. H. Macdonald, New
York ; Mr. K. Roberts, Bishop’s Lydeard ; Mr. E. A. Praeger, Nanaimo, B.C.;
H. Gott, M.B., Goole; Mr. A. Vesey, Rostrevor ; Mr. J. Lambert, Bradford ;
Mr. A. E. Richardson, Leicester ; Dr. R. W. Carter, Weymouth ; Mr. J. Baty,
Hexham ; Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome and Co., London ; Mr. B. J. Bush,
London; Mr. J. Startin, London; Dr. E. Willoughby, London; Mr. J. B.
Sutton, London; Dr. W. Alexander, Liverpool; Dr. G. Piccinini, Rome;
Dr. Holland, London; Mr. F. Greenwood, London; Dr. Stark, Glasgow ;

Rev. M. Young, London ; Dr. W. T. Grant, London : Mr. E. Bellamy, Lon-
don; Mr. F. A. Southam, Manchester; Dr. A. Edington, Edinburgh ; Dr.
W. J. Smyly, Dublin; Mr. J. B. Gabe, Morriston ; Dr. T. Needham, Glou-
cester; Dr. W. H. Torbock, Polruan; Dr. C. E. Kilkelly, Dublin; Surgeon T. H.
Parke, Drumsna; Our Paris Correspondent; Mr. C. H. W. Parkinson,
Wimborne; Dr. J. Swain, Bristol; The Secretary of the Queen Victoria’s
Jubilee Institute for Nurses, London ; Mr. A, D. Graham, London; Mr. W.
D. Brydone-Jack, Vancouver; Dr. Needham, Scarborough; Dr. W. J.
McGuigan, Vancouver ; The Secretary of St. Mary’s Hospital, Londen ; Dr.
H.J. llott, Bromley ; Dr. R. Hagyard, Hull; Mr. S. O. Eades, Ipswich ; Mr.
H. K. Lewis, London ; The Dean of the Dental Hospital of London ; Dr. Steele,
London ; Mr. E. Lloyd Jones, Leeds ; H. P. Veale, M.B., Cape Town; E. A.
Sadler, M.B., Birmingham; Mr. J. Robertson, Edinburgh; Mr. Lawson
Tait, Birmingham; Messrs. Upperton and Bacon, Brighton; Mr. H. E.
Skynne, Cardiff; Dr. Brushfield, Budleigh Salterton ; Mr. J. A. Macdonald,
Grantham ; Mr. T. H. Bartleet, Birmingham ; Dr. G. A. Abrath, Sunder-
land; Mr. P. G. Gilmour, Gorleston; Dr. W. W. Webb, Netley; Mr. H.
Cooper, Aberdeen ; Mr. J. Gurner, Birmingham ; Mr. G. Balfour, Wimble-
don ; Dr. H. D. Littlejohn, Edinburgh ; Mr. G. B. James, London ; Mr. C. A.
Smith, Southsea; Dr. H. Heyward, London; Dr. E. Burd, Shrewsbury ;
G. M. Vos, M.B., Tottenham ; Mr. G.W. Buck, Settle; Dr. T. L. Urban-
czyk, Berlin; Dr. T.F. Pearee, Southsea; Dr. A. Wiglesworth, Liverpool ;
Mr. Wheelhouse, Filey; Mr. C. Grant, Clonlara; Mr. C. J. Radley, London ;
The Secretary of the Apothecaries’ Society of London ; Mr. H. E. Johnson,
Grimsby; Dr. Tinley, Whitby; Mr. E. Elwin, Dover; Dr. R. J. H. Scott,
Bath; Dr. A. Macdonald, Liverpool ; Surgeon G. S. Thomson, Deesa, Bom-
bay ; Rex ; Dr. W. M. Stenhouse, Dunedin ; H. W. Greatbatch, M.B., Mont-
rose; Mr. G. H. Makins, London ; Dr. J. Chambers, Montrose ; Professor V.
Horsley, London; Dr. Stewart, Clifton; Surgeon-Major J. MacGregor,
Stornoway ; T. H. Openshaw, M.B., London; The Manager of the Birkbeck
Bank, London ; Dr. Stewart, Hexham; Mr. J. Marshall, Wickford; Mr. J.
Unsworth, Liverpool; Mr. J. P. Hentsch, London; Mr. Ernest Dawson,
London; Dr. G. Henty, London; Dr. P. Boobbyer, Nottingham ; Mr. J. L.
Green, Salisbury; Professor Humphry, Cambridge; Mr. E. Wright, Cat-
ford ; Messrs. Street and Co., London ; Dr. Steele, London, ete.
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Vidal. In Deutscher bearbeitung von Dr. Eduard Schiff. Lieferung I.
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SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISII MEDICAL JOURNAL.”

Seven lines and under e . e . £0 3 6
Kach additional line e v 0 0 4
A whole column ... we 115 Y
A page . 500

An average line coutalns seven words.
‘When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is

made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction
can be allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of e 10 per cent.
n12orid ,, ” -
» 25 " " %,

n 52 » .
Bpecial terms for oceasional change of copy during series :

20 per cent. if not less than 26 pages be taken ) or their equivalent
25 ” 52 ” in half or
30 " 104 " quarter pages.

For these terms the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve months from
the date of first insertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager at the Office,
not later than noon on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if not paid
for at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Associatior
at the West Central Post-COffice, High Holborn. Small amounts may be paid in
postage-stamps.

NoTiCE.—Advertisers are requested to observe that it is contrary to tho
Postal Regulations to receive at; Post-Offices letters addressed to initials only.



